Gay  soldier 
settles  Army 
battle 

After  10  years y  Perry  Watkins  wins  his  fight 
against  anti-gay  military  policy 


By  John  Zeh 

SEATTLE — The  only  gay  soldier  to  win  a 
lawsuit  against  the  Department  of  Defense 
(DOD)  over  its  anti-gay  policy  settled  his 
case  Feb.  1,  gaining  full  entitlements  but 
foregoing  service  in  the  Persian  Gulf. 

SgL  Perry  Watkins’  limited  but  precedent- 
setting  Suprme  Court  victory  took  10  years. 
It  was  worth  the  wait,  said  his  lawyer, 
because  it  could  affect  new  challenges  to 
Pentagon  policy  requiring  discharge  of 
homosexual  in  the  Gulf  war. 

“The  Army  should  be  put  on  notice  that  it 
can't  have  it  both  ways,”  said  attorney  James 
Lobsorz.  “If  people  who  are  gay  are  allowed 
to  serve.. .when  they  are  needed  in  a  war 
abroad,  the  Army  can’t  dismiss  them  when 
they  return  home  aftoward.” 

In  exchange  for  accepting  retirement, 
Watkins  was  given  $135,000  in  back  pay  and 
allowances,  full  retirement  benefits  and  a 
retroactive  promotion  from  staff  sergeant  to 
sogeant  first  class. 

“A  pawn’s  sexual  orientation  should  not 
be  an  issue  for  the  military  at  all,”  Watkins 
said.  “Any  able-bodied  American  who  served 
well  should  be  given  equal  treatment  and 
opportunity.” 

Watkins  pledged  to  continue  his  struggle  to 
resist  Pentagon  policy  and  praised  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Military  Freedom  Project  for  its 
help.  The  Project  is  an  alliance  of  progressive 
groups  working  to  overturn  the  military’s 
homophobic  policies.  Members  include  the 
Amoican  Civil  Liboties  Union,  the  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  (NGLTF), 
Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund, 
the  National  Organization  for  Women, 
Citizen  Soldio-,  the  Women’s  Equity  Action 
League  and  the  National  Lawyers  Guild. 

“It  took  30  years  to  tear  down  the  B^lin 
Wall,”  Watkins  said.  “It  may  take  us  30  years 
to  tear  down  the  walls  of  oppression,  but  I 
don’t  have  any  doubt  we  can  if  we  stick 
togethCT.” 

The  military’s  discrimination  is  “neither 
valid  nor  cr^ible,”  he  said,  predicting 
change  in  DOD  policy  that  would  have 
positive  r^XTCUssicHis  for  civilians. 

Lobsoiz  represoited  Watkins  without  pay 
through  the  Washington  State  ACLU.  Its 
foundation  has  been  the  sole  financial 
supjportCT  of  the  case  since  its  begiruiing,  said 
Juiya  Hampton,  the  ACLU’s  legal  program 
dir^tor. 

“Perry  won  not  only  because  he  was  right, 
but  because  he  was  persistent,”  said 
HamptoiL  “He  refused  to  give  up  on  what  he 
believed  in.  His  case  shows  citizens  can  win 
their  rights  if  they  are  willing  to  stand  up  for 
them.” 

Hespected  and  trusted* 

Watkins  was  drafted  in  15)67  despite  his 


declaration  of  “homosexual  tendencies”  on 
pre-induction  questioimaires.  He  was  open 
about  his  sexuality  for  the  next  14  years,  as 
he  earned  promotions  and  excellent  job 
evaluations. 

In  1971,  the  Army  granted  Watkins  a 
security  clearance.  Four  years  later  a 
Discharge  Board  found  Watkins  suitable  for 
service  despite  his  homosexuality,  the  ACLU 
said. 

In  1977,  Watkins  obtained  another  security 
check  at  “secret”  levels  and  acceptance  by  a 
special  NATO  project.  Watkins’  commander 
praised  his  attitude,  integrity  and  suitability, 
saying,  “He  has,  in  fact  become  one  of  our 
most  respected  and  trusted  soldiers.” 

But  on  March  10,  1981,  the  DOD 
implemented  new  rules  declaring 
homosexuality  incompatible  with  military 
service,  regardless  of  a  soldier’s  record. 

In  August  of  that  year  the  Army  said  it 
would  discharge  Watkins,  prompting  him  to 
contact  the  ACLU  and  file  a  complaint.  It 
took  until  May  of  1982  for  the  Federal 
District  Court  here  to  rule  that  the  Army 
could  not  discharge  Watkins,  because  it  knew 
about  his  homosexuality  when  he  was 
drafted. 

In  November  1990,  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  declined  to  review  the  appeals  comt 
ruling. 

Although  the  Watkins  decision  is  narrow,  it 
is  a  landmark  case,  said  Jim  Zais,  an  openly 
gay  candidate  for  the  Washington  City 
Council.  The  Watkins  victory,  said  Zais,  led 
to  “one  of  the  first  decisions  by  a  federal 
judicial  body  that  the  widespread  social 
hostility  against  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  and 
of  itself  makes  such  government  policies 
constitutionally  suspect.”  □ 


Perry  Watkins 


Black  lesbians  and  gay 
men  plan  conference 


Organizers  anticipate  that  1000  people  will  attend  the  fourth 
annual  gathering,  which  will  feature  political  forums,  cultural 
events,  and  a  spirituality  program 


By  Chris  Nealon 

LOS  ANGELES — Saying  they  anticipate 
their  largest  turnout  to  date,  organizers  for  the 
1991  National  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay 
conference  here  are  preparing  for  a  week  of 
workshops,  strategy  meetings,  performances 
and  social  gatherings.  The  various  events, 
scheduled  for  Feb.  9 — 18,  are  being 
organized  by  the  Black  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Leadership  Forum  (BGLLF). 

“This  is  our  fourth  aimud  conference,  and 
we  expect  between  800  and  1000  people,” 
said  Phill  Wilson,  BGLLF  co-chair. 
Although  the  conference  will  include  dozens 
of  political  forums,  Wilson  told  GCN,  this 
year’s  conference  will  feature  a  number  of 
significant  cultural  events  as  well.  Among 
these,  he  said,  will  be  the  first  public  reading 
from  Brother  to  Brother,  an  anthology  of 
Black  gay  male  writing,  and  the  premier  of 
filmmaker  Marlon  Riggs’s  new  work. 
Anthem.  Wilson  added  that  organizers  have 
also  scheduled  retrospectives  of  the  films  of 
Riggs  and  of  Michele  Parkerson. 

Wilson  also  remarked  that  Essence 
magazine  ran  an  ad  for  the  conference  in  its 
February  issue — an  ad  that  he  and  co-chair 
Ruth  Waters  had  to  fight  to  place  in  the 
magazine.  BGLLF  filed  a  legal  complaint 
against  Essence  in  November,  after  the 
publication  decided  not  to  run  a  BGLLF  ad  it 
had  initially  accepted.  At  that  time.  Essence 
spokespeople  claimed  that  they  were  afraid  of 
alienating  their  more  conservative  readers  by 
running  a  lesbian/gay  ad.  (See  GCN,  Dec. 
16—22, 1990.) 

Since  then,  Wilson  said,  “We  had  a 
meeting  with  Essence  to  share  our  concerns 
with  them  about  homophobia  and 
heterosexism.  He  added,  “We're  sure  that 
they  will  have  a  commitment  to  those  issues 
in  the  future.” 

Variety  of  ‘Institutes* 

George  BellingCT,  Jr.,  another  conference 
organizer,  told  GCN  that  the  week  will  be 


broken  up  into  several  “Institutes,”  each  with 
a  cluster  of  workshops,  that  will  address  a  set 
of  issues.  Among  diese,  he  said,  are  AIDS, 
Women’s,  and  Leadership  Institutes. 
Bellinger,  who  is  Dean  of  the  AIDS  Institute, 
said  that  in  planning  the  week,  his 
commitment  was  to  “a  diversity  of 
workshops.” 

As  a  result,  he  said,  ‘We  have  people  from 
the  CDC  [Centers  for  Disease  Control]  and 
NIMH  [National  Institute  of  Mental  Health] 
as  well  as  activists. 

“It’s  a  real  cadre,”  added  Bellinger, 
commenting  on  the  variety  of  perspectives  on 
the  epidemic  that  he  expects  to  hear.  “But 
then  AIDS  crosses  so  many  boundaries.” 

*Coming  to  Leadership* 

Bellinger  has  also  been  involved  with  the 
leadership  Institute,  which  he  described  as  a 
crucial  part  of  the  conference.  Many  Black 
lesbians  and  gay  men  are  put  in  the  position 
of  being  representatives  of  either  their  race  or 
of  their  sexuality,  Bellinger  said.  Because 
they  may  be  put  into  positions  of  authority 
they  mi^t  not  otherwise  have  assumed,  he 
added.  Black  lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
political  organizations  may  face  an 
extraordinary  amount  of  pressure  to  succeed. 

Accordin^y,  said  Bellinger,  the  Leadership 
Institute  is  about  “helping  you  to  take  your 
place.  It’s  about  how  you  come  to  lead^hip 
— or  how,  sometimes,  it  comes  aftCT  you.” 

For  instance,  he  said,  “You  may  go  to  a 
meeting  and  they  say,  ‘We  need  a  black 
woman’  and  you’re  the  only  one  in  the  room; 
or  you  make  [one]  statement,  and  then  your 
name  is  on  everybody’s  mailing  list.  And 
you’re  thinking,  ‘What  did  I  do?”’ 

The  othCT  side  of  the  problem  of  leadership 
for  Black  lesbians  and  gay  men,  Bellinger 
said,  is  the  existoice  of  ‘old  boy’  networks 
that  may  prevent  outsiders  from  gaining 
access  to  political  experience.  In  many  large 
lesbian  and  gay  organizations,  Bellinger  said. 

Continued  on  page  6 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“Q.  Where  can  I  get  an  Operation  Desert 
Stonn  pinup  calendar? 

A.  The  calendars  cost  $16.90  and  can  be 
ordered  from  RogeUo  Morales  Jr.  at  RML  & 
Associates.  13324  Hawthorne  Blvd.,  Suite 
352,  Hawthorne,  CA,  90250.  The  calendar’s 
color  photographs  show  seminude  females 
posing  in  the  trappings  of  war.  Morales,  an 
Air  Force  captain,  has  promised  to  donate  a 
portion  of  his  profits  to  the  Yellow  Ribbon 
Foundation,  but  hasn’t  yet  decided  how 
much.  The  calendar  is  also  on  sale  at  the 
Pentagon  bookstore  in  Washington.” 

— An  excerpt  from  the  "Ask  the  Globe" 
column  in  the  Boston  Globe. 

Disability  rights  group 
declares  ‘Freedom  Day’ 

DENVER — A  group  of  disability  rights 
activists  sponsored  a  nationwide  “Freedom 
Day”  action  against  the  federal  nursing  home 
program  Jan  15.  Over  1500  people  in  21 
cities  protested  outside  nursing  homes,  state 
health  associations,  and  federal  Health  and 
Human  Services  regional  offices. 

The  purpose  of  the  action,  which  was 
coordinated  by  the  American  Disabled  for 
Attendant  Programs  Today  (ADAPT),  was 
“to  remove  the  veil  of  respectability  from 
nursing  homes.”  Said  ADAPT’s  Wade 
Blank,  “Nobody  wants  to  go  into  a  nursing 
home.  That  should  tell  us  something.” 

Mike  AubergCT,  an  ADAPT  organizer,  told 
GCN  that  the  nursing  home  industry  is  a 
“huge  business”  that  “brings  in  about  $43 
billion  a  year.”  ADAPT  is  demanding  that 
the  U.S.  government  rechannel  25  percent  of 
the  funds  for  nursing  homes  to  programs  that 
would  offer  in-home  care  for  people  with 
disabilities.  According  to  Auberger,  that 
percentage  translates  into  about  $5.5  billion, 
which  would  be  matched  by  state  funding. 

Auberger  said  that  although  the  Secretary 
of  Health  and  Human  Services,  Louis 
Sullivan,  knows  of  ADAPT’s  requests,  he 
refuses  to  meet  with  the  group  because  “he 
doesn't  negotiate  with  radical  organizations.” 
ADAPT  organizers  said  they  will  again 
demand  a  meeting  with  Sullivan  in  late 
April,  when  the  group  will  hold  a  protest  at 
the  Health  Care  Finance  Administration 
building  in  Baltimore. 

“We  want  to  move  money  away  from 
nursing  homes,  and  not  create  any  new 
financing  issues  in  the  process,”  said 
Auberger.  “[The  attendant  SCTvices  program] 
is  thus  a  real  viable  option  for  the  future.” 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

Women’s  club  cited 
for  discrimination 

CHICAGO — A  judge  ruled  Jan.  31  that 
the  “no  males”  employment  policy  at  a  local 
women’s  health  club  is  an  illegal  act  of 
discrimination.  In  her  decision.  Judge  Ann 
Claire  Williams  found  that  the  club’s  sex- 
based  hiring  practices  were  in  violation  of 
the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964. 

According  to  the  New  York  Times,  the 
health  club’s  lawyer  argued  that  the  presence 
of  men  in  the  club  would  be  “a  violation  of 
trust,”  because  the  club  focuses  much  of  its 
advertising  on  its  women-only  status.  The 
defense  attorney,  Fran  Krasnow,  said  that  the 
hiring  of  male  personnel  would  violate  the 
club’s  policy  because  “physical  contact  is 
sometimes  required  between  instructors  and 
members.” 

Williams’s  ruling  resulted  frum  a  suit  filed 
against  the  club.  Women’s  Workout  World, 
by  the  Equal  Employment  Opportunity 
Commission.  In  her  decision,  Williams 
stated  that  the  club  failed  to  prove  that  there 
was  factual  basis  for  its  hiring  policy  or  that 
there  were  no  reasonable  altranatives  to  its 
gender-based  ranployment  rules. 

Krasnow  said  that  the  club  will  probably 
appeal  the  ruling  in  United  States  District 
Court 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

AIDS  funds  awarded 

BOSTON — The  Multicultural  AIDS 
Coalition  (MAC)  awarded  funds  totaling 
$80,000  to  four  commtmity-based  AIDS 
education  and  outreach  programs  Feb  1.  The 
money  will  be  used  to  conduct  AIDS/HIV 
education  and  prevention  programs  in  local 
communities  of  color. 

“We’ve  come  a  long  way  in  the  short  time 
that  the  MAC  has  addressed  the  need  to  fund 
innovative,  culturally  and  linguistically 
appropriate  programs  to  stop  this  qjidemic 
among  people  of  color,”  said  the 
organization’s  executive  director,  Wayne 
Wright.  “But  we  need  to  continue  to 
empower  each  other  with  greater 
collaboration  and  more  targeted,  effective 


programs  that  can  change  behaviors  and 
promote  more  healthful  habits.” 

The  four  groups  that  will  receive  MAC 
funds  this  year  are:  Inquilinos  Boricuas  en 
Accidn;  Women  Inc.  (through  the 
Consortium  of  Black  Health  Centers  and 
Directors);  an  Alliance  of  Haitian  Agencies 
(through  the  Haitian  AIDS  Project);  and  the 
Latino  Health  Network. 

MAC  is  funded  through  the  federal 
Centers  for  Disease  Control  and  the  state 
Department  of  Public  Health.  Over  the  past 
two  years,  MAC  has  awarded  more  than 
$200,000  in  grants  to  community-based 
organizations. 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

S.  Dakota  considers 
anti-choice  bill 

PIERRE,  S.D.  —  Less  than  a  month  after 
Utah  legislators  passed  a  restrictive  anti¬ 
abortion  bill,  their  counterparts  in  South 
Dakota  are  pushing  a  similar  proposal 
through  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  South  Dakota  bill,  which  was 
endorsed  by  the  House  Judiciary  Committee 
Feb.  5,  would  allow  abortions  only  in  cases 
of  rape,  incest,  or  a  threat  to  the  physical 
health  of  the  woman.  The  legislation  would 
also  permit  abortions  of  fetuses  with  “severe 
handicaps.” 

“They’re  voting  in  the  House  tomorrow 
[Feb.  7],  and  we  don’t  think  we  have  a 
chance,”  said  Barbara  Goodman  of  the  South 
Dakota  affiliate  of  the  National  Organization 
for  Womea  (NOW). 

However,  Goodman  told  GCN  that  she 
thought  “maybe”  abortion  activists  could 
make  some  headway  in  the  Senate.  “There 
are  12  women;  and  the  Republicans  have 
only  a  one-vote  majority  —  although  that’s 
not  to  say  that  every  Democrat  is  pro- 
choice,”  she  said. 

Goodman  also  said  that  lobbyists  in  Pieire 
are  going  to  try  to  attach  an  appropriations 
bill  to  the  anti-abortion  legislation.  That 
money  would  be  set-aside  money  for  a 
Supreme  Court  challenge  to  the  bill  if  it 
ViAf-ntncs  law.  or  to  establish  funds  “for  all 
the  children  that  will  be  bom  because  of  this 
law.” 

— Chris  Nealon 

Gay  camp  plans  nixed 

MIDDLE  TORCH  KEY,  Ha.—  Charging 
that  state  environmental  officials  were 
discriminating  against  them,  two  lesbians 
have  abandoned  their  plans  to  create  an  all- 
lesbian/gay  camp  on  a  small  island  here. 
Officials  arrested  the  two  women  last  spring, 
claiming  that  their  activities  were  dismpting 
the  island’s  delicate  ecological  balances. 

“The  fact  that  we  were  gay  made  it  more  a 
thorn  in  their  side  as  they — the  state  and 
county — went  after  us,”  said  Lyime  Parker, 
one  of  the  women.  “Had  we  been  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America,  they  probably  would 
have  funded  the  project.” 

According  to  the  Fort  Pierce,  Fla.  Tribune, 
Parker  and  Linda  Shearer  bought  one-third 
of  a  120-acre  island  nearby  in  order  to  create 

T. H.E.  (Total  Homosexual  Environment) 
Island  of  the  Keys.  The  two  women  were 
arrested  in  May  on  a  felony  pollution  charge 
and  eight  environmental  misdemeanor 
charges. 

Parker  and  Shearer  pleaded  no  contest  to 
two  charges.  They  agreed  to  remove 
boulders  and  mulch  bags,  and  to  plant  some 
rare  species  on  the  island. 

Jon  Ellsworth,  chief  assistant  attorney  for 
Monroe  County,  said  the  state  had  not 
discriminated  against  the  women.  “The  case 
was  handled  without  regard  to  the 
defendants’  sexual  preference,”  he  said. 

— Chris  Nealon 

Doctor  defies 
‘coercive’  AIDS  policy 

DENVER— Calling  Colorado’s  AIDS 
research  procedures  “coercive,”  a  scientist 
here  has  defred  state  authorities  and  refused 
to  report  the  names  of  study  patients  with 
HIV  and  AIDS.  Dr.  Robert  T.  Schooley,  head 
of  the  infectious  diseases  division  of  the 
University  of  Colorado  Health  Sciences 
division,  has  asked  for  a  federal  “certificate 
of  confidentiality”  that  would  allow  him  to 
keep  the  names  private. 

“This  information  belongs  in  a  doctor’s 
office,  not  in  a  mainframe  computer  data 
base,”  Schooley  told  the  Los  Angeles  Tunes. 
“The  decision  to  participate  in  research 
becomes  very  coercive  if  individuals  are  told 
that  ‘Unless  you  are  willing  to  have  your 
name  on  a  state  list,  you  can’t  have  access  to 
the  newest  approaches  in  AIDS  therapy,”’  he 
said. 

Schooley  added  that  he  will  continue  to 
defy  the  Colorado  law  whether  or  not  he 
receives  a  federal  certificate. 
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•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS.  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


THIS  SPACE  CAN 
BE  HAD  FOR  A 
MERE  PITTANCE. 

CALL  TRIXI  FOR  DETAILS  61 7  426  4469 


You  ARE  INVITED  TO  OlD 

Cambridge  Baptist 
Church  a  Peace  and 
Justice  Comunity 
February  17th 
Proclaimer  is  Chris 
Glaser  Author  of 
Coming  Out  to  God. 
Worship  service  at  10:00  am 

Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church 
1151  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  &  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund  •  Barbara  Macy 
•  Therese  a.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 

Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relationships  •  Discrimination  •  Probate  of  Estates  • 
Driving  Under  the  Influoice  •  Business 
Representation  •  Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Pracitice  of  Law  •  Condo 
Conversion 

529  Newbury  St..  •  Boston  •  (617)  266-0760 


•  fiiDiviDUAL  *  Group  •  Couple 

Allan  Singer  L.I.C.S.W. 

Psychotherapist 

Copley  Sg.  Boston,  MA  (617)  266-2240 
Health  Insurance  accepted 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

AHORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker's  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


Settling  Down 

doesn’t  have  to  mean  letting 
yourself  go. .  .spending  every 
moment  with  your  partner. . . 
giving  up  your  space,  inde¬ 
pendence,  identity... and  all 
of  your  friends. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 


596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC  BUT  RUNS  ON 
YOUR  IBM  AT  OR  COMPATIBLE 

"Bookkeeping  By  Design" 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (included) 

•  With  A/P,  A/R,  eVL  Payroll,  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
•  Installation  avaNaUile  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  introductory  FTIce:  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA.  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)445-8130 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 

581  Boylston  street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain. 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


HEALlNfi  SERVICES 


FOR  ALL  AFFECTED  BY  ATOS 

For  persons  wiOi  AIDS 
For  their family  and  friends 
For  those  in  the  healing  professions 
For  those  who  are  efraid  and  angry 
For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 
For  all  who  seek  God's  healing  power 

Next  Service: 

February  12  •  7:30  PM 
First  Church  Unitarian 

6  Eliot  Street  •  Jamaica  Plain 
Sponsored  by 

Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS 

For  more  information 
(617)  628-7665 


Pom  pictures  deemed 
sexual  harassment 

A  judge  finds  that  the  presence  of  pornography  in  the 
workplace  contributes  to  a  ‘boys'  club  atmosphere' 


By  Elizabeth  Yukins 

JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.— In  a  major 
victory  for  women’s  rights  advocates,  a 
federal  district  judge  ruled  that  pomogrtqjhic 
pictures  are  forms  of  sexual  harassment  in 
the  workplace.  The  court  decision  has  been 
hailed  as  an  important  victory  for  womai’s 
equality  in  non- traditional  work 
environments,  yet  the  case  also  raises 
questions  about  Brst  Amendment  freedom  of 
expression  rights  for  workers. 

In  his  Jan.  18  ruling.  Judge  Howell  Melton 
found  that  a  ship  rq}air  yard  had  contributed 
to  the  harassment  of  a  female  employee  by 
allowing  hard  and  soft  core  pornography 
photos  to  hang  throughout  the  workplace. 

“Being  free  from  such  forms  of 
harassmoit  as  pornographic  pictures  is  vital 
for  women  who  work  in  male-dominated 
aivironmoits,”  said  Judith  Kurtz,  an  attorney 
at  Equal  Rights  Advocates  in  San  Francisco. 
“In  any  place  where  women  traditionally 
have  been  excluded,  women  workers  still 
face  a  barrage  of  information  telling  them 
they  are  not  welcome.”  Kurtz  told  GCN  that 
“We  can’t  help  the  isolation  these  women 
feel  in  their  jobs,  but  this  case  is  crucial  in 
that  it  avms  some  of  the  direct  hostility  they 
face.” 

While  civil  lib«ty  advocates  onphatically 
support  such  efforts  to  end  sexual 
harassment,  they  also  see  potential  First 
Amendment  problems.  Melton  banned 
certain  types  of  expression  in  the  workplace, 
and  civil  libertarian  groups  are  wary  of  the 
prohibitive  implications  of  his  ruling. 

“The  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
.[ACLU]  has  always  bear  at  the  forefront  of 
litigating  on  behalf  of  women’s  issues,  but 
we  will  not  advance  one  cause  by  destroying 
another,”  said  Paul  Joseph,  president  of  the 
ACLU  chapter  in  Florida.  “Workers  have 
.First  Amoidment  rights,  and  although  some 
’speech  and  pictures  may  offend  others,  you 
can’t  censor  it,”  he  told  GCN,  adding  “You 
can’t  sacrifice  First  Amendment  rights  in 
order  to  get  equality  rigjits.” 

'Boys’  dub  atmosphere’ 

>^en  the  female  shipyard  worker,  Lois 
Robinson,  fried  suit  in  1986,  six  wom«i  and 
846  men  were  employed  as  skilled  craft 
workers  at  Jacksonville  Shipyards,  Inc..  No 
woman  had  ever  been  placed  in  a  supervisory 
position. 

In  her  testimony,  Robinson  stated  that  she 
had  made  numerous  attempts  to  tell 
management  officials  that  she  found  the 
pornography  in  the  shipyard  offensive. 
These  complaints,  according  to  Robinson, 
only  caused  her  to  be  further  harassed  by  ho* 
shipyard  co-workers.  One  year  after 
Robinson  fried  suit,  JSI  established  a  sexual 
harassment  policy,  but  the  court  found  that 
little  had  bron  done  to  actually  implement 
the  policy. 

In  his  decision,  Melton  dmounced  what  he 
called  JSI’s  “ostrich  defense”  of  claiming 
that  it  did  not  know  about  the  womai’s  work 
conditions  or  the  presence  of  sexual 
harassmmt  in  the  shipyard.  Melton  ruled  that 
the  posting  of  “pictured  nude  and  partially 
nude  womrai”  throughout  the  workplace  “is 
and  encourages  sexuaUy  harassing  conduct 

“A  pre-existing  atmosphere  that  deters 
women  from  entering  or  continuing  in  a 
profession  or  job  is  no  less  destructive  to  and 
off^isive  to  workplace  equality  than  a  sign 
declaring  ‘Men  only,’”  wrote  Melton  in  his 
opinion.  Mdton  said  that  by  permitting  the 
controvosial  pictures  to  be  di^layed  in  the 
workplace,  JSI  allowed  and  endorsed  a 
“boys’  club  atmosphere”  throughout  the 
shipyard  that  contributed  to  a  debilitating 
“visual  assault  on  the  soisibilities  of  f^ale 
workCTS.” 

Melton  found  JSI  and  two  of  its  senior 
managers  guilty  of  violating  Robinson’s 
rights  under  Title  VII  of  the  1964  Civil 
Rights  Act,  a  federal  employment  anti- 
discrimination  law  that  makes  it  illegal  for 
employers  to  discriminate  on  the  basis  of 
race  or  sex. 

Melton  further  ordered  JSI  to  institute  a 
comprehaisive  sexual  harassmrart  policy  that 
was  proposed  by  the  National  Organization 
for  Women  Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund  (NOW  LDEF),  the  women’s  advocacy 
groiq)  that  assisted  Robinson  in  the  suit  The 
policy  establishes  clear  criteria  for  defining 
sexual  discrimination  in  the  workplace,  and 
demands  prompt  education  plans  and 
disciplinary  tactics  to  avert  further 
haras^oit. 

“Non-traditional  workplaces  are  hell  for 


womai,  and  pornography  plays  a  part  in  this 
hell,”  said  Alison  Wetherfield,  director  of  the 
legal  program  at  NOW  LDEF.  She  told  GCN 
that  Robinson’s  case  shows  that  men  can’t 
create  sexually  harassing  hostile  work 
envirorunents  in  order  “to  keep  womoi  out  of 
well-paying  skilled  work.” 

Wetherfield  said  that  she  was  pleased  with 
Melton’s  understanding  of  women’s 
struggles  in  discriminatory  workplaces,  and 
that  she  hopes  that  this  court  decision  will 
have  far-reaching  effects.  The  case 
establishes  a  new  standard  of  workplace 
respoirsibility,  she  said,  adding  “Now  its  up 
to  other  employers  to  take  the  pornography 
down  or  risk  being  sued.” 

Wetherfield  and  other  women’s  rights 
advocates  told  GCN  that  they  were  especially 
pleased  that  Melton  rejected  past  court 
decisions  that  denied  the  pertinence  of 
pornography  in  sexual  harassment  cases.  In 
previous  rulings,  said  Catherine  MacKinnon, 
an  anti-pornography  and  women’s  rights 
lawyer  “Pornography  was  not  found  to  be  a 
recognizable  form  of  sexual  harassment 
because  it  is  present  everywhere.  It  is 
pervasive  throughout  society,  so  you  can’t 
object  to  it  in  one  particular  place.” 

MacKinnon  told  GCN  that  Robinson’s 
case  is  different  because  “it  establishes  that 
pornography  is  harmful  in  a  way  that  can  be 
recognized  by  the  law,”  and  because  “it 
recognizes  that  pornography  as  sexual 
harassment  happens  in  the  workplace,  and.  ..it 
is  a  violation  of  Title  VII  [of  the  Civil  Rights 
Act].” 

Wetherfreld  said  that  in  Robinson’s  case, 
the  judge  was  “impressed  by  the  sexual 
stCTeotyping  evidence  that  [NOW  LDEF]  put 
forward.”  It  was  one  of  the  few  times  in 
court  history,  she  said,  that  the  court  accepted 
expert  testimony  by  social  research  scientists 
illustrating  how  women  suffa-  because  of  the 
sexualization  of  the  work  environmaiL 

“Professors  of  psychology  offo-ed  expert 
testimony  on  how,  when  women  are  the 
minority  in  a  workplace,  sexual  stimuli  like 
pornographic  pictures  become  the  trigger  for 
stCTeotyping”  and  “encourage  other  [forms] 
of  sexually  harassing  behavior,”  said 
Wetherfield. 

Rosemary  Dempsey,  NOW’s  Action  vice- 
president,  called  the  Florida  ruling  a 
“fabulous  decision.”  She  told  GCN  that  the 
ruling  profoundly  afreets  women’s  continued 
ability  to  work  in  difficult,  male-dominated 
employment  situations. 

“There  are  many  women  who  can’t  hold 
out  against  the  incredible  sexual  harassment 
[they  face],”  and  consequaitly  quit  their  jobs, 
said  Dempsey.  Robinson’s  case,  thwefore, 
“has  a  tremendous  economic  impact  on 
women”  who  previously  might  have  been 
forced  out  of  employment  by  heavy  visual 
and  verbal  sexual  discrimination  tactics. 

Dempsey  further  commented  that,  “'Diis  is 
a  real  big  victory  for  lesbians,  because  a  lot 
of  lesbians  work  in  non-traditional  jobs.” 
She  said  that  in  its  defense  statements,  JSI 
implied  that  Robinson  was  a  lesbian  and  tried 
to  depict  her  as  a  “man-hater.”  She  added 
that  JSI  argued  that  the  plaintiff  disliked  the 
nude  pictures  only  because,  in  the  company’s 
words,  she  “was  not  like  any  regular  gal.” 

ACLU  may  get  involved 

Although  the  ACLU  has  not  yet 
participated  in  the  suit,  the  group  advocates  a 
more  narrowly  defined  sexual  harassment 
policy  than  the  one  Melton  JSI  to  ordered 
implement.  While  the  NOW  LDEf  policy 
prohibits  all  displays  of  sexually  provocative 
material,  the  ACLU’s  policy  says  that 
discriminatory  speech  and  pictures  must  be 
“directed  at  a  specifre  employee...and  have 
definable  consequences  for  the  individual 
victim.” 

ACLU  staff  members  told  GCN  that  the 
harassment  policy  established  at  the  shipyard 
must  be  clearly  defined  and  respect  the 
workers’  freedom  of  expression  ri^ts.  “If 
the  court  ruling  prohibits  something  in  a 
lockCT  that  somebody  might  just  pass  by  and 
see,  then  there  is  a  problem,”  said  the 
ACLU’s  Isabelle  Pinzler. 

Paul  Joseph,  president  of  ACLU  Rorida, 
told  GCN  that  he  had  not  fully  reviewed  the 
Robinson  case,  but  that  the  ruling  may  be 
ovCTly  prohibitive  and  therefore  violate  the 
workers’  First  Amendment  rights.  “The 
ACLU  is  very  conscious  of  finding  a  balance 
between  the  rights  of  workers  to  be  free  from 
sexual  harassment,  and  also  the  rights  of 

Continued  on  page  6 


Fred  bkam,  following  a  violent  encounter  with  Boston  police 

Bashers  with  badges 


A  community  forum  in  Boston  examines  police  harassment  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men 


By  Ed  Boyce 

BOSTON — In  response  to  several  recent 
highly  publicized  cases  of  alleged  police 
misconduct,  about  80  local  activists  and 
community  members  met  Jan.  28  to  discuss 
police  harassment  of  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
The  forum,  entitled  “When  Bashers  Wear 
Badges,”  was  co-sponsored  by  Queer  Nation, 
the  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political 
Alliance  Anti- Violence  Project,  the  Coalition 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights,  ACT 
UP/Boston,  City  Councilor  David  Scondras, 
and  State  Representative  Byron  Rushing. 

According  to  forum  organizer  Michael 
Cronin,  the  public  meeting  was  called 
because  “Those  who  are  supposed  to  be 
protecting  us  from  violence  may  be  ones  who 
are  perpetrating  it.” 

Cronin,  who  is  also  chair  of  the  Alliance’s 
Anti- Violence  Project,  said  that  organizers 
worked  hard  to  make  the  forum  “a  safe  place 
where  people  can  feel  comfortable  telling 
their  stories  of  harassment  by  the  police  or 
police  neglect  in  responding  to  harassment.” 
To  this  end,  organizers  said,  they  denied  a 


request  by  Arm  Sanders,  Mayor  Ray  Flyrm’s 
liaison  to  the  gay  commimity,  that  Boston 
Police  Internal  Affairs  officers  be  allowed  to 
attend  the  forum. 

During  the  three-hour  meeting,  15  people 
gave  testimony  about  negative  interactions 
with  various  police  departments  arotmd  the 
Boston  area.  The  first  speaker  was  Fred 
Eskam,  who  recounted  his  arrest  on  DWI 
charges  last  November.  At  the  time  of  the 
arrest,  Eskam  said,  he  had  a  copy  of  the 
Guide,  a  national  gay  monthly  magazine,  on 
the  passenger  seat  of  his  car. 

Eskam  said  that  he  was  handcuffed 
throughout  his  detairunoit  and  was  subjected 
to  physical  abuse  and  anti-gay  verbal  attacks. 
He  further  said  that  after  he  was  beaten  to  the 
point  of  bleeding,  he  was  denied  medical 
treatment  for  several  hours.  Eskam  said  he 
was  eventually  taken  to  Carney  Hospital, 
where  he  received  14  stitches  and  was 
verbally  harassed  by  the  medical  staff. 

After  being  taken  back  to  the  police 
station,  Eskam  said,  he  was  refused  bail  and 
the  right  to  make  phone  calls  for  the  rest  of 

Continued  on  page  6 


AIDS  ads  well  received 


AIDS  advocacy  groups  say  the  response  to  public  service 
announcements  on  television  has  been  overwhelmingly  positive 


By  Elizabeth  Yukins 

BOSTON — Over  the  past  decade,  AIDS 
advocacy  organizations  have  learned  that 
slick  television  ads  are  an  effective  way  of 
reaching  mainstream  audiences.  Groups 
across  the  nation  are  utilizing  public  service 
announcments  (PSAs)  to  teach  people  about 
the  realities  of  HIV  infection  and  illness. 
Locally,  the  Boston  Living  Center,  a  support 
organization  for  people  with  HIV,  has  begun 
a  major  media  campaign  to  reach  out  to  HIV- 
infected  individuals,  as  well  as  to  raise  AIDS 
awareness  throughout  the  community. 

“We  are  fighting  the  stigma  of  HIV  by 
going  public,”  said  James  Richard,  executive 
director  of  the  Living  Center.  Richard  told 
GCN  that  the  television  commercials  are 
meant  to  create  a  connection  in  people’s 
minds  between  their  lives,  HIV  and  the 
Living  CentCT.  Very  simply,  he  explained,  the 
ads  say,  “This  is  the  virus,  and  this  is  where 
[the  Living  Center  is].” 

According  to  Richard,  the  commercials  are 
meant  to  relay  two  different  messages.  The 
30-second  spot  features  the  face  of  a  doctor 
telling  an  unseen  person  that  she  or  he  is  HIV 
positive,  and  then  saying,  “You  need  the 
Boston  Living  Center.”  (The  piupose  of  this 
ad  is  “high  impact,”  said  Richard.)  The 
second  commocial  is  a  60-second  spot  that 
presents  the  Center  as  a  supportive 
alternative  to  the  isolation  that  people  often 
feel  when  they  are  diagnosed  with  fflV. 

The  ads  are  part  of  a  public  service 
campaign  by  the  Advertising  Club  of  Boston. 
Stan  Bomstein,  a  partner  at  DiBona 
Bomstein  &  Random,  the  ad  agency  that 
created  the  Living  Center  commercials, 
estimates  that  over  $500,000  worth  of 
donated  production  and  media  time  has  gone 
into  the  PSAs.  He  told  GCN  that  support  for 
the  project  has  been  overwhelming,  and  that 
“everybody  has  been  eager,  and  even 
grateful,  to  participate.” 

Richard  also  said  that  the  ads  have  bem 
receiving  excellent  air  time.  While  most 


PSAs  are  aired  early  in  the  morning  or  late  at 
night,  Richard  said  he  has  heard  that  the 
Living  Center  commCTcials  have  run  diuing 
daytime  and  prime  time  evening  hours. 

Similar  national  response 

Other  AIDS  advocacy  groups  throughout 
the  nation  told  GCN  that  they  too  have 
received  strong  support  for  their  television 
announcements.  Hans  Kellner,  media 
coordinator  of  Action  AIDS  in  Philadelphia, 
said  that  his  organization  has  run  three  PSAs, 
all  of  which  have  been  “very  successful.” 
Kellner  told  GCN  that  the  local  television 
stations  did  not  “bury  the  ads  in  slots  where 
people  wouldn’t  see  them,”  and  that  the 
group’s  volunteer  intake  calls  have  doubled 
since  the  ads  first  aired. 

Similarly,  the  staff  of  the  Minnesota  AIDS 
Project  has  been  surprised  by  the  local 
community’s  positive  response  to  their  PSAs. 
“What  is  remarkable  is  the  lack  of 
controversy  around  [our]  ads,”  said  Diane 
O’Brien,  the  group’s  communications 
director. 

O’Brien  told  GCN  that  in  some  cases  she 
might  have  wanted  more  controversy,  just  to 
get  the  issues  discussed.  “The  fact  is  that 
people  have  been  surprisingly  supportive  for 
the  past  five  years,”  she  said,  adding, 
“Everybody  is  looking  for  controversy,  but 
it’s  not  happening.  Here  on  tlie  community- 
based  level,  we’ve  got  great  support  and 
reasonable  news  covo-age.” 

Keep  it  safe 

TTie  PSA  campaigns  have  been  successful 
largely  because  AIDS  advocacy  groups  have 
learned  what  television  networks  will  and 
won’t  air.  Condoms,  safe  sex  discussions, 
teenage  sex,  intravenous  drug  use,  and  gay 
sex  are  among  the  many  issues  that  are 
considered  too  controversial  for  television 
audiences.  AIDS  organizations  are  very 
aware  of  the  networks’  aversion  to 
controversy,  and  choose  therefore  to 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  Job  Opening 


Staff  Writer/Circulation 
Co-Coordinator 

Available  In  April.  Research,  investigate 
and  write  news  stories  with  a  national  scope. 
May  include  some  analytical/feature  writing 
as  weil.  Share  responsibilities  with  other  staff 
writer  for  coordinating  weekly  mailing  of 
paper  and  processing  subscriptions. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  skills  and 
ability  to  write  several  stories  under  weekly 
deadline  pressure.  Knowledge  of 
national/local  lesbian  and  gay  community  and 
issues  helpful.  Strong  organizational  and 
recordkeeping  skills  as  wel  as  knowledge  of 
<Jata  entry  and/or  computers  also  helpful. 

Deadline  for  application:  March  8, 1 991 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism, 
an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a 
commitment  to  collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$21 5/week  and  include  health/life  insurance 
through  Harvard  Community  Health  Plan,  sick 
leave,  and  four  weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN 
offers  staff  members  responsibility  for  their 
own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and  ample  room  tor 
innovation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover 
letter  to:  GCN  Job  Search  Committee,  62 
Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


GCN  Editorial  Guidelines 


The  'Community  Voices'  and  "Speaking 
Out'  sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our 
efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  within 
our  pages.  We  welcome  all  contributions 
except  personal  attacks.  Copies  of  letters 
and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions  sent 
elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space  available 
basis  only.  GCN  resenres  the  right  to  edit 
letters  and  "Speaking  OuT  contributions  for 
length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
aumor.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those 
of  the  author  and  are  not  intended  to 
represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  staff  or 
membership. 

All  letter  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED. 
Letters  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO 
PAGES.  Speaking  Ouf  contributions  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  FOUR  PAGES  and 
require  a  short  (one  to  two  sentence) 
biographical  note  about  the  author  for 
inclusion  at  the  end  of  the  article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage 
dialogue  and  a  diverse  representation  of 
perspectives  on  the  letters  pages,  printing 
of  "Speaking  Out"  contributions  received 
from  authors  who  have  had  other  "Speaking 
Outs"  appear  in  GCN  recently  may  be 
postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes,  it  is  helpful  to  be  able 
to  contact  you  easily  ~  please  enclose  your 
name,  address,  ana  da^me  phone  number 
with  your  letter  or  article.  Thante. 

Send  to:  Community  Voices/Speaking  Out, 
GCN,  62  Berkeley  Street,  boston,  MA 
02116. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  "Speaking  Our 
contributions  are  those  of  the  author  and 
are  not  intended  to  represent  the  views  of 
the  GCN  staff.  Board  or  membership. 


were  also  distributed. 

Obviously,  40,000  condoms  and  hundreds 
of  pamphlets  don’t  just  appear  like  manna 
from  heaven.  Activists  Warren  Patterson  and 
Bill  Newton  are  to  be  thanked  for  doing  the 
grunt  work  of  delivering  all  this  material. 
This  is  not  the  first  time  that  they  have 
tirelessly  given  of  themselves  to  our 
community.  Thank  you. 

I’d  also  like  to  thank  Indigo  which  took 
material  for  those  men  who  patronize  Indigo 
with  their  women  friends.  Unfortunately,  in 
our  ceaseless  fight  against  AIDS,  sometimes 
we  lose  sight  of  other  important  community 
concerns,  including  lesbian  and  women’s 
health  issues.  The  solidarity  Indigo  gave  our 
campaign  hopefully  will  serve  as  a  reminder 
that  solidarity  is  to  be  reciprocated. 

AIDS  will  remain  with  us  for  some  time, 
and  complacency  ranks  with  the  virus  as  our 
deadliest  enemy.  Preliminary  statistics  from  a 
recently-completed  AIDS  ACTION- 
sponsored  survey  of  gay  men  indicated  an 
alarming  number  of  gay  men  who  practiced 
unprotected  anal  sex  within  a  six-month 
period.  One  mistake  can  lead  to  a  deadly 
infection. 

We  must  take  responsibility  for  our  own 
safety,  our  own  lives.  No  one  else  can.  The 
bars  and  AIDS  organizations  cannot  control 
what  we  do  in  the  bedroom  or  anywhere  else, 
only  our  own  consciences  and  “condom 
sense’’  can  do  that 

During  the  remainder  of  this  New  Year,  we 
hope  to  arrange  with  the  bars  a  limited  supply 
of  condoms  to  be  distributed  to  the  patrons  on 
a  monthly  basis.  Obviously,  they  will  not  be 
enough  for  everyone.  That’s  not  the  purpose. 
These  condoms  along  with  condom  machines 
hopefully  will  remind  us  that  there  is  no 
reason  why  anyone  should  not  use  a  condom. 
The  responsibility  of  safer  sex  always  rests 
within  us. 

Again,  thanks  to  all  the  bars  and  people 
who  showed  their  “condom  sense.” 

Sincerely, 
JimBrinning 
Gay  Male  Health  Educator 
AIDS  ACTION 
Boston,  Mass. 

Support  queer  police 

Dear  GCN:  '  . 

Let  me  introduce  myself.  My  name  is 
Preston  Horton  and  I’m  a  police  officer  in  the 
city  of  Northampton.  I’m  writing  several  gay 
publications  looking  for  PR  for  an 
organization  I’ve  started  for  the  New  England 
area. 

The  organization  is  based  upon  a  group 
that  I  currently  belong  to  in  New  York,  N.Y. 
It  is  called  G.O.A.L  or  Gay  Officers  Action 
League.  This  is  a  support/legal  representation 
group  for  professionals  within  ^e  criminal 
justice  area. 

It  is  for  gay  and  straight  people  that  are 
police  officers,  correctional  officers,  state, 
local,  federal  district  attorney’s  personnel. 
The  group  in  New  York  City  is  called 
G.O.A.L  Region  One.  I  plan  to  incorporate 
GOAL  New  England  as  one  chapter.  I  have 
the  inc.  in  the  works  now.  We  afi  know  how 
hard  it  is  to  be  gay  in  this  world  but  with  a 
little  support  I’ve  been  able  to  come  out  at 
home  and  in  my  police  depL 

Feel  free  to  call  and  leave  a  message  (413) 
586-2078,  or  write: 

G.O.A.L 

PO  Box  604 

Northampton,  MA  01060 

Sincerely, 
Preston  P.  Horton 
Northampton,  Mass. 

We  demand  respect 

Dear  GCN: 


Condom  sense 

Dear  GCN: 

During  the  weekends  of  December  14, 
1990  through  Januaty  5,  1991,  over  40,000 
condoms  were  distributed  during  the  AIDS 
ACTION  Committee’s  “Let  Wisdom  and 
Condom  Sense  Be  Your  Guide”  campaign. 
Most  of  Greater  Boston’s  gay  bars 
participated  in  this  important  campaign.  It 
was  our  way  to  end  1990  on  a  safe  note,  and 
to  remind  our  community  to  begin  the  New 
Year  in  an  equally  safe  way. 

I’d  like  to  tha^  those  bars  who  helped  us 
with  this  effort,  with  a  special  “thank  you”  to 
the  Tavern  Guild  rqjresenting  the  bar  owucts 
and  managers  in  our  community.  I’d  like  to 
th^  especially  Buddies  and  Bill  Svetz  from 
Fritz  for  their  assistance. 

During  this  campaign,  the  safer  sex 
pamphlet  “Frit  Off  the  Streets”  and  the  HIV- 
testing  brochure  for  gay  men  “Think  about  it” 


I  pray  that  when  this  letter  reaches'  its 
destination  it  would  find  the  whole  GCN 
family  in  the  best  of  God’s  tendo"  loving  and 
caring. 

My  fiiends,  I  want  to  take  this  momoit  to 
convey  my  most  sincere  appreciation  to  the 
GCN  family  for  placing  my  name  in  the 
GCN  pen-pals  column.  Due  to  such  a 
beautiful  act  by  the  GCN  family,  I  am  very 
fortunate  to  have  two  new  friends  in  my  life. 

My  fiiends,  I  want  you  to  know  that  I  am 
keeping  up  with  the  so  called  “gay  and 
lesbian  bashing,”  and  I  asked  myself  how  can 
those  people  be  so  fucking  narrow-  minded? 
They  want  to  beat  us  up  because  we  are  gay 
and  lesbian  lovers.  I  get  so  mad  because  I 
don’t  see  any  sense  in  this  at  all.  Some  people 
just  don’t  seem  to  understand  that  we  are 
human  beings,  that  we  have  feelings  like  all 
human  beings.  I  would  like  to  convey  my 
sadness  to  those  who  propagate  violence 
against  us;  I  want  for  them  to  undostand  that 
we  are  happy  to  be  what  we  are,  and  that  God 
gave  ev«y  human  being  the  ri^t  to  be  what 
he  or  she  wants  to  be. 

We  are  proud  of  being  gay  and  lesbian. 


4  •  FEBRUARY  1 1-17,  1991  •  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


Qay  Community  News  Is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  In  the  Interest  of  gay 
and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  ol  a  paid  staff  of  ten,  a  general  merrbership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board  of  directors 
elected  by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  In  'editorials'  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  coVectfve.  Signed  leners  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  Infonnatlon.  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members. 

The  GCN  Collective  In  a|>habotlcal  order  by  prlrt^ry  tltleflunctlon  (*  indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective): 


ADVERTISING 
Display:  Colleen  Trixi  BurKe* 

Classified:  Rebecca  Lavine* 

ART/PRODUCnON  DEPARTMENT 
Art  Director:  Adrianna  Alty* 

Illustrators/Layout:  Alison  Bechdel,  Laura  Pierce,  Linda  Ready, 
Noreen  Stevens,  Jean  Vallon,  Rosanne  Walsh  Gosch 
Proofreaders:  Jan  Raiding,  Gordon  Gottlieb,  Rob  Krikorlan, 
Read  Weaver 

Production  Night  Sustenanca:  Read  Weaver 
BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

Gary  Daffln,  Harold  Dufour-Anderson,  Jim  Fauntleroy,  Phil 
Harper,  Ellen  Hendrix,  Jim  Klaly  Ellla  Margolls,  Catharine  Reid, 
Julie  Rbux 

CIRCULATION  DEPARTMENT 

Coordinators:  Chris  Nealon*,  Elizabeth  Yukins* 

Data  Entry:  Paul  Schlerenbeck 

Staff:  Patrick  Cain,  Raymond  Hopkins,  Ronn  Jackson,  William 
Newton,  Ana  Ortiz,  Warren  Patterson,  Whitt  Pond,  BUI  Sweet, 
Sandl  Warren 

COMPUTER  COMMITTEE 

Mark  Curby,  Steve  Dyer,  Art  Cohen,  John  Hosken,  Troy 
Richardson,  Paul  Schlerenbeck,  Frank  Strona 

COORDINATING  EDITOR 

Frank  Strona* 

DISTRIBUTION 

Boston  area:  Gloria's  Tnjcking 
Bulk  Distribution  A  Pizza  Sustainer:  Ray  Hopkins 
New  York  Distrbution:  Ubiquity  Distrbutbn,  1050  East  4th 
Street,  Brooklyn,  NY  11230,  (718)  789-3137 

FEATURES  DEPARTMENT 

Editor:  Christopher  Wittke* 

CsUendar  Editor:  Adrianna  Alty* 

Calendar  Ccnrdinator:  Norm  Aleks 
Staff:  Karin  Agullar-San  Juan,  Waita  BorawskI,  Michael 
BronskI,  Cheryl  Clarke,  Susie  Day,  Carrie  Dearborn,  Jim 
Fauntleroy,  Ayofemi  Folayan,  Caroline  Foty,  Liz  Galst,  Diane 
Hamer,  Phil  Harper,  Essex  Hemphill,  Monica  Hlleman,  Isaac 
Jackson,  Terri  Jewell,  John  Kyper,  Alisa  Lebow,  Mara  Math, 


Duncan  MItchel,  Marea  Murray,  Jon  David  Naley,  Laura 
Pierce,  Elizabeth  PIncus,  Colin  Robinson,  Steve  Rose,  Patricia 
A.  Roth,  Kate  Rushin,  Charley  Shively,  Tatianna  Schrieber, 
Marc  Stein,  Donald  Stone,  Makta  Tllchen,  Tim  Walton 

FINANCE  COMHTTEE 

Jim  Faumleroy,  Lenny  Goldstein,  WIckie  Starrps,  Frank  Strona 

INDEXER 
Charles  Ash 

NEWS  DEPARTMENT 

Editor  Kelly  Gaines* 

Reporters:  Chris  Nealon*,  Elizabeth  Yukins* 

St^:  Scott  Brookie,  Betsy  Brown,  Joe  Cloe,  Gunther  Freehill. 
Mike  Friedman,  Judy  Gerber,  Jq^tn  Hubert  Stephen  Hunt 
John  Kyper,  Kendall  Lovett,  William  Marm,  Chip  Mitchell,  David 
Morris,  ^eve  Rose,  Susan  Schmitz,  Deborsdt  Schwartz,  Rod 
Sorge,  Marc  Stein,  Carrie  Wofford,  John  Zeh 

OFFICE  MANAGER 
Hers  hey  HIrschkop 

PRISONER  PROJECT 

Coordinator:  Mike  Rlegie 

Prisoner  Project  Staff:  Bill  Andriette,  Natalie  DUfloth,  Brian 
Flynn,  Rob  Krikorlan, 

Tlyo  Attallah  Saiah-EI,  Tallana  Schreber 

PERSONNEL  COMMITTEE 

Adrianna  Alty,  Michael  BronskI,  Kelly  Gaines,  Phil  Harper, 
PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Susan  Bernstein,  Darlene,  Susan  Flelschmann,  Marilyn 
Humphries,  T.L.  Litt  Patsy  Lynch,  Debbie  Rich,  RINK,  Eva 
Schlesinger,  Lisa  Sette,  Ellen  Shub,  Lee  Snider,  Chuck 
StsUlcud,  Laura  Wulf 

PROMOTIONS  DEPARTMENT 

Coordinator:  Lenny  Goldstein* 

SUSTAINER  COMMITTEE 

Gordon  Gottlieb,  Shelley  Mains  Stephanie  PoggI,  Frank 
Strona,  Nancy  Wechsler 

PRODUCTION  DEPARTMENT 
Typesetter:  Rebecca  Lavine* 


Btomfleld  Street  Educational  Foundation,  Inc.,  all  rights  tesenred.  Reprint  by  permission  only. 

Gay  Community  News  is  published  weekly  (except  for  the  last  week  of  April,  August  and  December),  by  the  Bromflekt 
Street  Educational  Foundation,  Inc.,  a  non-profit,  tax-exempt  corporation.  Our  office  Is  located  at  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston, 
MA  02116.  (617)  426-4469,  (617)  4262723  (FAX),  (617)  4260332  (TTY/TDD).  Second-class  postage  paid  at  Boston,  Mass. 
Annual  subscription  rate  for  Individuals  is  S39.  Institutional  rate:  $55.  ISSN:  [0147-0726].  .  , 

Member  Gay  and  Lesbian  Press  Association,  New  England  Press  Association,  Reporters  Committee  for  Freedom  ^  the 
Press,  COSMEP.  GCN  Is  Included  In  the  Alternative  Press  Index,  published  quarterly  by  the  Alternative  Press  Center,  Inc.,  Box 
33109,  Baltimore,  MD  21218.  Volumes  1-15  of  GCN  are  available  on  microfilm  for  $40Mume,  $550/complste  set.  Write 
GCN/Mbrofllm  for  more  information. 

Postmaster:  Send  address  changes  to:  Gay  Corrsnunlty  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


-  ( 


□  1  year  (49  issues)  $39 

□  1  year ,  institututional  $55 

□  2  year  (98  issues)  $67 

□  3  years  (147  issues)  $95 

□  6  months  (25  issues )  $25 

□  6  months,  low  income  $14 


Name _ _ 

Address _ 

City _ 

State _ ^Zip _ 

D  New  Subscription  □  Renewal 

□  VISA  □  Mastercard 

Acct.#: _ 

Expiration  date: _ 

Charge  Amount:  $ _ 

Signature: _ 

□  I  am  interested  in  GCN’s  Sustainer 
Program  (pledging  $120-i-iVear) 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ toward  a  free 

sub  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner. 

Payment:  Check  one: 

□  Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money 

order  to  GCN  for  $ _ 

□  Please  charge  my  subscription  to 

my  credit  card  (complete  all  credit 
information  above) 

Forslgn  subtcilptlont,  add  50%  payabla  with  a 
poital  monay  ordar.  GCN's  subscilption  rates 
are  for  within  the  U.S.  APO  &  FPO.  Amounts 
received  In  excess  of  the  subscription  price  will 
be  considered  donations.  GCN  Is  published  by 
the  non-profit .  tax-exempt  Bromfield  Street 
Educational  Foundation. 


Help  us  spread  the  word  by  seediiigi 
complimentary  copy  of  GM  te: 

Name _ _ 

Address _ _ 

City _ 

State . Bp . , . 


SPEAKING  OUT 


Who  is  going  to  walk  the 


Those  who  are  hurting  and  even  killing  us 
don’t  understand  that  by  them  doing  all  these 
savage  acts  against  us  we  only  become 
stronger  in  fighting  for  what  is  our  human 
rights  to  be  what  we  want  to  be. 

We  in  the  gay  community  and  lesbian 
community  don’t  go  around  hurting  people 
because  of  these  beliefs  or  because  of  what 
they  choose  to  be.  We  expect  to  be  respected 
as  well.  If  you  people  who  are  causing  harm 
upon  gays  and  lesbians  are  religious  fanatics 
or  so  c^ed  mordists,  be  what  you  want  to 
be  but  stop  your  madness  against  us! 

Well  my  message  to  the  religious  fanatics, 
to  the  prison  bullies  and  to  all  the  people 
who  are  anti-gay  or  anti-lesbians,  we  are  sick 
and  tired  of  your  double  standard  bullshit, 
we  would  NOT  stand  still  and  allow  anyone 
to  hurt  us  in  prison  or  out  in  the  outside 
world.  We  don’t  force  anybody  to  like  us, 
but  we  sure  demand  respect  as  a  community 
and  as  human  beings.  To  those  prison 
bullies:  if  you  don’t  like  gays  or  lesbians 
don’t  come  to  us  trying  to  get  a  piece  of  ass 
or  a  blow  job,  leave  us  alone.  We  have 
feelings  just  like  any  human  being.  You 
don’t  have  to  like  us,  but  you  have  to  respect 
us  as  the  people  that  we  are.  Don’t  continue 
to  force  us  to  do  things  that  we  don’t  want  to 
do.  Most  important  let  us  live  our  lives  as  we 
wish!! 

My  message  to  all  gay  mm,  lesbians  and 
gay  lovers  is  don’t  give  up  the  fight,  stand  up 
for  your  rights!  Remember  we  are  a 
righteous  people  too!!  My  love  to  the  family 
of  GCN  and  to  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  around  the  world! 

My  sincere  love, 
Miguel  Tefedo 
Attica,  NY  14011-0149 
#88.AJ2880  (B-13-2) 

Making  Meaker  visible 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  pleased  to  read  Walta  Borowski’s 
intelligmt  and  insightful  review  of  Marijane 
Meakm’s  Shockproof  Sydney  Skate,  wliich 
has  been  recently  reissued  as  a  Plume 
pi^erback  after  having  been  out  of  print  for 
ovm  a  decade. 

Borowski  wonders  why  Meaker  hasn’t 
published  anything  else  in  the  17  years  since 
this  novel  was  published.  Well,  she  has! 
Meaker  curroitly  writes  novels  for  teenagos 
under  the  pm  name  of  M.E.  Kerr.  Members 
of  the  lesbian/gay  community  are  probably 
familiar  with  her  1986  novel  Night  Kites 
«diich  was  one  of  the  first  tern  novels  to  deal 
with  AIDS.  She  is,  in  fact,  one  of  the  best 
and  most  highly  respected  writers  for  teens. 
Although  hm  novels  typically  deal  with  the 
concerns  and  love  relationsWps  of  straight 
temagers,  she  sometimes  includes  gays  and 
lesbians  as  secondary  characters.  Gay  adults 
who  are  accustomed  to  reading  betwem  the 
lines  will  frequently  find  gay  subtexts  in 
Kot’s  novels  for  teens,  from  small  details 
such  as  “coded”  descriptions  of  characters 
wearing  purple  or  pinky  rings  to  wickedly 
witty  social  satire  to  overall  themes  of 
alimation  and  the  importance  of  subculture. 

Readers  with  a  long  memory  may  already 
know  that  in  the  1950s  Marijane  M^er  also 
wrote  under  the  pen  names  of  Vin  Packer 
(The  Evil  Friendship  and  Spring  Fire)  and 
Ann  Aldrich  (We  Too  Must  Love,  We  Walk 
Alone,  Take  A  Lesbian  to  Lunch,  etc.).  In  real 
life  she  was  the  model  for  writer  Nina 
Spicer,  a  character  in  Arm  Bannon’s  Beebo 
Brinker  novels  written  in  the  1950s.  In  a 
memoir  of  her  childhood  and  adolescence. 
Me  Me  Me  Me  Me:  Not  a  Novel  (Harper, 
1983),  Meaker  also  claims  to  have  been  the 
inspiration  for^uise  Fitzhugh’s  character 
Harriet  the  Spy,  a  marvelous  role  model  for 
countless  dykes  growing  up  in  the  1960s. 

None  of  this  is  a  secret.  If  one  simply 
reads  Vin  Packer’s  “trash”  thrillers.  Aim 
Aldrich’s  pseudo-sociological  studies  of  the 
1950s  lesbian  community  and  M.E.  Kerr’s 
teen  novels,  it  is  quite  easy  to  put  together, 
since  Marijane  Meaker  fir^uently  recycled 
the  same  material  in  the  books  she  wrote 
under  all  three  pen  names.  The  afterword  of 
Ann  Aldrich’s  1958  book  We,  Too,  Must 
Love,  for  example,  is  the  basis  for  the  plot  of 
M.E.  Kerr’s  1975  novel.  Is  That  You,  Miss 
Blue?  In  addition,  standard  reference  sources 
such  as  Something  About  the  Author  list  all 
of  Marijane  Meaker ’s  books  under  all  of  her 
pseudonyms.  Sadly,  a  supposedly  scholarly 
literary  biography  of  M.E.  Kerr  published  by 
Twayne  a  few  years  ago  ignored  her 
contributions  to  lesbian  literature,  even 
though  Shockproof  Sydney  Skate  clearly 
rqjresents  a  transition  between  the  wnting  of 
“Ann  Aldrich”  (observer  of  the  lesbian 
community)  and  “M.E.  Kerr”  (young  adult 
novelist).  As  lesbians,  we  are  used  to  being 
made  invisible  in  the  mainstream  and  many 
of  us  choose  to  fight  against  it.  I  find  it 
particularly  tragic  when  the  contributions  of 


By  Ed  Hunt 

The  post-election  commentary  in  GCN  and 
Bay  Windows  raises  serious  issues.  Attacks 
by  right-wing  elements  on  Boston  City 
Councillor  David  Scondras  and  on  Rep. 
Byron  Rushing  (D-South  End),  and  blatant 
cheerleading  for  Weld  by  sectors  of  the  gay 
community  concern  many  of  us. 

Under  toe  banner  of  “political  diversity” 
we  now  see  gay  (men)  conservatives  push 
their  political  agenda  on  toe  entire  gay  and 
lesbian  community,  which  in  both  the  short 
run  and  the  long  run  serves  to  isolate  this 
community  fi'om  toose  other  sectors  of  U.S. 
society  with  which  we  need  to  be  in  alliance: 
working  people  and  the  poor,  the  Black 
community  and  other  communities  of  color, 
toe  women’s  movement,  and  others  in  the 
broader  progressive  movement  for  social  and 
economic  justice  in  this  country. 

Those  who  argue  that  we  must  pursue  a 
more  even-handed  approach  toward  both 
major  political  parties,  as  a  strategy  for 
winning  equality  for  gays  and  lesbians,  are 
wasting  their  time.  And  ours.  Dealing  with 
toe  Democratic  Party  is  bad  enough;  with 
some  notable  exceptions,  the  Democrats  have 
been  unreliable  in  fulfilling  their  smallest 
promises  to  gays  or  other  disenfranchised 
groups.  I  share  toe  frustration  voiced  by 
many,  including  toose  who  felt  it  necessary 
to  pull  toe  lever  for  Weld,  that  toe  Democrats 
have  taken  us  for  granted. 

Those  of  us  who  could  neither  vote  for 
Silber  nor  Weld  find  toe  assertion  that  there 
is  a  political  space  for  us  within  the 
Republican  Party  incredible.  In  fact,  the 
opposite  is  true,  llie  party  of  Ronald  Reagan 
and  George  Bush  offers  us  nothing. 

It  has  been  the  Republican  Party  (often 
without  opposition  from  most  Democrats) 
which  has  pursued  policies  resulting  in  an 
unprecedented  rise  in  hunger,  poverty, 
violence,  and  homelessness.  Civil  rights  laws 
have  been  weakened,  and  attacks  on 
reproductive  rights  of  women  have  been  led 
by  Republicans.  This  (Reagan-Bush) 
Republican  administration  set  the  political 
tone  which  has  fostered  an  alarming  rise  in 
racist  and  homophobic  attacks. 

And  it  was  toe  Republicans  who  led  the 
way  (again,  with  toe  complicity  of  many 
Democrats)  in  doing  absolutely  nothing  to 
stem  what  has  become  a  massive  AIDS 
epidemic.  Not  surprisingly,  they  managed  to 
find  the  resources  to  destabilize  Nicaragua 


lesbian  writers  such  as  Marijane  MeakCT  are 
unintentionally  lost  in  our  own  community, 
especially  when  she  herself  has  dropp^ 
plaity  of  clues  in  what  may  be  an  attempt  to 
avoid  being  erased  from  the  records 
available  to  lesbian  historians  of  toe  future. 

’  Sincerely, 

Kathleen  T.  Homing 
Madison,  Wise. 

is  it  too  much  to  ask? 

Dear  GCN: 

Is  it  too  much  to  ask?  Am  I  so  “pCTverted” 
as  to  no  longer  be  afforded  the  basic 
Constitutional  Rights  of  the  so-called 
“norm?”  Our  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons  has 
so  little  concern  for  toe  safety  and  well-being 
of  toe  gay  population  within  its  institutions 
that  I  am  seeking  toe  support  of  persons'in 
society,  persons  like  yourselves  who  are 
willing  to  take  a  few  minutes  to  write  a  letter 
or  make  a  phone  call  to  protest  toe  outrage 
presented  when  the  governing  authorities 
refuse  to  take  anything  other  than  token  steps 
to  aisure  that  members  of  its  population,  any 
membCTS,  are  protected  from  all  elanents  of 
this  “society”  which  habitually  prey  on 
others. 

I  am  at  present  incarcerated  at  the  U.S. 
Penitentiary  at  Leavenworth,  Kansas.  I  am 
for  toe  time  being  housed  in  Administrative 
Detention  for  my  own  safety.  I  am  a  gay 
male,  27  years  old,  and  I  am  in  fear  for  my 
life. 

I  have  been  here  at  Leavenworth  for  about 
a  year,  and  recently  I  was  very  attracted  to 
someone  here,  and  sought  to  get  to  know  this 
young  man.  As  a  result  it  became  common 
knowledge  that  I  was  gay.  Once  again  I  was 
made  to  feel  as  if  I  were  the  carrier  of  a  very 
contagious  deviance.  Anyway,  shortly 
thereafter  I  was  approached  by  two  monbers 
of  a  nationwide  prison  organization  (gang) 
and  was  told  that  I  was  a  disgrace  to  my 
race,  and  that  I  better  watch  my  back  all  the 
time  because  they  weren’t  going  to  let  me 
get  away  with  it.  In  fact  they  told  me  that 
they  wotod  have  me  killed.  I  approached  toe 
Administration  here  at  Leavenworth  and 
explained  to  them  what  had  happened  and 


and  prop  up  military  death  squad  states  in 
Coitral  America.  (Uncle  Sam  has  spent  more 
than  $4  billion  propping  up  the  bloody 
military  regime  in  El  Sdvador  alone.) 

Now  toe  U.S.  is  at  war  in  toe  Middle  East 
as  toe  White  House  leads  us  into  toe  largest 
military  action  since  toe  war  in  Indochina.  I 
oppose  this  war,  for  reasons  too  numerous 
and  lengthy  to  go  into  here.  Weld,  of  course, 
supports  U.S.  intervention. 

People  like  me  might  be  lumped  in  with 
what  has  been  termed  “church  basement 
liberals”  (GCN  Speaking  Out  1 2/9/90)  for 
withholding  my  support  for  Weld.  “Church 
basement  liberals,”  we  are  told,  “hold  their 
noses  up  at  the  prospect  of  supporting 
candidates  who  don’t  agree  with  every  last 
one  of  their  issues,”  and  the  implication  is 
that  toe  gay  and  lesbian  community  cannot, 
or  should  not,  cast  its  lot  with  other  minority 
groups  also  struggling  for  justice  and 
equality.  On  toe  contrary,  we’re  talking  about 
a  basic  difference  in  outlook. 

Just  because  Weld  gives  lip  service  to  toe 
concept  of  human  rights  for  gays  and 
lesbians  doesn’t  mean  we  should  line  up 
politically  with  him  as  he  assaults  social 
services  for  working  people,  people  of  color, 
women,  and  toe  elderly — which  he  promises 
to  do. 

Weld’s  gay  fan  club  needs  reminding  that  a 
sizable  chunk  of  Weld’s  votes  were  indeed 
STOP  SILBER  votes.  Some  observers 
reported  on  election  night  that  Weld  received 
more  stop-Silber  votes  than  he  did  pro- Weld 
votes.  I  imderstood  toe  argument  that  Silber 
was  dang^us  and  had  to  be  stopped,  even  if 
it  meant  holding  one’s  nose  and  voting  for 
Weld.  The  argument  wasn’t  strong  enough  to 
sway  me  to  pull  toe  lever  for  Weld,  but  I 
understood  it. 

It  is  another  thing  altogether  to  make  toe 
claim  toe  Weld  is  our  friend.  Where  is  it 
coming  from?  From  a  small  segment  of  toe 
gay  community  acting  on  its  class  intCTests 
and  not  at  all  in  toe  interests  of  toe  gay  and 
lesbian  community.  It’s  more  clearly  seen  in 
the  controversy  surrounding  the  State 
Representative  race  in  toe  South  End.  Why 
else  toe  challenge  by  gay  Republican  Mike 
Duffy  to  pro-gay,  progressive  Afro-American 
incumbent  Byron  Rushing. 

From  the  beginning.  Rep.  Rushing  has 
been  one  of  our  few  genuine  fiiends,  and  like 
Mel  King  before  him,  has  not  veered  from 
uncompromising  support  of  full  rights  for 


requested  that  I  be  taken  into  protective 
custody.  This  was  done,  and  here  I  siL 
A  few  days  ago  I  was  told  by  one  of  toe 
staff  members  .that  I  was  going  to  be 
transferred  sooner  or  later  but  that  it 
wouldn’t  do  me  any  good,  because  it  would 
catch  up  to  me  sooner  or  later  wherever  I 
went. 

I  am  in  the  process  of  researching  case 
law,  rulings  of  toe  courts,  etc.  in  an  attempt 
to  force  this  system  to  recognize  that  there  is 
an  urgent  and  pressing  need  for  measures 
which  would  insure,  or  at  least  better  provide 
for  the  safety  and  well-being  of  what  has 
long  bear  known  as  a  target  group  in  prison, 
open  to  physical,  mental,  and  verbal  abuse 
from  both  staff  and  inmates.  I  am  in  need  of 
support  in  the  form  of  letters,  either  to 
myself  or  the  Bureau  of  Prisons,  in 
Washington  D.C.,  or  to  toe  Warden  of  this 
prison,  protesting  the  inadequate  and 
draconian  policies  presently  in  effect 
conconing  custody  of  gay  prisoners.  If  you 
know  of  any  legal  issues,  cases,  etc.  that 
apply  please  let  me  know  about  them. 

This  is  not  an  isolated  case,  there  are  in 
fact  quite  a  few  of  us  in  similar  situations.  I 
am  concerned  for  all  of  us,  and  want  to 
attanpt  to  cause  toe  system  to  wake  up  and 
address  toe  probems  rather  than  act  as  if  no 
problems  exist. 

Your  letters  and  phone  calls  regarding  this 
subject  will  make  them  aware  that  there  are 
people  who  care.  This  may  cause  them  to 
stop  and  think  before  just  pushing  toe  whole 
issue  under  the  rug.  I  can  be  written  to  (see 
address  below)  or  toe  wardor  here: 

Mr.  Henman,  Warden 
U.S.P.  Leavenworth 
P.O.  Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  Kansas  66048-1000 
or  the  Director  of  the  system: 

Mr  Quinlin,  Director 
Bureau  of  Prisons 
Washington,  D.C. 

Please  help  us.  Thank  you! 

Anson  Stowers 
Reg.  no.  18833-077 
P.O.  Box  1000 
Leavenworth,  Kansas  66048-1000 


plank? 

gays  and  lesbians,  and  has  labored  under 
difficult  conditions  for  toe  unity  of  the  South 
End’s  diverse  population. 

I  commend  City  Councillor  David 
Scondras  for  acting  decisively  in  support  of 
Rep.  Rushing.  Instead  I  have  to  question  toe 
motives  of  toe  Duffy  candidacy  in  its  desire 
to  remove  a  pro-gay  Black  man  from  toe 
state  legislature  when  there  are  plenty  of 
conservative  anti-gay  incumbents  deserving 
of  an  electoral  challenge.  Perhaps  s  toe  Duffy 
campaign  should  consider  a  ch^enge  to  City 
Councillor  Jim  Kelly,  who  represents,  or 
more  appopriately,  misrepresents  toe  South 
End,  Chinatown,  (and  South  Boston,  too,  for 
that  matter)  and  has  based  his  entire  {xilitical 
career  on  intolerance  toward  minorities. 

In  shoving  aside  the  coalition  of  the 
disenfranchised  that  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  needs  to  gain  equality  in  our 
society,  this  conservative  tendency  in  our 
community  is  also  shoving  aside  toe  majority 
of  our  community,  which  is  not  exclusively 
white,  male  and  middle  class.  Some  are 
drooling  over  toe  prospect  of  high-level  gay 
appointments  at  the  State  House  by  the  Weld 
administration,  and  supposedly  toe  politics  of 
inclusion  are  now  toe  order  of  toe  day.  It  is 
naive  to  believe  that  Weld  will  turn  his  back 
on  the  traditional  base  of  the  Republican 
Party. 

It’s  toe  gay  and  lesbian  community,  people 
of  color,  women,  working  people  and  toe 
poor  who  are  going  to  walk  toe  plank.  We  are 
the  “special  interests”  that  the  Republicans, 
and  many  Democrats,  have  been  howling 
about  for  toe  past  decade. 

I’m  glad  that  toe  right-wingers  are  finally 
out  of  the  closet.  However,  this  kind  of 
political  diversity  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  doesn’t  need.  What’s  needed  is  a 
reversal  of  toe  right-wing  drift  this  country 
has  experienced  and  that  some  gay  men  have 
chosen  to  follow. 

Ed  Hunt,  formerly  a  labor  activist  and 
union  representative,  was  active  in  Mel 
King's  mayoral  campaigns  in  1979  and  1983, 
is  currently  active  in  efforts  against  U.S. 
intervention  in  Central  America  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Nicaragua  Committee  of  the 
Central  American  Solidarity  Association. 
Ed  rode  the  gay  and  lesbian  bus  for  the  Jan. 
26th  march  on  Washington  against  the  war 
in  the  Middle  East. 


Wrong  and  obscene 

Dear  GCN: 

Once  again  an  Illinois  Department  of 
Corrections  publication  review  has  judged 
homosexuality  to  be  wrong  and  obscene. 

With  your  support  I  was  able  to  change  toe 
guidelines  of  what  reading  material  was 
allowed  in  toe  last  facility  I  was  in.  They 
went  from  no  homosexual  material,  to 
anything  but  hardcore. 

Now  I  am  up  against  two  serious 
homophobic  fag  haters.  The  first  is 
Committee  Chairman  Mr.  Jim  Williamson, 
the  second  is  Mr.  Alan  Vichtman. 

They  say  they  are  not  going  to  have  any 
of  toaLhomosexual  garbage  in  their  prison.  I 
say  that  they  are  wrong.  I  say  that  just  like 
the  Stonewall  Rebellion  21  years  ago,  with 
unity  we  can  win. 

Anyone  out  there  who  has  a  few  minutes 
and  a  stamp  can  write  to  the  above 
mentioned  people  at  P.O.  Box  56,  Menard, 
IL  62259.  Show  them  that  there  are  others 
out  there  who  care. 

Also,  if  you  have  any  gay  books, 
magazines,  pamphlets  or  anything  that  they 
would  disagree  with,  please  send  it  to  me  at 
toe  address  below. 

Thank  you, 
Mr.  Maurce  D.  Lewis 
P.O.  Box  87-N10502 
Menard,  Illinois  62259 


BLACK  HISTORY 
MONTH  ISSUE 

Would  you  like  to  contribute  article,  artwork  or 
ideas  for  our  special  Black  History  Month  Issue 
to  be  published  in  February?  Maybe  you'd  like 
to  help  coordinate  this  6C/\/tradition  and  help 
make  this  year's  Black  Histoty  Month  Issue  our 
very  best  ever. 

Please  call  Chris  Wittke  in  Features  at 
(617)  26-4469  to  discuss  ideas,  or  drop  us 
a  line  at  GCN  Features,  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02116 
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Conference  Police 


Continued  from  paje  I 

“they  groom  new  leaders"  from  within, 
before  looking  outside. 

Meanwhile,  he  added,  the  actual 
experience  of  leadership  poses  its  own 
problems.  For  example,  he  said,  “Some 
people  try  to  be  overly  magnanimous,”  and 
become  unable  to  say  no  to  anyone. 

The  conference  tries  to  alleviate  or  prevent 
such  problems,  said  Bellingo’,  by  describing 
leadership  as  “a  process,"  and  not  a  state  of 
being.  Tliis  is  true  even  within  the  structure 
of  the  conference  itself,  he  said,  whwe  “I 
may  be  up  h^e  [in  the  front  of  the  room]  for 
this  session,  and  that  I  may  be  in  the  back 
row  in  the  next  session.” 

Expiorinf  spirituality 

A  new  feature  of  this  year’s  conference, 
Bellingo'  said,  is  the  Spirituality  Institute. 
That  part  of  the  conference,  he  said,  is 
designed  to  make  existing  church  practices 
more  welcoming  to  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
and  to  expand  ideas  about  what  counts  as 
“spiritual.”  This  year’s  ^irituality  program 
grew  out  of  an  intense  church  service  last 
year  that  lasted  for  three-and-a-half  hours. 
“People  didn’t  want  to  leave,”  said  Bellinger. 

He  added  that  despite  many  Black 
lesbians’  and  gay  men’s  upbringing  in  the 
Black  church,  their  adult  sexual 
identification  has  led  them  to  think  that 
relipous  life  cannot  be  welcoming  for  them. 
“This  changes  a  lot  of  those  opinions,” 
Bellingo'  said. 

This  is  the  first  year  that  the  conference 
has  been  scheduled  to  last  for  eight  days  —  a 
development  that  Bellinger  said  was 
promising,  but  also  a  challenge.  “This  is 
definitely  an  experiment,”  he  commented, 
adding  that  although  the  expanded  format 
allows  for  more  activities,  “it’s  hard  for 
people  to  get  off  work,  to  leave  their  jobs 
and  pay  for  this.” 

Idedly,  said  Bellinger,  the  conference’s 
continued  growth  will  make  it  more 
accessible  as  the  years  go  by.  “Ideally,  I’d 
like  to  see  support  and  funding  [from  more 
outside  sources]  so  more  people  can  go  at 
reduced  rates,”  he  said. 

— {iled  from  Boston 

Porn 

Continued  from  page  3 

workers  to  have  freedom  of  speech,”  he 
explained. 

“If  the  judge  foimd  that  the  purpose  of  the 
pictures  was  sexual  harassment,  then  the 
order  was  a  remedy  that  was  necessary  to 
deal  with  the  whole  situation,”  said  Joseph, 
adding  “But  if  the  judge  only  was  saying  that 
any  time  a  controvCTsial  picture  goes  up,  it 
should  be  banned,  then  ACLU  policy 
disagrees  with  this.” 

'Apples  and  oranges’ 

When  asked  about  the  First  Amendment 
implications  of  the  Robinson  case,  Danpsey 
responded,  “The  issues  [of  sexual 
harassment  and  freedom  of  expression 
rights]  are  like  apples  and  oranges  in  the  law. 
We’re  not  talking  about  obscenity 
judgemoits  here,  we’re  talking  about  grader- 
based  discrimination.” 

Many  women’s  rights  advocates  similarly 
felt  that  Hrst  Amendment  rights  were  not  at 
issue  in  the  Florida  case.  “The  defendants 
voiced  First  Amendment  concerns,  and  the 
judge  dismissed  them,”  said  Wetherfield. 
She  added  that  the  judge  did  not  rule  against 
pornography,  but  rather  that  he  ruled  against 
employers  allowing  sexual  harassment  to 
take  place  in  the  workplace.  “The 
government  has  the  right  to  try  to  eliminate 
sexual  discrimination,”  concluded 
Wethofield. 

Similarly,  Sue  Hyde,  former  director  of 
the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force’s 
Privacy  Project,  said  that  the  prohibitions 
ordered  by  Melton  did  not  relate  to  the 
crasorship  issues  recently  brought  up  by  the 
Mapplethorpe  case.  “The  display  of  matraial 
in  the  worl^lace  is  very  different  frem  the 
display  of  artwork  hung  in  places  where 
people  choose  to  view  it,”  Hyde  told  GCN. 

Nan  Hunter,  a  professor  at  Brooklyn  Law 
School,  said  that  the  intended  purpose  of  the 
posted  pictures  was  at  issue,  not  their 
content.  “The  photos  could  be  of  lesbian 
pornography  or  straight  women’s  muscle 
magazines — if  it  is  in  individuals’  lockers, 
than  it  is  their  own  business,”  Hunter  told 
GCN.  “This  case,  however,  is  an  issue  of 
attempting  to  make  the  entire  work 
atmosphere  less  hostile  to  employees.” 

“The  [free  speech  prohibition]  in  a  court 
decision  such  as  this  one  could  be,  and 
hopefully  is,  justified  in  terms  of 
harassment,”  she  said.  □ 


Continued  from  page  3 

that  night.  Eskam  added  that  during  one  of 
his  many  rides  in  a  police  car,  one  Area  C 
officer  said,  “You  don’t  really  have  any 
rights  ha-e.” 

Although  Eskam ’s  case  is  currratly  being 
investigated  by  Boston  Police  Internal 
Affairs,  he  and  his  advocates  said  they  are 
exhausted  with  the  process  and  hold  little 
hope  of  any  favorable  outcome. 

Further  personal  testimony  illustrated  how 
homophobia  and  sexism  are  combined  when 
lesbians  intraact  with  police.  Jen  Wofford,  a 
local  activist,  was  arrested  and  detained  last 
Septembra  for  wheatpasting  Queer  Nation 
posters.  Wofford  and  four  other  women  were 
hanging  posters  in  the  Jamaica  Plain 
neighborhood. 

Wofford  said  she  was  spray  painting  the 
message,  “AIDS  Is  A  Disaster,  Womra  Die 
Faster,”  when  a  man  pulled  up  in  an 
urunarked  car  and  said,  “Come  hrae,  young 
woman.”  The  man,  later  identified  as  off- 
duty  OfficCT  Robinson  of  Area  E  police,  did 
not  identify  himself  as  an  officer  as  he 
approached  Wofford.  Not  knowing  that  the 
man  was  a  cop,  Wofford  refused  to  answer 
his  questions  and  asked  him  to  go  away. 
Robinson  then  threw  Wofford  against  his  car 
and  informed  her  she  was  under  arrest. 
Throughout  the  incident,  said  Wofford, 
Robinson  treated  her  in  a  patronizing  and 
sexist  manner,  all  the  while  refusing  her 
requests  to  see  his  badge. 

When  police  back-up  arrived,  Wofford 
said  she  was  taken  to  the  police  station, 
where  she  was  subject  to  furdier  harassment 
and  rough  treatment  As  a  result,  she  suffered 
bruises  and  a  mild  concussion. 

Wofford  said  that  when  she  tried  to  solicit 
help  from  Sanders,  she  did  not  find  the 
mayor’s  liaison  helpful.  According  to 
Wofford,  Sandras  reacted  to  the  situation  by 
saying,  “What  do  you  expect  when  you’re 
spraypainting?”  (When  GCN  asked  Sanders 
for  a  response,  die  said,  “It’s  difficult  for  me 
to  respond  to  specific  things  said  about  me 
since  I  wasn’t  there.”  She  added,  “I  would 
like  to  talk  with  anyone  who  has  had  a  less 
than  satisfactory  experience  with  [this] 
office.”) 

Steve  LeBlanc  of  the  Fenway  Victim 
Recovery  Project  offered  an  account  about 
the  recent  raid  of  a  private  S/M  club. 
LeBlanc  spoke  on  behadf  of  several  people 
who  were  present  at  the  December  1990  raid 
of  the  Thunderhead  Club  (see  GCN  Jan.  21- 
27,  1991).  LeBlanc  told  the  audience  that 
during  the  raid,  officers  made  anti-gay 
statements,  such  as,  “Look,  it’s  a  faggot 
Disneyland  here,”  and  “You  faggots,  you  are 
all  gorma  die  of  AIDS.” 

Strategies  discussed 

Following  the  testimonies,  participants 
discussed  possible  tactics  for  dealing  with 
the  police.  Some  ideas  included:  draianding 
the  formation  of  a  Civilian  Review  Board  to 
oversee  police  conduct;  demonstrating  at  the 
homes  of  police  officers  who  have 
committed  homophobic  acts;  holding 
additional  meetings  with  the  command  staff 
of  the  police;  and  pursuing  Freedom  of 
Information  (FOI)  requests  for  depositions 
from  fritranal  Affairs  investigations. 

“I  don’t  give  a  damn  if  the  police 
dqrartment  is  srasitized,  unsensitized,  happy 
or  unhappy.  I’m  a  tax  payra,  I  expect  them  to 
act  a  certain  way,  whether  they  like  it  or 
not,”  said  openly  gay  Boston  City  Councilor 
David  Scondras  during  the  forum  that 
followed  the  personal  accoimts.  “If  they  are 
not  capable  of  performing  their  job,  they 
should  be  fired,”  he  said.  When  Scondras 
asked  how  many  people  in  the  audience  had 
had  negative  experiences  with  police,  about 
70  percrat  of  those  in  attradance  raised  their 
hands. 

Scondras  noted  that  he  and  three  other  city 
councilors  have  been  pushing  for  a  Civilian 
Review  Board  since  1984.  “It  regularly 
loses,”  he  said,  adding  “There’s  no  mystery 
to  the  obstacles,  we  don’t  have  enough 
votes. ...The  police  department  lobbies 
phenomraally  strongly  against  any  civilian 
review  board.” 

“We  have  to  be  talking  about  coalitions,” 
said  state  Rep.  Byron  Rushing  (D-South 
End).  “We  must  be  talking  about  long  term 
strategies.  The  first  thing  that  must  be  done 
is  get  commitments  from  the  top  brass,”  he 
said,  commenting,  “I  think  that  can  happen 
this  year.” 

Several  people  drew  parallels  between  the 
recrat  police  bdiavior  towards  gay  men  and 
lesbians  to  the  Stuart  murdra  case.  That  case 
caused  strong  racial  divisions  in  the  city  after 
police  believed  the  white  Charles  Stuart’s 
false  accusations  against  a  Black  man. 

Rushing  pointed  out  that  promises  made 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


ACCOMODATIONS  COUNSELING 


OASIS  QUEST  HOUSE 
22  EdgerV  Road 
Boeton.  MA02115 
(617)267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOUSnC 
HEALTH 

669  Somervlle  Ava. 
Somervila.  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)628-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332NeMt>urySL 
Boeton.  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900 

SPOFFORDHALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)363-4545 

AUTO  BODY 

DM  you  know  you  eta  no( 
raquirad  to  hava  yow  ear 
rapairad  at  an  kiauranca 
lacommended  rapair  ahop? 
JACK'S  AUTOBODY 
guararrteee  all  work  for  2 
years.  Come  see  us  (or  all  of 
your  auto  needs  (617)  320- 
9635,  36  M-F 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  BroadWE^ 

Cambridge,  MA 
(617)  868-3392 
T,  W,  F,  Sal:  10-6,  Th:  12-8 
•Repairs  •Parts  •Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 

BOOKSTORE 

166  Hampshire  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

Da  RITA  L  RELO, 
HARMONY  HOUSnC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ava. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)628-9547 

Da  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  St 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston,  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617-669-8629  Messs«e 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excellent  References  - 
1  dowindowsi 

CLEAN  SWEEP 

Residential  cleaning 
Ca/rtirldge/Somervllla 
References  available 
(617)6230266 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 

General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  References 
Bonded,  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  A  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 

(61 7)  445-81 30  Anytime 

RON'S  HYPERTYPER 
Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscrlpis  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 


EATING  DISOROERS 
VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M.Ed.  Anorexia.  Bulimia. 
Compulsiva  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  blssKual 
woman.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  tharapy 
(617)  492-7843 

MIRUUI  ROSENBERG, 
M.D.,PliO 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  leebiarrs.  gay 
men  and  their  cNktren 
(506)  368-7512 
Cioea  to  Boeton 

FOUNDATIONS 
Newton  Cantra,Tlm  Roddaiv 
MOhr  -  547-5338,  Mark 
Croeby;  MOiv  -  944-3341, 
Gay  afllmiative  Pastoral 
counselng/  Psychotherapy 

DEBRA  B.  TRUSKINOFF, 
UCSW 

Indiv,  couplee,  groups  -  For 
recovery  from  abuse,  shame. 
Incest,  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/Brighton  484-1553 

FRAIRNGHAM 
COUNSEUNG 
COLLABORATIVE 
254A  Cochituate  Rd.  Rte.  30 
Framinohara  MA  01701 
(506)  626-0133 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matlson,  LCSW 
JaynaKlatzker,  LCSW 
(508)  475-6950 

BACK  BAY  COUNSEUNG 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  St.,  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)  738-7860 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Carrbrldge,  MA  02139 
(617)  491-0968 
Oiunseiing  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men.  Individuals  &  couplee 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychother^ 
collectiva 

240A  Elm  SL,  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(817)  778-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY,  UCSW 
Kenmora  Healing  /Vns 
(617)  267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HIV/  AIDS 
Issues,  gay/leebian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOaATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ava. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  878-6110 
Insurance  Accepted,  Fees 
Negotiable 

SOUTH  END  COUNSEUNG 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boeton,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC 

20  Sacremanto  St. 
CAmbridge,  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECRVE 
60  1/2  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

WOMEN'S  COUNSELING 
ASSOaATESOF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro-West  Lesbiais 
(508)443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

Da  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR  PAULGROlPEN 
DR  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ava. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

DRJOHNBARNA 

581  Boylston  SL  4th  floor 
Boeton,  MA  02199 
(617)3531500 


ELECTRICiANS 

B^CTRKAL  WIRING  A 
RBVUR  BY  PAULA 
Peabody,  MA.  24-hr.  sarvica 
1-800-3832978 
MA  lea  A72g8  •  NH  IcS  3697 
ME  lc«3269  DtrB/A  P.Walach 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  ML  Auburn  St 
Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)9284289 

FUNCTIONS 
AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
Formal  dinners,  fundraisers, 
cocktal  parlies,  business 
functions,  jolnlng/unlon 
ceremonies 
(508)  6880217 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 

DESKTOP 

PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBLISHING  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  SL 
Boeton,  MA02116 
cal  Wayne:  (617)  3531925 
Adrianna :  (617)  4284469 

HAIR  SALONS 

R  CUMMINGS 

309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boeton,  MA  02118 
(617)3385356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St,  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  Ine 
Tues.  and  Sat  85  Wed.-Frl 
89  Wak-in  or  appt.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Heath  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrtion  and  Spirtual 
Counseling 

(617)  2688122,  M-Th,  12-7 

FENWAY  COkMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Havland  SL,  Boeton,  MA 
(Medical  Canter  and  HIV 
Outpatient  CInic:  267-7573) 

&  93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boeton,  MA  (Mental  Heath, 
Reseanth,  Communty 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 

STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)4387588 
232  Court  SL 
Ponsrrxiuth,  NH  03801 

DR  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
A  gay  physician  spedatzing 
in  heath  care  for  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Columbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weakly,  bi-weekly,  nxinthly 
arKf  special  occasions 
(617)  7782271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLUNS,  CLU 
Congress  St.,  PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA02105 
1-808352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  SL 
Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  6837676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Help  from  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner-author-filny 
comtTf  Is  actor.  Free  brochure 
8  Iniroduclory  session. 
Carrtorkige/ Boeton 
(617)863-8448 


LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  R 
MCKBBON 
8  Fansull  Hall 
Marketplace  Sth  Fl  Loft 
Boetoa  MA  (617)  367-0414 

PRINTING 

RED  BUN  PRESS 
94  Green  SL 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REALKTATE 
Ful  Service  Brokerage: 
Midge  Batelle,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  SL 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

PLEASANT  REALTY 

713  Centre  SL 
Boeton ,  MA  021X 
(617)  522-4600 
Trisha  Solio,  Janet  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AMTIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jmvs 
PO  Box  11,  Cantcridge,  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 
(617)9282536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  St.  In 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 

761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)9839530 
TTY-TTD9529 
M-S  187,  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/ AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Certffled  Public  Accountant 
126  Slate  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)  5231060 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  /Vshcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Rain,  MA 
02130(617)524-7565 

WHOLISTIC 

HEALTH 

SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture,  Chiropractic, 
Massage  &  Polarity 
338  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  (617)  267-0900 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

Boeton  Park  Raza 
(617)482-2900 

PTOWNS  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 

Private  baths.  Fireplaces,  Full 
breakfast,  Conagee,  1  block 
to  beach,  5  min  walk  to  shops 
(506)487-1616 


WOMEN'S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

MOKSO  -  A  aub  for  Woman 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200  Th.  4,  PM-2 
AM,F4PM-2AM,SaL9PM- 
2AM,Sun.9PM-1  AM 


To  get  your  listing 
In  the  Community 
Guide  call  Tl’lxl  at 
(617)426^9 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

_ FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT _ 

SOMERVILLE,  /VUkSSACHUSETTS  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 
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Popular  Myths  About  AIDS:  #  1 


FACT:  AIDS  is  a  catastrophe  for  the  1990’s. 


Many  people  in  the  gay  community  are  infected 
and  don’t  know  it.  While  there  are  drugs  and 
treatments  available  now  that  can  slow 
the  virus  down,  there  is  still  no  cure. 


Safer  sex,  testing  and  early  treatment 

must  still  be  a  part  of  your  life 

and  can  keep  you  healthy  through  the  90’s. 

IVs  not  over  yet 

There  is  still  time  for  us  to  win  the  fight! 


Information:  AIDS  ACTION  Line 
(617)  536-7733  or  (800)  235-2331 
Paid  for  by  the  ^/DS^Cr/OW  Committee 


THE  CLUB  E*OR  WOMEN 


INDIGO  IS  BOSTON’S  HOTTEST 
DANCE  ClUB  FOR  WOMEN 

FREE  ADMISSION  'TIL  10:30 
EVERY  THURSDAY  AND  FRIDAY 

SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY  17 

(4-8PM)  NORTHEAST  WOMEN'S  MUSICAL  RETREAT  BENEFIT 
(NEXT  DAY  IS  HOUDAY)  •  FEATURING  8  PERFORMERS  INCLUDING 
N.Y.  COMEDIENNE  JUDITH  SLOAN,  THE  BATACUDA  BELLES, 
D'RZES  &  ELlfN  DeSANHS,  MARILYN  TOMEO  AND  PATTY  GRIFFIN. 
RAFFLE  AND  BAKE  SALE  TO  FOLLOW 

COMING  SOON 

★  2  NICE  GIRLS  ★ 

TRETFURE 


Thu  4PM-2AM,  Fri  4PM-2AM,  Sat  9PM-2AM.  Sun  9PM-1AM 
823  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  617-497-7200 


Farewell 
Lavender  Hearts 


After  six  years  of  sharing  erotic  lesbian  tales,  storyteller  Jennifer 
Justice  brings  her  show  to  Boston  for  the  last  time. 


m..-. 

m.  ■ 


mmm 


Jennifer  Justice 

By  Jennifer  Justice 

n  the  beginning  it  was  like  going  on  a 
blind  date.  We  were  both — me  and  my 
audience — a  little  shy  and  uncertain  of 
what  to  expect.  I  wasn’t  sure  anyone 
would  respond  to  my  invitation.  But  they  did. 
Two  hundred  women  and  a  few  hesitant  men 
came  through  the  cold  and  snow  in 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  to  the  basement  of  New 
Words  Bookstore  for  the  first  showing  of 
Lavender  Hearts,  Stories  of  Lesbian 
Romance  and  Erotica.  It  was  February, 
1985. 

There  was  a  good  deal  of  preliminary 
foreplay  at  the  first  performance,  wooing  the 
unkno\vn.  I  had  brought  a  large  bouquet  of 
flowers,  candles  and  a  bowl  full  of  candy 
kisses  and  bing  cherries.  And  I  stamped  each 
ticket  with  little  hearts. 

You  could  tell  by  the  eyes  of  those  who’d 
come  to  the  show  that  they  were  nervous. 
You  could  almost  hear  their  questions.  Would 
this  be  pornographic?  Would  it  be  silly? 
Stupid?  Embarrassing?  Any  good  at  all? 
Worth  the  price  of  the  ticket? 

Many  had  brought  dates.  Some  had  come 
with  a  large  group  of  friends,  enjoying  the 
safety  in  numbers.  A  few  of  the  truly  brave 
had  come  alone.  It  was  difficult  to  get 
comfortable.  The  chairs  were  metal  and  there 
weren’t  enough  of  them.  Blankets  were 
spread  on  the  floor  in  front  of  the  stage. 
Tables  ringed  the  area  behind  the  chairs. 
Some  women  were  left  to  lean  against  the 
brick  wall  at  the  veiy  back. 

“Can  everyone  see  me?”  I  asked.  To  the 
audience  I  looked  like  a  skittish  woman  with 
spikey  blond  hair.  I  drew  a  deep  breath  and 
called  out,  “There’s  more  room  on  the  floor. 
Here  we  go.” 

The  first  storytelling  of  Lavender  Hearts 
was,  in  retrospect,  a  bit  tentative.  There  was 
an  almost  30-minute  introduction  during 
which  I  showed  blown-up  color  xeroxes  of 
photos  of  my  first  women  lovers.  I  talked  too 
much,  as  I  do  when  I’m  nervous. 

“I  call  this  one  Mandy’s  lips.  Look  closely 
at  the  three  women  holding  the  string  of 
licorice  in  their  mouths.  I  was  having  affairs 
with  all  of  them  at  the  time.  None  of  them 
knew  about  the  others.  I  don’t  do  that  kind  of 
thing  anymore.” 

No  one  believed  the  last  statement,  of 
course.  That  was  part  of  the  fun  of  the  whole 
titillating  evening.  Will  she?  Won’t  she? 
When  does  the  erotic  part  begin?  The  room 
grew  quire  warm. 

I  told  a  creation  story  written  by  Elana 
Dykewomon.  “The  earth  and  sun,  our 
mothCTS,  lay  together...for  a  loooooooooong 
time.”  Coming  out  was,  appropriately,  the 
topic  of  many  of  the  stories  at  that  first 
performance.  The  first  moans  wa-e  drawn 
during  a  story  where  I  slowly,  succulently, 
ate  a  pomegranate.  Metaphorically,  of  course. 
“The  sweet  moisture  trailed  down  my  chin. 
My  fingers  wrae  damp  and  sticky  with  the 
sap. 


For  me  “Lavender  Hearts”  was  a  dialogue 
between  myself  and  the  audience. 
Storytelling  is  a  journey  the  storyteller  and 
the  audience  go  on  together.  A  relationship 
was  being  created.  Trust  was  established,  just 
in  time.  We  finally  arrived  at  the  promised 
juicy  parts  with  a  story  of  two  women 
kissing,  licking,  devouring  each  other  under 
the  moon  and  stars.  “Mouth  on  cunts, 
shoulders  and  ears.”  The  windows  steamed 
up  and  cheers  rang  out.  The  show  ended 
romantically  with  a  sweet,  sweet  telling  of 
the  last  chapter  from  Patience  and  Sarah. 

The  audience  and  I  both  went  home 
satisfied.  The  concept  was  going  to  work. 
Sojourner  gave  the  show  a  great  review.  It 
was,  in  fact,  wonderful  to  tell  and  hear  stories 
of  our  own  special,  nurturing,  powerful 
creative  erotic  energy.  But  some  people  must 
have  wondered:  would  it  just  be  a  one  night 
stand?  Would  it  happen  again? 

There  was  never  any  question  in  my  mind 
that  Lavender  Hearts  would  be  an  annual 
event.  I  was  always  bold  about  pursuing 
relationships.  This  was  one  I  wanted.  And  it 
wasn’t  just  for  the  pleasure  of  being 
successful.  Much  more  importantly,  I  wanted 
the  relationship  because  it  was  helping  to 
heal  me.  Ever  since  I  first  kissed  Mandy’s 
lips,  I  had  ben  struggling  to  reclaim  my  own 
sexuality.  To  be  truly  womanly  about  sex. 
Not  to  be  a  victim,  not  to  be  putting  myself 
aside.  To  reclaim  a  vision  of  sexuality  that 
had  nothing  to  do  with  violence  or 
objectivity. 

Each  of  the  five  subsequent  Lavender 
Hearts  shows  dealt  with  that  struggle,  and  it 
became  quickly  apparent  that  the  women 
attending  Lavender  Hearts  shared  many 
similar  issues.  Women  who  were  single 
worried  that  the  show  was  only  for  couples 
and  wondered  if  it  was  possible  to  be  single 
and  still  feel  sexually  powerful.  This  was  an 
important  matter  for  me,  believing  that  love 
is  something  that  we  each  carry  inside  of  us. 
I  believe  that  relationship  is  simply  another 
person  responding  positively,  in  friendship, 
work,  or  lovemess,  to  the  love  that  is  already 
alive.  I  do  not  think  that  love  is  dependent  on 
a  lovCT.  Love  is  a  power  that  belongs  to  us, 
like  breathing. 

During  the  second  year  of  Lavender 
Hearts,  Chris  South  sent  me  a  story  to  tell  in 
which  a  woman,  bitter  over  lost  love, 
struggles  to  survive.  She  ends  up  making 
love  to  herself  in  the  pure  surroundings  of 
nature.  It  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and 
affirming  stories  I’ve  ever  found. 

Then  I  found  myself  wondering,  what 
about  addictive  love?  I  mean,  can’t  this  love 
stuff  become  overrated?  Too  central?  Hence, 
a  story  on  obsessive  love  showed  up  in  the 
third  year.  That  story  humorously  reflected 
many  of  the  difficult  lessons  I’d  learned 
about  loving  without  addiction  and  the 
lengths  to  which  obsessive  love  will  drive  us. 
In  this  story  a  woman  waits  all  night  in  the 

Continued  on  pa|e  9 
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fWr  and  9drs.  Jofin  James  SmitR  Sr. 


request  tfie  fionour  of  your  presence 
at  tfie  marriage  of  their  son 
John  James  Smith  Jr. 
to 

9dr.  John  James  “Doe 
Saturday,  tfie  ffth  of  9day 
nineteen  hundred  and  ninety  one 
at  3  o'cfbcicin  the  afternoon 
ffirst  CongregationaC  Church 
Sometou/n,  JdaryCand 
and  afterwards  at  the  reception 
Some  Country  C(m6 


Going  to  the 
chapel 

Is  lesbian  and  gay  marriage  the  next  logical  step? 


“Colonel,  there  is  more  to  this  business 
than  just  sex.  There  is  companionship.  It  is 
the  same  things  as  a  husband  fmds  in  a  wife, 
as  far  as  I  can  see.” 

“It  may  sound  fuimy  to  somebody  else,  but 
I  love  him.” 

— Two  men  who  were  lovers  during  World 
War  II,  upon  being  questioned  about  their 
sexual  practices,  from  "Report  of 
Investigation  of  Homosexual  Practices 
Amongst  [lilitary  Personnel  at  Wright  Field, 
Dayton,  Ohio,”  conducted  by  Lt.  Colonel 
Burton  Fitts,  US.  Office  Air  Inspector,  1945. 


By  Jeffery  R.  Nickel 

t  the  end  of  last  year,  a  gay  couple 
in  Washington  D.C.,  asked  for  a 
marriage  license.  The  city  refused, 
and  these  men  filed  a  lawsuit.  Shockingly, 
the  gay  community  did  not  rally  to  this 
cause.  Gay  people  found  every  reason  not  to 
support  the  pair.  Some  attacked  the  men 
personally,  questioning  whether  they  were 
the  “ideal”  couple  for  this  important  legal 
test.  Others  claimed  it  wasn’t  the  right  time 
or  place  to  put  gay  marriage  in  the  spotlight. 
Still  others  asked  whether  we  ought  to  pursue 
the  issue  at  all. 

Those  who  oppose  our  community  charge 
that  even  the  most  basic  civil  rights  for  gay 
people  will  soon  lead  to  far,  far  more.  In 
Massachusetts,  just  prior  to  passage  of  the 
state’s  gay  rights  law,  some  warned  that  gay 
marriage  would  be  next  This  was  one  of  the 
“hot  button”  issues  of  that  debate. 
Homophobes  knew  it,  and  we  knew  it  too. 
Many  in  the  gay  community  were  quick  to 
assure  everyone  that  gay  marriage  was  not  on 
the  horizon.  One  community  leader  even 
tried  to  stop  the  introduction  of  a  “domestic 
partnership”  bill — at  best  a  pale  substitute  for 
marriage — claiming  that  it  would  have 
polarized  our  opposition. 

Are  we  interested  in  gay  and  lesbian 
marriage?  Many  gay  people  wonder  if 
marriage  even  works.  Some  of  us  who 
witness  marital  dysfunctionality  have 
surmised  that  marriage  per  se  is 
dysfunctional.  It’s  “patriarchal,”  we’re  told 
by  some  community  analysts,  some  of  whom 
find  themselves  working  for  the  choice  of 
gay  marriage — ^much  like  lesbian/gay  anti¬ 
war  activists  who  find  themselves  working 
for  inclusion  in  the  military.  For  us  to  seek  it, 
they  claim,  would  merely  be  “patterning  after 
heterosexuals.”  Would  it?  Those  who  see 
problems  with  marriage,  and  conclude  that 
gay  marriage  is  tmworthy  of  pursuit,  have 
drawn  the  wrong  conclusions.  For 
heterosexuals,  marriage  is  an  option.  For  us, 
it  isn’t.  That’s  outrageous,  and  we  ought  to 
do  something  about  it. 

Marriage  makes  us  nervous  for  another, 
more  interesting  reason.  Ours  is  a  history  of 
being  on  the  outside.  We’ve  thumbed  our 
noses  at  society,  because  society  has  left  us 
out.  Who  could  blame  us?  We  had  little 
choice.  But  our  choices  are  now  increasing  in 
number.  We  can  begin  to  see  the  possibility 
of  being  let  into  society,  though,  and  that 
prospect  fills  us  with  ambivalence. 

On  the  one  hand,  that’s  exactly  what  we 
want — total  equality.  But  on  the  other,  we 
dread  a  loss  of  identity.  If  we  become  equal, 
that  could  mean  we’d  be  just  like  everybody 
else.  Understandably,  many  of  us  don’t  want 
that.  Living  on  the  periphery  has  given  us  a 
unique  perspective  on  “normality,”  and 
we’ve  found  many  things  wrong  with  that. 
But  to  believe  it  is  all  wrong  is  a  grave 


mistake.  We  have  been  exotic  for  a  very  long 
time.  That’s  how  people  saw  us,  and  it’s 
largely  how  we  saw  ourselves.  But  as  we 
seek  and  find  equality,  that  must  change. 
Wth  more  freedom,  we  will  be  less  different. 
As  long  as  we  think  we’re  exotic,  though,  the 
world  will  think  so  also.  And  as  long  as  this 
is  the  case,  equality  shall  elude  us. 

Qearly  thCTe  has  to  be  some  kind  of  legal 
recognition  for  gay  couples.  What  will  that 
be,  if  not  marriage?  We  could  settle  for 
“domestic  partnerships,”  but  wouldn’t  that 
really  be  an  admission  that  our  relationships 
aren’t  worth  as  much  as  straight 
relationships?  If  we  believe  deeply,  at  the 
core  of  our  identity,  that  our  love  possesses 
the  same  dignity  and  the  same  strength, 
shouldn’t  our  love  be  recognized  in  exactly 
the  same  way?  All  jesting  aside,  we  either 
believe  that  what  we  are  is  natural,  or  we 
don’t.  Why  should  we  settle  for  anything  less 
than  what  others  already  have?  Forget 
domestic  partnership.  Marriage. 

In  1885,  Alexis  de  Tocqueville  wrote  of 
the  Americans  he  had  encountered:  “The 
idea  of  evil  is  inseparable  in  their  minds  from 
that  of  novelty.”  Even  to  us,  gay  marriage 
seems  like  a  completely  new  issue.  But  it 
isn’t.  John  Boswell  wrote  in  Christianity, 
Social  Tolerance  and  Homosexuality  that  the 
Christian  church  performed  gay  unions  in 
Europe  throughout  the  medieval  period.  In 
fact,  gay  “marriages”  happened  even  before 
heterosexual  marriages.  According  to  Barry 
D.  Adam’s  The  Rise  of  a  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Movement,  in  the  nineteenth  century,  Karl 
Heimich  Ulrichs  argued  publicly  for  gay 
marriage  in  Germany.  It’s  not  a  new  idea,  and 
it’s  not  going  away. 

Though  we’re  certainly  not  surprised  to 
discover  a  conservative  opposition  to  gay 
marriage,  their  aversion  to  it  is  curious  given 
what  they  profess  to  detest  about 
homosexuality.  Society  once  gave  gay  people 
no  alternative  but  to  meet  one  another  in 
public  parks  and  bathroom  stalls.  ThCTe  were 
no  civil  rights  laws.  There  were  no 
community  organizations.  In  short,  there  was 
no  choice.  And  now,  the  same  kinds  of 
people  who  made  that  situation  possible  call 
us  “sick”  and  “degenerate,”  because  some  of 
us  do  some  things  that  they  don’t  like. 
Ronald  Dworkin  notes  in  Lord  Devlin  and 
the  Enforcement  of  Morals,  that  those  who 
argue  for  the  condemnation  of  gay  people 
force  us  “to  choose  between  the  misoies  of 
frustration  and  persecution.”  That’s 
hypocrisy. 

But  there  could  be  another  choice.  Since 
many  conservatives  object  to  sex  outside  of 
marriage  and  they  want  to  encourage  a  more 
“conservative”  behavior,  you’d  think  that 
they’d  work  to  include  us  in  all  of  the 
institutions  of  mainstream  society.  If  we  are 
let  in,  many  of  the  symptoms  of  having  been 
left  out  will  disappear.  According  to  their 
rhetoric,  they  should  want  that.  They  should 
want  gay  marriage. 

In  1930,  behaviorist  J.B.  Watson  wrote, 
“The  objectionable  people  in  the  world  are 
not  those  who  would  be  kings  and  queens  but 
those  who  would  deny  to  others  the  pirivilege 
of  being  regal.”  The  concept  of 
heterosexuality  as  universal  destiny  is 
appealing  in  a  world  where  everything  seems 
to  be  under  constant  challenge.  The  idea  of 
the  traditional  man-and-wife  relationship, 
and  only  that  relationship,  is  a  quaint  notion. 
But  these  theories  aren’t  really  for  everyone. 
And  moreover,  they’re  extremely  costly  to 
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Quality 

Printing 


for  a 
change 


(617)  524-6822 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker-controlled 
collective  and  a  union  shop,  can 
meet  your  complete  printing  needs, 
from  layout  to  bindery.  Call  us  for 
an  estimate  at  524-6822  Monday 
through  Friday,  9  am  to  5:30  pm. 

94  GREEN  STREET  •  JAMAICA  PLAIN.  MA  *02130 


COMPUTER  HELP 

■  software  ■  hardware  ■  networks 
■  maintenance  ■  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating 
small  business  practices  and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control.  We 
are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give 
your  needs  personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty-five 
years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help 
you  achieve  that  goal. 

HOSKEN  AND  ASSOCIATES 

8  Hillside  Street  ■  Boston,  Massachusetts  '02120 
John  Hosken  (61  7)  445-8130  ■  FAX  (61  7)  442-6439 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


888  WASHINGTON  ST. 

DEDHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02026 
(617)  461-0098S 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBUC  ACCOUNTANT 


T  r  r  T  V 

R  VaCentine's  (Day  Concert  with 

LUCIT.  ‘BLU'E 


Saturday,  February  16  Sanders  Theater 

8l00  D.m.  (Cambridge  &  Quincy  St.,  Cambridge) 

^  '  Tickets:  $16.50  (ail  seats  reserved) 

Tickets  at:  Ticketron,  Wood  &  Strings,  Harvard  Information  Office  -  Holyoke  Center, 
Arborway  Video  &  Sound,  Out-of-Town,  ConcertCharge  . 

By  phone:  800-382-8080 
FOR  INFORMATION:  617/661-1252 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

CeLeU. 


LIVING  WELL  SERIES 
presents 

an  introduction  to 

MEDITATION 

in  health  and  illness 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Tuesday,  February  12 
6- 8  PM 

338  Newbury  Street,  Room  203 
No  charge 


Congress  St.  Box  1 762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


The  Living  Well  Series  is  for  anyone 
interested  in  improving  their 
health,  regardless  of  HIV  status 


Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Co//  to//  free  1-800-339-2006 


FENWAY 

COMMUNITY 

HEALTH 

CENTER 


You  may  have  heard  of  us  because  of  our  expertise  in  HIV  care, 
education,  research,  and  anonymous  testing.  But  you  should  also 

know,  we're  just  as 
interested  in 


Comprehensive  Primary  Healthcare 


preventing  disease  as  we  are  in  treating  it. 

We'd  like  to  be  your  primary  healthcare  provider. 

Our  staff  of  physicians  and  skilled  practitioners  offer  a  full  range 
of  compassionate  healthcare  services  that  take  your  individual  needs 


into  account.  From  patient-centered,  primary  healthcare  and 
counseling,  to  holistic  therapies  and  parenting 
services,  we're  here  for  you.  Take  charge  of 
your  health,  and  give  us  a  call  at  (617)  267-0900.  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115. 


•¥  FENWAY 

Positive  energy  in  a  changing  world 


It  Can  Be  Hard  To 
Be  HIV-Neaative. 


Wondering  if  you  need 
to  get  tested  again? 

Confused  about  safer  sex? 

Feel  guilty  about  wanting  to 
meet  other  HIV-negative  men? 

Feel  the  need  for  a  support 
group  to  talk  with  other 
HIV-negative  men 
about  these  and  other  issues? 


Let's  get  together  and  talk. 

Thursday,  February  21 ,  1991  7PM-9PM 
Guild  Room,  Old  South  Church 
645  Boylston  Street,  Boston 


Sponsored  by  the  AIDS  ACTION  Committee 
and  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

For  more  information:  (617)  437-6200,  ext.  499, 
or  (617)  267-0900,  ext.  242 


Lavender 
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back  seat  of  a  1972  Volkswagen  for  her  non- 
monogomous  lover  to  come  home.  “Ah,  if 
only...!”  Laughing  at  the  pain  seemed  to  help 
a  lot.  The  audiences  roared.  The  stories 
continued  to  develop  in  response  to  our 
shared  concerns  when  I  received  feedback 
from  women  wanting  stories  that  reflected 
our  diversity  in  size.  I  responded  with  an 
honest  story  of  my  love  for  larger  women. 

And  the  audiences  kept  coming,  in  greater 
and  greater  numbers.  By  the  third  year  we 
moved  out  of  the  basement  at  New  Words 
and  into  the  hall  at  the  First  Church 
Congregational  in  Harvard  Square.  The 
audience  size  doubled.  And  they  were 
getting  bolder  too.  'That  same  year  we  made 
a  live  cassette  recording  of  the  show.  In  the 
background  of  the  second  track  after  the 
eating  of  the  pomegranate  a  woman  calls  out 
“I’m  hungry!”  I  lo/e  an  audience  that  talks 
back!  In  later  years.  Lavender  Hearts  has 
often  been  stopped  by  the  response  of  some 
wild  woman  who  just  can’t  contain  her 
whoop  or  moan.  Now,  that's  community! 

Also  in  that  third  year,  photographer 
Susan  Wilson  joined  the  show.  She  added  an 
exquisite  fiftcCT-minute  slide  show  of  erotic 
images  of  women.  GOINFO  magazine  in 
Toronto  called  it  “brilliant...  erotic... 
stunning.” 

The  slide  show  became  part  of  the 
relationship,  responding  to  the  thoughts  and 
needs  of  the  audience.  By  the  second  slide 
show,  it  was  affirming  our  diversity  of  sizes, 
shapes,  colors,  ages  and  physical  abilities. 
The  slides  are  a  perfect  match  for  the  stories, 
drawing  as  much  laughter  as  erotic  moaning. 

Throughout  the  year  the  largest  question 
continued  to  be,  “Can  you  be  sexual  in  our 
world  without  being  pornographic?”  It 
wasn’t  only  a  problem  for  the  show  in 
Boston.  We  began  touring  Lavender  Hearts 
in  1987.  It  traveled  to  Ontario,  Toronto,  the 
National  Women’s  Music  Festival  in 
Indianapolis,  North  Carolina,  and,  of  course, 
Provincetown.  Everywhere  we  went  the 
issue  arose.  “What  do  you  mean  ‘erotic?’” 
“Can  we  put  it  on  our  flyers?”  Imagine  the 
surprise  of  the  audience  who  were  invited  to 
a  show  simply  described  as  being  about 
“lesbian  romance.” 

Surprisingly,  as  recently  as  three  years  ago 
in  Provincetown  there  was  concern  about 
encouraging  sexuality  in  the  age  of  AIDS. 
TTie  question  was  asked  again,  “How  can  a 
slide  show  be  anything  but  pornographic?” 

These  repeating  questions  served  to 
strengthen  my  conviction  that  we  have  been 
robbed  of  a  very  real  strength.  First,  as 
women,  we  were  told  we  were  dirty  if  we 
were  sexual.  We  were  told  we  should  just  lie 
back  and  let  if  be  done  to  us,  but  do  not 
enjoy  it.  “Don’t  ever  initiate  it,  you  are  the 
willing  victim.”  Simultaneously  we — and 
here  I  am  clearly  a  child  of  the  ’60s — were 
told  we  were  frigid  if  we  wouldn’t  lie  down 
for  anyone  who  asked.  We  were  asked  to 
strike  that  impossible  balance  between  being 
innocents  and  whores.  We  still  are  if  movies 
or  television  are  any  indication.  How  many 
of  us  like  Pretty  Woman!  Julia  Roberts  had 
to  be  a  hero  and  a  redeemer  on  top  of  all  the 
rest. 

So  it  came  as  no  surprise  really  that 
women  were  confused.  How  can  the  erotic 
not  be  pornographic,  i.e.,  objectified,  violent, 
degrading?  Is  there  a  point  of  holding  back 
on  our  sexuality  when  so  many  gay  men 
have  died?  Can  we  all  claim  a  positive 
sexuality  in  the  face  of  so  many  obstacles? 

But  the  fact  is  we  do  have  the  right.  We  all 
do.  “Orgasm,”  as  I  heard  a  woman  say  in  an 
ashram  once,  “is  the  closest  thing  to  God  on 
the  physical  plane.”  And  if  God,  bless  her 
heart,  is  willing,  I  will  one  day  love  myself 
through  to  a  place  where  sexual  eno-gy  does 
exist  without  violence,  coercion  or  guilt. 
Lavender  Hearts  has  been  a  powerful  force 
in  that  change. 

At  the  end  of  the  third  year  of  creating 
Lavender  Hearts  for  Boston  audiences,  I 
finally  admitted  to  myself  that  I  was  an 
incest  survivor.  For  the  fourth  Lavender 
Hearts  I  created  a  story  about  it.  In 
retrospect  it  makes  sense  that  Lavender 
Hearts  has  been  my  way  of  regaining  power 
over  being  sexual,  a  power  that  was  both 
assigned  me  by  my  abusers,  and  belittled  in 
me  by  those  same  abusers. 

Telling  that  story  in  front  of  400  women 
was  probably  one  of  the  most  difficult 
choices  I’d  made  in  a  long  time.  But  who 
could  I  trust  more  than  those  women  who 
had  been  joining  me  in  this  quest  for  fun,  lust 
and  celebration  for  four  years?  They  were 
great  I  felt  as  if  their  support  lifted  me  from 
the  room  and  over  my  own  personal 
mountain.  The  other  side  of  that  mountain  is 
wholeness. 

An  added,  and  unexpected,  result  of 
telling  my  incest  story  was  having  friends 
share  their  own  stories  with  me.  Sometimes 
they  gave  me  a  hug  and  a  knowing  nod  to 
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acknowledge  what  we  shared  in  common. 
Sometimes  they  wrote  a  letter.  But  I  became 
ferociously  aware  that  I  was  not  alone. 

I  was  not  alone  in  pain,  not  alone  in  joy, 
and  not  alone  in  my  willingness  to  go 
through  the  abuse  which  we  are  all 
bombarded  with  daily.  I  also  learned  that  I 
was  not  alone  in  my  determination  to  reclaim 
and  nurture  my  powerful,  spiritual,  physical, 
sexual  self. 

For  Lavender  Hearts,  a  big  part  of  the 
answer  was  the  Victorian  erotica  story  sent 
to  me  by  a  friend  in  Texas.  It’s  a  four- 
orgasm  story,  tender  and  hilarious,  that  took 
Lavender  Hearts  to  a  whole  new  level  of 
wild  abandon. 

And  there  it  remains.  This  will  be  the  sixth 
and  final  year  for  Lavender  Hearts  in 
Boston.  'The  healing  that  this  relationship 
was  reaching  for  me  has  been  fulfilled.  It’s 
time  for  me  to  move  onto  other  areas  of 
creation,  time  to  discover  where  the  journey 
will  take  me  now. 

This  year  we  will  be  moving  to  the  larger 
hall,  the  place  with  the  altar,  in  the  First 
Congregational  Church.  That  way  no  one 
will  be  turned  away  at  the  door,  'niere  will 
be  flowers,  candles,  and  a  bowl  with  bing 
cherries  and  candy  kisses,  and  we  will  of 
course,  end  with  a  dance.  Storytelling  is  a 
two-way  street,  an  act  of  community.  And 
we  want  to  be  sure  the  community  has  the 
chance  to  act  back. 

So  finally,  I  want  to  thank  everyone  in  my 
audience  for  going  on  this  journey  with  me.  I 
thank  them  for  keeping  me  company,  adding 
their  visions,  supporting  our  growing  into 
love.  It’s  been  a  great  relationship. 

A  word  of  warning  about  the  last  Boston 
production  of  Lavender  Hearts.  You  know 
how  we  always  come  to  the  place  in  the 
show  where  I  say,  “Fasten  your  seat  belts  for 
this  one.  It’s  a  four-orgasm  story.”  Well,  for 
this  last  show,  I  no  longer  feel  timid  about 
sexuality.  Fasten  your  seat  belts  coming  in 
the  door.  It’s  going  to  be  an  exhilarating 
ride!  □ 

The  final  Boston  celebration  will  be  held 
Saturday,  Feb.  16  at  First  Church 
Congregational,  corner  of  Garden  and 
Mason  Sts.,  Harvard  Square  in  Cambridge, 
Mass.  Shows  are  at  6  and  8  pjn.  Dance  at 
10  p.m.  for  all  ticket  holders.  Tix:  $12  at 
door;  $10  in  advance;  available  at  New 
Words  Bookstore,  Cambridge;  Glad  Day 
Bookstore,  Boston;  Red  Book,  Jamaica 
Plain;  and  Recovering  Hearts, 
Provincetown. 

Marriage 
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the  people  they  leave  ouL 

Before  even  talking  about  gay  marriage, 
it’s  important  to  first  talk  about  marriage. 
Why  does  it  exist?  What  does  it  have  to  do 
with  sexuality,  if  anything?  Religion  as  well 
as  law  support  it,  in  part  because  it’s  a  good 
structure  in  which  to  raise  children.  But  the 
reason  why  individuals  get  married  is  far 
more  personal  than  that.  People  desire 
companionship;  they  want  someone  to  spend 
their  lives  widi.  They  may  have  children,  or 
they  may  not.  But  even  if  they  don’t,  the 
legal  recognition  of  their  relationship  does 
not  diminish.  And  neither  does  the  measure 
of  their  love. 

We  do  have  a  choice.  We  can  look  upon 
human  love  and  tenderness  as  innately 
suspect,  or  we  can  look  upon  them  as 
fundamentally  beautiful  and  extraordinary  as 
things  that  make  us  fully  human.  Not  long 
ago,  it  was  a  radical  idea  that  “sexuality” — a 
brand  new  word — might  be  allowed  to 
“merely”  bring  pleasure  to  our  lives. 
Sexuality  was  no  longer  just  procreation.  But 
neither  was  it  merely  recreation.  It  was 
identity.  It  had  a  meaning  all  its  own. 

And  it  did  not  confine  itself  to  the  private 
sphere.  We  know,  that  for  better  or  worse, 
what  is  “private”  has  been  made  public. 
Perhaps  that  shouldn’t  be;  but  it  is,  and 
therefore  it’s  simply  not  responsible  to  ask 
gay  people  to  keep  their  sexuality  behind 
be^oom  blinds,  while  others  flaunt  theirs  on 
national  television. 

'The  opponents  of  gay  rights  dread  the 
coming  of  a  world  in  which  love  knows  no 
shame,  while  we,  of  course,  pray  for  it  But 
their  hopes  are  based  on  assumptions  that 
were  never  true.  They  would  be  surprised  to 
discover  that  we’re  all  actually  fighting  for 
the  same  thing;  that  is,  the  sacredness  of 
human  love.  'The  trouble  is,  they  have  almost 
every  one  of  their  facts  totally  and 
desperately  wrong.  Those  who  would  lecture 
us  on  the  “immorality”  of  our  lives  don’t 
know  the  first  thing  about  how  we  actually 
live  them. 

After  all  of  the  moral,  theological, 
psychological,  and  political  discussions 
about  homosexuality  have  been  exhausted, 
the  debate  comes  down  to  this:  We  either 

Continued  on  page  10 
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love — with  the  same  intensity  and  the  same 
commitment — or  we  do  not  It’s  that  simple. 
Often,  our  love  gets  no  support  from  anyone. 
Yet  somehow,  it  goes  on.  When  we  see  two 
men  or  women  holding  hands,  we  have  proof 
that  it  happens.  And  we  have  proof  that  it 
should.  Men  ought  to  love  other  men,  and 
women  ought  to  love  other  womot.  Even  if  it 
didn’t  happen,  it  should  happai.  And  indeed, 
it  does  happen.  Those  who  don’t  believe  that 
gay  people  love  don’t  merely  have  another 
“perspective”  on  homosexuality,  they’re 
wrong. 

Jeny  Falwell  snidely  remarked:  “The  love 
that  once  dared  not  speak  its  name  now  will 
not  shut  its  mouth.”  He  was  right  And  that  is 
as  it  should  be,  because  this  is  our  country 
too.  It  isn’t  just  Jerry  Falwell’s  country,  or 
Jesse  Helms’  coimtry.  This  is  our  country. 

The  historian  Louis  Hartz  wrote:  “The 
Negro  demands  today  full  and  immediate 
equality,  and  given  the  inclusionist  logic,  that 
demand  can  encounter  no  challenge.  For 
there  is,  in  the  liberal  ethic,  no  provision  for  a 
‘waiting  period’  for  hiunanity.”  That  demand 
can  encounter  no  challenge.  We  must  win. 
Gay  marriage  must  happen  in  America, 
because  full  civil  rights  for  gay  people  can 
mean  no  less.  America  cannot  deny  that  to 
us,  because  America  is  equality. 

I  once  asked  an  older  friend  of  mine  what 
it  was  like  for  him,  growing  up  gay  in  the 
early  1950s.  He  answered,  “We  just  didn’t. 
We  just  weren’t.  We  just  couldn’t.  Because  it 
just  wasn’t.  There  was  no  question.  There 
were  no  choices.  There  was  no  chance. 
Things  are  different  now.  We  have  a  chance 
to  get  everything  coming  to  us.  But  we  at 
least  have  to  ask.  When  people  accuse  us  of 
wanting  far  more  than  the  most  basic  civil 
rights,  tell  them  they’re  damn  right  we  do.  If 
we  don’t  talk  about  gay  marriage,  people  will 
suspect  that  we  don’t  think  ourselves  worthy 
of  iL  And  well  they  should.” 

In  Giovanni’s  Room,  by  James  Baldwin, 
Jacques  declares  to  David: 

Love  him.  Love  him,  and  let  him 
love  you.  Do  you  think  anything  else 
under  heaven  really  matters?  And 
how  long,  at  best,  can  it  last?  since 
you  are  both  men  and  still  have 
everywhere  to  go?  Only  in  five 
minutes,  I  assure  you,  only  five 
minutes,  hilas!  in  the  dark.  And  if 
you  think  of  them  as  dirty,  then  they 
will  be  dirty — they  will  be  dirty 
because  you  will  be  giving  nothing, 
you  will  be  despising  your  flesh  and 
his.  But  you  can  make  your  time 
tc^ether  anything  but  dirty;  you  can 
give  each  other  something  which 
will  make  both  of  you 
better — forever — ^if  you  will  not  be 
ashamed,  if  you  will  only  not  play  it 
safe. 

We  must  stop  playing  it  safe.  We  must 
have  no  doubt.  In  a  recent  Newsweek  article 
called  “The  21st  Century,”  six-year-old  Jacob 
had  no  doubt.  When  he  was  asked  by  his 
teacher  to  bring  his  parents  into  school,  so 
that  the  entire  class  might  get  to  know  them, 
he  brought  in  two  men.  “That’s  my  dad,”  he 
said,  “and  that’s  my  dad’s  husband.”  He 
knew  no  other  word  for  it,  because  there 
really  is  no  other  word.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
these  men  loved  each  other.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  these  men  were  married.  And  well  they 
would  have  been,  if  only  the  state  had  said 
“yes.”  Eventually,  the  state  will  say  “yes.” 
But  “eventually”  is  too  long  to  wait.  Let’s 
make  them  say  it  now.  □ 

Queer 

Condnutd  from  backpage 

happiest  of  my  life.  I  continued  to  live  a 
schizoid  existence — working  as  a 
schoolteachCT,  molding  myself  into  what  I 
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imagined  was  a  traditional  male  image, 
concentrating  on  developing  my  intellect, 
my  speaking  skills,  my  ability  to 
organize — ^but  I  couldn’t  fool  myself.  I  was  a 
queer  in  lumberjack  drag.  I’d  stand  around 
bars  with  500  guys  in  flannel  shirts  and 
bluejeans,  all  of  us  drinking  Budweiser  in  a 
can,  and  feel  totally  out-of-it.  My  queer 
sense  was  still  holding  the  reins. 

And  then  the  Gay  Rights  Movemoit  took 
over  and  I  watched  a  new  generation  of 
homos  coming  down  the  assonbly  line. 

The  Anita  Bryant  and  John  Briggs 
madness  of  the  late  ’70s  brought  a  bumper 
crop  of  new  activists  onto  the  scene  who 
were  differrait  than  the  Gay  Lib  queers.  The 
Gay  Lib  queas  were  out  b^ause  they  didn’t 
really  have  much  choice;  to  the  general 
population,  these  folks  had  queer  written  all 
over  them.  The  new  Gay  Rights  types 
seemed  to  fit  into  society  easier  than  the 
veteran  queers.  They  were  men  who  looked 
like  men  and  women  who  looked  straight  to 
me.  Some  of  these  new  men  had  been 
athletes  in  high  school;  some  were  successful 
and  high-powered  professionals.  These  Gay 
Rights  ty^  somehow  had  a  way  to  make  it 
in  mainstream  America. 

Now  I  loved  these  new  kids  on  the  block 
because,  even  if  they  didn’t  look  the  part, 
they  seemed  to  identify  with  queemess  to 
some  extent.  What  I  didn’t  see  then  that  I  see 
now  is  that  many  of  these  people  did  feel 
odd,  but  in  one  area  only;  they  felt  different 
from  the  rest  of  the  world  because  they  felt 
erotic  attraction  for  people  of  their  same  sex. 
Often  this  alone  identified  them  as  queer.  My 
queemess  coincided  with  theirs  but  also  bled 
into  othCT  huge  areas  of  my  personal  identity. 
I  was  queer  because  I  was  a  homo,  but  also 
because  I  was  a  sissy,  and  a  Jew,  and  a  kid 
with  a  twisted  class  background,  and  an  adult 
with  intense  kinky  desires.  My  queeemess 
ran  deep  to  the  core  of  several  essential 
components  of  who  I  was. 

I  don’t  want  to  get  into  judgments  about 
which  kinds  of  queers  are  superior  and 
which  kind  aren’t  really  queers.  TTiese  days  I 
tend  to  attempt  to  embrace  all  of  us  weirdos 
and  try  not  to  set  up  a  hierarchy  of 
queerdom.  But  I  must  say  that  these  different 
levels  of  aliaiation  brou^t  about  conflicts  in 
the  lesbian  and  gay  movement  that  divided 
us  deeply.  The  politics  of  Gay  Liberation  and 
Women’s  Liberation  and  the  Lesbian  Nation 
were  about  feeling  good  about  who  we  were 
as  outlaws  in  American  culture.  Our 
discussions  focused  on  bringing  down  a 
system  that  hurt  us  deeply.  We  didn’t  want  a 
piece  of  the  American  pie,  we  wanted  to  start 
at  the  beginning  and  change  the  entire  recipe. 

These  new  queers  saw  things  a  little 
differently.  They  wanted  to  make  America 
safe  for  homos.  They  became  architects  for  a 
political  agenda  defined  by  the  narrow 
boundaries  of  their  queemess;  discrimination 
on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation.  They 
wanted  to  elect  lesbians  and  gay  men  to 
public  office.  They  pushed  for  laws  that  gave 
homosexuals  the  same  rights  as 
heterosexuals.  They  fought  to  make  the 
American  Psychiatric  Association  stop 
labeling  homosexuality  a  maital  illness. 

All  this  was  well  and  good.  I  embraced  the 
new  mainstream  movement,  but  the 
queemess  still  lurked  in  my  heart  I’d  put  on 
suits  and  join  the  others  lobbying  in  Sate 
House  offices,  but  evay  time  I’d  hear  a  gay 
rights  lobbyist  say  “We’re  just  like  everyone 
else,”  my  queer  soul  would  scream  out  inside 
me.  Every  time  I’d  see  the  faggy  men  and 
dykey  women  shunted  to  less  visible 
positions  in  the  movement,  my  queer  soul 
would  shout  in  my  ear.  Every  time  I 
witnessed  a  Gay  Rights  gang  smirk  at  the 
expense  of  transvestites  or  leatha*  people  or 
bisexuals  or  hustlers  or  whores  or  sex  pigs, 
my  queer  soul  would  stomp  around  inside 
me,  kicking  at  the  sides  of  my  stomach. 

Survival  techniques  for  queers  in  the  age  of 
acceptance 

Sometimes  I  wonder  how  I  got  through 
those  years  when  the  movement  seemed 
almost  acceptable  to  liberal  America.  I’d 
read  articles  in  Newsweek  about  respectable 
queer  types  and  I’d  hunger  for  the  full  truth. 

I  want^  articles  about  gay  public  officials  to 
include  lines  like,  “As  a  chid,  he  always  put 
on  his  mother’s  clothing.”  or  “After  they 
send  their  childrai  off  to  school,  this  lesbian 
couple  goes  down  to  the  basement  where  an 
elaborate  dungeon  provides  them  with  an 
hour  of  amusement  before  going  off  to  their 
respective  law  firms.” 

Most  of  the  tensions  that  arose  in  the 
lesbian  and  gay  conununity  during  this  time 
were  based  in  different  levels  of  queer 
alienation  among  different  populations  of 
people  in  the  movement.  Queers  who  felt 
multiple  forms  of  oppression  couldn’t 
understand  the  tendency  of  the  Gay  Rights 
Movement  to  focus  solely  on  sexual 
orientation  discrimination:  what  about  race, 
gender,  ability,  age,  religion  and  class? 
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Gay  and  Lesbian 

Repine 

267-9001  tty/voice 

6-11  PM  Sunday  -  Friday 
TO  VOLUNTEER:  call  267-0900 
A  program  of  the 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 


Happy 
Valentine’s 
Day  from  GCN 


How  To  Date 
A  Man:  Part  1 


A  Workshop  for  Gay  Men 


What's  holding  you  back? 

•  Strategies  for  dating 
•  Taking  responsibility  for  your  choices 

•  Safer  sex  strategies 


Join  Madcolm  McKay 
(of  Seattle's  Northwest  AIDS  Foundation) 
in  his  nationally  acclaimed  workshop 
for  a  day  of  outrageous  fun  and  serious  talk. 

Saturday,  February  16,  1991 
10AM  -  4PM  ,  AIDS  ACTION  Committee 
4th  floor,  131  Clarendon  St.,  Boston 

Admission  is  FREE, 
but  space  is  limited. 
Call  to  reserve  a  space 
437-6200,  ext.  499 


#1  IN  THE  USA! 


CALL  NOW! 


1-900-646-4646 


•  "Talking  Personals"  in  over  25  Gay  Categories 

•  Meet  Nice  Guys  for  Dating  and  Friendship 

•  Meet  Hot  Guys  that  like  to  get  REAL  WILD! 

•  Fun-Safe-Easy  to  use-Open  24  Hours 


Gay  owned  and  operated  $2/min. 
More  Information  (305)  565-4455  exL2355 


TRY  OUR  DEMO  #:  617-262-7272 


Selections 


Make  the  right  selection  —  Gay  Selections  —  and  meet  the  men  you  want  to  meet  from  the 
New  England  area.  Simply  listen  to  “voice  personal”  messages  from  others  who  share 
your  interests,  and  respond  with  a  message  of  your  own.  The  easy  way  to  meet  the  right  one. 


GAIT 

SELECTIONS' 


Only  $1.00  per  minute. 
Must  be  18  years  or  older.  ' 


)  Jartel,  Inc.,  IW 


1-900-370-2266 


Queer 
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Those  of  us  who  lived  in  multiple  categories 
of  queemess  couldn’t  understand  how  things 
could  be  discretely  separated.  After  all, 
queemess  is  queemess,  regardless  of  the 
source  of  the  alioiation. 

Two  techniques  taught  to  me  by  queer 
mentors  allowed  me  to  survive  as  an  activist 
in  an  increasingly  mainstreamed  community. 
First,  I  learned  that  there  was  a  critical 
diffCTence  between  giving  away  my  integrity 
and  finding  ways  to  get  by  in  the  world.  The 
latter  was  acceptable  only  as  long  as  the 
former  didn’t  occur.  I  could  work  as  a 
director  of  a  gay  community  center,  but  I 
couldn’t  be  in  a  position  of  banning 
transsexuals  from  the  building.  I  could  head 
up  a  gay  political  group,  but  I  had  to  be  sure 
to  ask  candidates  for  mayor  what  their 
position  would  be  on  public  sex  spaces.  I’d 
be  the  first  to  admit  I  wasn’t  always 
successful  here,  but,  ova*  dme,  I  develop^ 
the  ability  to  remember  which  side  I  traly 
was  on  and  keep  my  queer  soul  intact 

The  second  survival  technique  I  unbraced 
was  based  on  the  awareness  that  just  as  the 
movement  became  more  mainstreamed,  it 
would  become  harder  and  harder  to  find  a 
place  where  I  could  be  all  of  who  I  was  and 
not  get  shit  for  it.  I  had  to  accept  second 
best — compartmentalizing  my  queemess  and 
getting  it  validated  in  different  settings.  This 
involved  bringing  the  queer  Jew  in  me  to  the 
gay  synagogue;  the  anarchist  in  me  attended 
a  queer  anarchist  discussion  group;  the  kinky 
queer  found  a  home  in  leatherbars  and  sex 
clubs.  So  even  though  I’d  have  to  check  part 
of  my  queemess  at  the  door.  I’d  generally  go 
away  somewhat  happy  and  with  the  dream 
that  someday,  somehow,  it  would  all  come 
together  again. 

Coming  home  to  Queertown,  U.S.  A. 

My  queer  heart  sang  with  joy  when  I 
heard  about  Queer  Nation.  My  heart  had 
managed  to  survive  Gay  Rights  and  the  years 
of  compartmentalization  and  10  years  of 
AIDS.  The  time  had  arrived  now  when  I 
could  come  home. 

I  imagined  Queer  Nation  as  a  collection  of 
bizarros  who  celebrated  every  outlawed 
characteristic  in  our  one  nation  under  Helms. 
I  imagined  nose  rings  and  strutters  and 
opinionated  students  and  men  in  lipstick. 
Sounded  like  my  kind  of  crowd. 

My  first  meeting  confirmed  my  fantasies. 
The  room  was  filled  with  kindred  spirits.  A 
general  social  awkwardness  suffused  the 
room.  There  was  passion  and  ideals  and 
conflict  and  rage.  I  couldn’t  identify  with 
some  of  the  things  stirred  up  in  that  room. 
“Read  my  queer  lips,”  I  overheard  one  queen 
say  to  another. 

My  attendance  at  a  few  meetings  and  my 
observations  of  queer  politics  and  culture  not 
surprisingly  brought  me  to  a  place  familiar  to 
all  of  us  queers:  mixed  feelings, 
contentiousness  and  alienation.  When  I  first 
recognized  these  feelings  surrounding  Queer 
Nation,  I  had  to  smirk  a  bit.  I’d  once  said 
that  even  in  a  room  filled  with  Jewish  gay 
men  who  were  sober,  kinky  and  bom  in  New 
York,  I’d  find  myself  feeling  at  odds  with  all 
the  others  in  short  time.  So  there  I  was  in  a 
sea  of  queers,  feeling  like  a  fish  out  of  water. 

It  took  me  a  while  to  pinpoint  the  source 
of  my  emerging  discomfort.  Why  was  I 
feeling  at  odds  among  oddballs?  The 
answers  first  came  to  me  on  rereading  the 
“Statement  of  Purpose”  of  (Juoct  Nation/San 
Francisco. 

I  found  contradiction  between  being 
“unapologetic  about  who  and  what  we  are” 
and  “redefining  ‘queer’  positively  in  an 
effort  to  promote  homosexuality  or 
‘queemess’  and  combat  the  offensive  and 
negative  stCTeotypes  and  images  that  have 
been  used  to  oppress  us.”  I  wondered  which 
of  these  stereotypes  are  actually 
characteristics  I  value  in  myself  and  my  pals. 
I  wonder  what  we’re  going  to  be  askc^  to 
give  up  to  promote  hcnnosexuality  positively. 

I  finally  tmdmtood  my  increasing  soise 
of  conflict  whoi  I  realized  that  a  key  tenet  of 
Queer  Nation  is  “We  demand  the  same  rights 
and  privileges  that  the  heterosexual 
population  of  this  country  enjoys,”  and  when 
I  see  activists  putting  this  into  action.  I 
understand  Gay  Rights  folks  embracing 
homosexual  marriage  or  queers  in  the 
military,  but  Queer  Nation? 

See,  I  don’t  believe  that  queerdom  is  at 
root  about  homosexuality  or  lesbianism. 
There  are  many  gay  people  who  don’t 
identify  as  queer  and  who  htmestly  are  not 
queer.  They’re  what  I  call  “normies”  who  are 
attracted  to  othos  of  their  same  sex.  They 
lack  some  of  the  basic  feelings  essratial  to 
my  definition  of  queer.  They’re  neither 
aliraated  nor  at  odds  with  the  world.  Instead, 
they  fit  in.  It  seems  remarkable  to  me,  but 
it’s  tme. 


And  there  are  non-homosexuals  who  I 
believe  are  among  the  queerer  queers. 
Certainly  many  bisexuals  share  in  the 
experience  of  queerness — most  aren’t 
allowed  to  fit  in  anyplace,  either  among 
homos  or  heteros.  But  I  know  a  number  of 
straight  queers:  a  married  couple  heavily  into 
S/M  roles  (she  as  the  mistress  and  he  as  her 
servant),  a  working-class  dyslexic  prostitute 
I  met  in  a  coffee  shop,  a  Palestinian  dwarf  I 
came  to  know  what  lived  in  Los  Angeles. 
Not  only  did  these  folks  share  the  baseline 
queer  sense  of  always  being  a  weirdo,  but 
th^  embraced  queer  politics  and  aesthetics. 
They  were  at  peace  with  their 
queerness — free  from  defensiveness  or 
shame. 

So  where  does  this  leave  me?  At  odds 
with  the  organized  quea-  world,  perhaps,  but 
as  usual  I  don’t  take  my  alienation  or 
objections  too  seriously. 

Sometimes  I  think  it  just  comes  down  to 
the  fact  that  I  like  the  oddballs  of  the  world. 
Even  though  life  among  the  queers  isn’t  a 
place  of  total  comfort  and  ease,  it’s  the 
closest  thing  I  expect  to  find  that  f^eels  like 
home.  When  you’ve  always  seen  the  world 
through  a  twisted  maze  of  distortions.  Queer 
Nation  looks  like  a  place  worth  visiting.  Q 

Eric  Rofes  lives  in  San  Francisco. 

©  1991  Eric  E.  Rofes. 

Police 
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by  the  police  command  do  not  always 
translate  into  behavioral  changes  by  the 
experience  in  the  Stuart  case  that  there  are 
times  that  the  command  staff  is  not  in  control 
of  what  is  going  on,  “  he  said. 

“Training  is  essential,”  said  Rushing. 
“We’re  talking  about  the  second  highest 
group  of  wife-beaters  in  the  country, 
policemen — after  professional  athletes.  We 
need  to  let  all  of  the  criminal  justice  officials 
in  the  state  know  that  this  is  going  on  and 
this  community  is  on  the  verge  of  taking  this 
to  the  streets.” 

FOI  requests  filed 

On  Friday,  Feb.  1,  the  Alliance  mailed  a 
Freedom  of  Information  (FOI)  request  to 
Boston  Police  Commissioner  Frands  Roache 
seeking  detailed  records  about  “dq)artmental 
investigations  and  disciplinary  actions  taken 
in  any  case  involving  allegations  of 
homophobic  misconduct  by  the  police.”  The 
Alliance  also  requested  overall  statistics  and 
regulations  concerning  the  process  of  Police 
Internal  Affairs  investigations  and 
information  about  deposition  of  complaints 
against  the  police  by  various  groups. 

Cronin,  the  official  filer  of  the  FOI 
request,  said  the  Alliance  saw  an  urgait  need 
to  assess  the  process  of  Internal  Affairs  as  a 
means  of  redress.  “We  have  a  responsibility 
both  to  victims  of  reported  misconduct,  and 
the  Department’s  command  staff,  who  assure 
us  Internal  Affairs  is  adequate,  to  look 
closely  at  its  track  record  in  handling  the 
complaints  of  lesbians,  gays,  and  other 
minorities,”  said  Cronin. 

French  Wall,  editor  of  the  Guide,  has  also 
filed  an  FOI  request.  Wall’s  FOI  request 
seeks  records  more  specific  to  the 
Thunderhead  Club  raid.  Wall  said  he  is  also 
asking  for  information  about  the  number  of 
violent  crimes  reported  that  night,  “to 
determine  whether  the  police  had  anything 
better  to  do  that  night  other  than  interrupting 
people’s  private  sexual  enjoyment.” 

Massachusetts  law  requires  that  the  city’s 
police  respond  to  both  requests  within  10 
days  of  their  receipt.  □ 

PSAs 

Continutd  from  page  I 

concentrate  on  “safe”  issues  that  carry 
geno'al  messages. 

Many  groups  told  GCN  that  while  they 
created  commercials  to  advertise  their  own 
organizations,  they  rely  on  ads  by  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDC)  to 
provide  more  general  AIDS  education 
information.  The  CDC  has  promoted  a 
national  AIDS  information  campaign  since 
1987.  As  a  federal  health  organization, 
however,  the  CDC  is  especially  wary  of 
creating  controversy  that  might  alienate 
television  networks  and  viewers. 

A  CDC  spokesperson,  Melissa  Shqtard, 
told  GCN  that  although  the  agency  puts  out 
some  “pretty  mainstream  messages,”  it  has 
to  make  sure  that  the  ads  don’t  backfire  by 
“bringing  out  negative  responses  or 
reinforcing  stereotypes.”  Shepard  added  that 
the  CDC  public  education  program  is  funded 
by  the  U.S.  Congress,  and  that  Congress 
wants  “the  money  to  be  spent  on  the  general 
population,”  not  specific  target  groups. 

In  Boston,  Richard  acknowledged  that  the 
Living  Center’s  ads  may  not  reach  all  the 
disoifranchised  groups  that  might  need  help, 
but,  he  concluded,  “The  ads  are  focused, 
and,  I  believe,  effective.”  □ 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  •  FEBRUARY  1 1-17,  1991  •  |  | 


YOU  MUST  BE  18  OR  OLDER 
$1  PER  MIN  •  $2  Ist  MIN 
01990  REAL  PEOPLE,  LTD. 
PRICES  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE 
WITHOUT  NOTICE 


1 2  •  FEBRUARY  1 1-17,  1991  •  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


I NMWT  YOU! 


y//////////////////////////////^^^^^ 

■1-90IM.OVE^ENI 


I  |-^VV-|iV¥E-|IIEIl| 

P©1990  REAL  PEOPLE,  LTD.  •  95c  PER  MIN.  •  $2.00  THE  1ST  MIN.  •  YOU  MUST  BE  18  OR 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Personals  ■  Personals 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Rqplies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN 
Box#,  Gay  Community  Newt,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes 
only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to 
Boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. 


Extremely  shy  GWF  physicist  returning  to  Boston 
after  S  year  absence  seeks  professional  women  for 
friendship  and  romance.  GCN  Box  500  (fw35) 


THAT  SPECIAL  DADDY  LOVING 

Me:  Dark,  hairy  Italian  leatherman,  6'2”.  225  lbs.  If 
you're  looking  for  Adonis,  skip  my  ad.  But  if  you're 
looking  for  a  man  that  matches  the  description  of 
husky,  stocky  and  firm  &  broad,  I  may  interest  you. 
Fm  into  a  number  of  things  (FF,GR  active.  Wax,  to 
name  a  few)and  for  the  right  bottom  will  adapt  If 
you're  tired  of  always  playing  the  Daddy  and  need 
tfiat  special  Daddy  loving,  contact  me.  Short,  stocky 
and/or  balding  men  encouraged  to  reply.  Responses 
w/  pictures  answered  first,  but  all  responses  will  be 
atuwered.  GCN  Box  111 


I  want  a  queer  punk  girl  who  will  hold  my  hand  in 
the  streets  and  kiss  me  in  the  MFA  Fm  fertune  not 
passive  WL  26  I  aspire  to  health;  Send  letter  and 
photo  to  GCN  Box  435 


New  York  City  man  seeks  buddies  into  jazz,  20th 
century  “classical"  music  and  poetry.  Write  Box  1 16, 
1405  Avenue  Z,  Brooklyn,  New  York  11235 


NEW  YEAR'S  RESOLUTION 

AVLF  38  resolves  to  meet  warm,  secure  WLF  32-42. 
Someone  who  loves  movies,  sports,  music, 
socializing.  Not  into  game  players,  smokers  or  heavy 
drug-usage.  Box  434 


Valentines 


HEY  SHERMAN! 

Who  woulda'  thought  five  years  ago  (when  you  were 
playing  hard/easy  to  get)  that  we  would  make  it  to 
our  fiffli  armiversary?  Or  that  you  would  mold  me 
into  the  perfect  Top  Man  specimen?  I  will  shower 
you  with  gold  for  the  next  five  years.  Love  ya,  Chris 


DO  YOU  NEED  A  QUICK  PICK-UP? 

Seeking  generous  individuals  to  donate  treasures, 
collectibles  &  services  for  the  flea  market  to  benefit 
Pride  Committee  &  G&L  Community  Ctr.  Pics  (of 
goods)  helpful  but  not  ness.I  Lv  msg  262-7760  for 
free  &  friendly  pick-up. 


GROUP  SEX  OR  I  ON  I  ACTION 

When  you  have  MEN  on  your  mind  or  meeting  that 
special  guy  call  REAL  MEN  Club  617/848-0027  and 
DO  FT  all  night  (30) 


Charming  Providence  girl  seeks  your  immediate 
attentioru  You  must  enjoy  naps,  l^e  food,  drink, 
books  and  films  (must  appreciate  the  fact  that  the 
Brattle  has  reopened  in  Cambridge)  and  have  no 
strong  aversion  to  lounging  or  having  a  cocktail  5:00 
PM.  I  am  23.  1  am  loo^g  for  someone  to  have 
good  conversations  and  good  sex  with  this  winter. 
Age  and  race  unimportant  If  you  are  someone  who 
knows  ^en  you  deserve  a  day  off,  maybe  you'd  like 
to  qiend  one  with  me.  Write  to  GCN  Box  DUS 


BUTCH  IN  THE  STREETS.... 

...bottom  within  the  sheets.  Sexy  dyke  seeks 
seasoned  top  to  spice  my  play  life.  Interested? 
Think  you  have  what  it  tt^es  to  tame  a  novice 
SAM?  Writeme  at  GCN  Box  545 


OBSCENE  PHONE  CALLS 

J/O  Heavenl  Said  me  your  number  and  best  times  to 
call  and  Fll  curl  your  toes  with  my  nasty  mouth.  Tell 
me  what  you  like  and  this  GM  will  tell  you  what  you 
want  to  hear.  You  won't  regret  it !  GCN  Box  358 


Spandexa,  my  love,  now  that  Fve  got  you  exactly 
where  I  want  you.  I'm  not  going  to  let  you  move. 
Leatherette. 


John — 

Differences  sometimes  make  the  similarities  all  the 
more  special! 

H^y  Valentine's  Day 

-Rank 

Beautiful  one- 1  love  your  Valentines  Day  plan...  and 
I  cherish  the  dream  of  a  long  steamy  we^end  with 
you.  (weekend?  who  am  I  kidding?  I'll  take  one 
oitire  day).  You  still  make  shivers  run  up  my  spine. 
I  love  your  mouth,  your  teeth,  your  body.  I  love  you. 


Boo-Boo,  My  life  is  only  complete  with  you  beside 
me.  Htqtpy  Valentines  Day!  Happy  Birthday!-  With 
unending  love,  Dabou 


JAVA  “INFANT  LOVE,  MY  INFANT  LOVL.." 

Happy  Valentines  Dayl  It's  hot  and  Fm  blushing 
furiously-as  it  were  xoxo-  trixi 


Hqtpy  Valentine's,  A  #1.  Despite  all  my  panics,  Fm 
ha^y  we're  planning  a  furture  together.  I  love  you 
more  than  cornflakes  and  bran  buds.  Kisses  and 
caresses, W 


MARIGOLD  FACL 

Ribuafy  marks  *e  sixth  year  for  us.  You  are  the  best 
fr-iend  I  could  ever  have;  I  am  still  so  lucky.  I  love 
you  A  &  E.  Happy  Valoifrnes  Day.  Y.  B  .P. 


HEY  LAURA... 

We're  still  here  doing  this  thing.  And  doing  it  and 
doing  it..  H^y  18  and  Happy  V-Day.  I  Love  you 


’’MYXoWuWiiEyttcijSrFrE’Ds' 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


] 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room'  |ust  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25«  per  word  (35*  per  word  for  business  ads). 

Basic  cost. 

□iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business;  $8  for  'st  25  words;  35®  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 


Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x  . 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x_ 


$. 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

.  number  of  runs)  $. 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  O  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □RIDES  □MOVERS  □OTHER 


Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $. 

□  21 -30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ . 

I'm  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ . 

Subtotal  $  . 

$. 
$. 


Box  service 

Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 
“  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 
Subscriptions 
□  I  want  to  subscribe! 

US;  $33  .  Institutional  rate;  $40. 
Display  Boxed  Classifieds 
□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $15 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name  . 
Address . 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


Phone  (. 


Total  $ 


ANNOUNCEMENTS  ■  GCN  SPECIALS 


Memorial  Service  for  Greg  Griggs  — known  to  many 
as  Master  G.  Arlington  St.  Church,  Hunnewell 
Chapel;  351  Boylston  St.  Sat,  Feb  16  at  4  p.m. 
Donations  towards  the  service  are  being  accepted 


URBAN  REDOCORATION! 

GCN  could  use  some  redocation  too.  Do  you  have 
any  couches  or  chairs-or  desks-  that  you  no  longer 
need?  Think  about  donating  them  to  your  favorite 
weekly!  Call  426-4469 


BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or 
formerly  experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual 
abuse  by  a  woman  partner.  For  info  and  support  call 
HAWC,  (508)  744-6841  (voice  24  hours,  TTY  9-5) 

(33) 


CHER  SOCIETY 

ACTRESS  SINGER  VAMP! 

PO  Box  770255  New  Orleans  LA  70117  (our  club  is 
worldwide  and  honors  our  iimocent  vixen  and  oscar 
winning  honest  sensual  siq)erstar  and  potential  future 
President).  (29) 


Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  $1  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1455  Chapin  St.  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


LESBIAN  ARCHIVES  OF  PARIS 

After  five  years  of  collecting  and  documenting 
French  Lesbian  history  culture  and  politics  the 
Lesbian  Archives  of  Paris  are  facing  eviction.  New 
accomodations  are  needed  in  order  to  continue  to 
make  this  rich  collection  of  documents  available.  We 
urgently  need  your  contribution.  Mail  to  Archives 
Lesbiennes  BP  362  75526  Paris  II  Ranee  Tel:  48  05 
25  89 


Help  W  a  n  t  e 


BROADWAY  BICYCLE  SCHOOL 
is  hiring 

Looking  for  Spring/Summer 
help  (possibly  longer)  .Ebcpcricnce  prefered  but 
will  train. 

Restaurant  and  retail  experience  helpful. 
People  of  color  and  women  encouraged  to 
apply. 


HELP  WANTED! 

Data  entry — GCN  is  about  to  enter  its  next  phase  of 
development.  We  have  been  slowly  integrating  a 
computerized  accounting  system.  We  need  two 
volunteers  To  help  the  Coor.  Editor  to  inqxit  the  rest 
of  the  records  so  we  will  have  complete  informatioi: 
in  the  system.  If  you  are  experienced  with  entry  and 
would  like  to  donate  some  time  to  us — please  call 
426-4469  and  ask  to  speak  to  Rank  Strona.  ThanksI 


Services 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•Gonaral  Medical  Care  •Sports  Medidne  -Dlaanosls  and 
treatment  o(  disease  -Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENWS  lADAROLA 
Serving  the  community  since  1974  •  Insurance  accepted 
739-7860 


FOR  AIDS 

THE  DOUGLASS  PROTOCOL 

Photoluminescence;  Bio-oxidation;  Exercise  with 
Oxygen  Therapy  (EWOT).  Light  and  oxygen  are  two 
of  the  essential  nutrients  deficient  in  many  American 
diets.  The  Douglass  Rotocol  is  designed  to  correct 
thse  deficiencies.  Photoluminesc^nce  introduces  light 
energy  into  your  blood  in  a  non-tozic  manner. 
"Ulatraviolet  iiradation"  was  used  extaisively  in  the 
U.S.  in  the  early  Twentieth  Gentry  for  infection  adn 
cancer.  When  drug  therapy  was  introduced  in  the 
1940's,  UV  and  blood  therapy  was  suppressed  by  the 
medical-industrial  complex  in  collusion  with  the 
U.S.  govemmentFor  more  information  send  a  long, 
SASE  to:  William  Campell  Douglass,  M.D.  P.O.  Box 
888  Clayton,  GA  30525  or  call  (404)  782-7222  and 
leave  your  name  and  address.  (30) 


/^ply  now  868-3392 


LESBIAN  NEEDED 

Live-in  PCA  to  assist  young  physically  disabled 
lesbian  20  hours/week.  Hourly  rate-i-  free  room  and 
board.  Must  be  non-smoker.  Please  call  Christine 
935-7672  (30) 


PERSONAL  CARE  ATTENDANT 

GWM  requires  exp.  PCA.  Car  needed.  Dependability 
a  must  Arlington  Somerville  area.  Call  Bill  after 
7:00  PM  at  648-0578  (30) 


CLEANING  PERSON 

Bay  village  nightclub  looking  for  experienced 
cleaner,  5  days  a  week.  Contact  Rick  at  338-7547  to 
schedule  interview.  (29) 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  FOR  FUNDING 
EXCHANGE 

Funding  Exchange,  a  New  York  based  national 
network  of  15  local  foundations  and  dozens  of 
individual  donors,  is  committed  to  supporting 
grassroots  social  change  activism.  Exec.  Dir. 
responsibilities  include;  philosophical  and 
operational  leadership;  relationships  with  Bd.  of 
Directors,  member  frmds,  current  and  prospective 
donors;  participation  in  annual  fund  raising; 
oversight  of  new  5-year  plan;  representation  within 
the  foundation  world.  Qualifications  include: 
progressive  politics  compatible  with  mission  of 
Funding  Exchange;organizational  management 
experience;  knowledge  of  fund  raising;  background 
in  organizing  and  experience  with  membership 
organization;  strong  communication  skills;  ability  to 
travel.  Salary  is  negotiable  in  $50,000  range.  For 
more  detailed  position  description  write  to:  Search 
Committee,  c/o  Bonnie  McFarlane,  108  School  St. 
Somerville,  MA  02143.  Women  and  people  of  color 
are  encouraged  to  apply.  Application  deadline; 
March  15,  1991.  Starling  Date:  June,  1991 

(29) 


PART-  TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendents  to  assist  female  disabled 
activisL  No  experience  necessary  but  must  have  a 
driver's  liscense  and  be  responsible,  mature  and 
energetic.  Weekends  $190.  Call  731-6228.  (28) 


Live-in  housekeeper  position  for  established 
women's  guesthouse  in  Provincetown.  Housing  plus 
salary  plus  tips.  Available  immidiately.  Call  Gabriel's 
(508)  487-3232  (29) 


WANTED 

Gay  males  for  a  study  on  the  biological  impact  of 
HIV  infection.  Participant  may  be  positive  or 
negative,  and  will  be  paid  $20  for  90  mins. 
Co^identiality  is  assured.  CaU  Tony  776-1960  (30) 


RAPE  CRISIS  CENTER 

F/F  Education/Vbluteer  Coordinator:  coordinate  & 
implement  rape  awareness  education  program, 
community  outreach, volunteer  training  and 
siqtervision.  Experience  in  women's  issues,  outreach, 
and  multicultral  and  multiracial  volunteer 
programming  required.  Bilingual  (Spanish)  strongly 
preferred.  $21-25K  Resumes  by  2/15  to:  BARCC  99 
Bishiop  Allen  Dr.  Cambridge,  MA  02139.  EO^AA. 

(30) 


EDUCATION/OUTREACH 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Adcocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD) 
seeks  half-time  staff  person  for  education  and 
outreach  project  on  lesbian/gay  civil  rights. 
Responsiblities  include  development  of  written 
materials,  coordinating  forums  and  speaking 
engagements,  media  work,  public  speaking,.  Salary: 
low  teens  plus  benefits.  People  of  color  are 
encouraged  to  apply.  Resumes  to  GLAD,  P.O.  Box 
218,  Boston,  MA  02112  by  March  1,1991.  (30) 


Roommate  Wante 


ALL  ROOMMATE  AND  HOUSEMATE 
ADS  THAT  ARE  PREPAID  FOR 
TWO  WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A  ROOMMATE 

Ads  will  not  be  automatially  renewed. 

You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
YOU  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  for 

HOUSE  NEAR  NASHUA  NH 

LF  seeks  woman  to  share  house.  Garage,  private  1/2 
bath,  pool,  laundry.  Must  like  pets.  No  smokers. 
$40<)plus  util.  Call  603-424-3683  (25) 


A  VERY  SPECIAL  PLACE 

MELROSE:  Handsome,  mahogany  furnished  room 
in  large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home.  Caitral  air, 
washer/dryer,  offstreet  parking,  cable,  deck,  gardens, 
and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet,  security, 
spaciousness  of  the  suburbs  while  only  17  minutes  to 
downtown  Boston  from  convenient  T  stop. 
Nonsmoking  males.  $395  incl.  util.  665-6082  (23) 


JLF  seeks  LF  or  GM  to  share  cozy  apt.  in  JP.  Next  to 
JP  Licks,  Pond,  T.  Porch  is  in  treetops!  Independent, 
communicative,  friendly.  Fredi  524-4252  (32) 


Mature  female  to  share  2  BDR  apt  in  Waltham  wall 
to  wall  laundry  dishwasher  parking  view  on  pond 
walk  to  stores  $355  heat  and  hot  water  included. 
899-2976  (24) 


GM  and  BIk  lab  seek  GM  to  share  Woilasten  beach 
(Quincy),  sunny,  spacious,  safe  apt.  on  beach  short 
walk  to  'F.  Many  xtras  $350/mo  -f  i/2util  somoke  OK 
617-770-1197  (29) 


Mature  female  to  share  2  BDR  apt  in  Waltham  wail 
to  wall  laundry  dishwasher  parking  view  on  pond 
walk  to  stores  $372  heat  and  hot  water  included. 
899-2976  (24) 


$I87.SO/MONTH  LOVE  IS  THE  KEY 

Three  is  a  magic  number  but  these  eclectic  lesbians 
seek  4th  for  independent  Somerville  apt  Available 
now.  Check  it  out  776-7123  (29) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  sedts  BIF  or  LF  to  share  sunny  JP  Apt  $388  incl 
utilities.  F^ts  are  OK.  522-0663.  Feb.  1  or  March  1. 


Gay  prof  female  seeks  same  to  share  lovely  2 
bedroom  apt  in  North  Andover.  Many  extras  $410 
htd.  (508)  685  6139 

Happy  Valentine’s 
Day  from  GCN 


irs  NOT  TO  UTB  TO  PLACE  A  VALENTINE'S  DAY 
AD  FOR  THAT  SPECIAL  SOMEONE.  TURN  TO  PAGE 
13  AND  FILL  OUT  THE  EASY  TO  USE  FORM. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Roommate  Wanted 


ROOMIES®  Free  introductory  service  in  Boston. 
Roommate  matching  Nationwide,  tool  Confidential 
1-800-272  8372, 1-10  PM.  (32) 


WATERTOWN/NEWTON  CORNER  LINE 

Gay  prof,  female  seeks  M/F  to  share  great  2BR  apt 
Steps  to  bus,  convenient  location.  Hardwood  floors, 
storage.  Available  March  1.  No  sm<^ting^>ets  #338-1- 
924-6176  (nr29) 


INMAN  SQ 

LF  and  cat  seek  LF  or  GM  to  share  apartment  in 
quiet,  convenient  neighborhood.  Wood  floors, 
washer,  dryer,  drug  &  smoke  free.  Your  pet 
negotiable.  $415  includes  everything  or  $365-1- 
l/2util.  623-6212  (26) 


FURNISHED  OR  UNFURNISHED  ROOM 

Friendly,  informal  family  wishes  to  rent  large  rm. 
supper,  sue  of  laundry  facilities  and  private  parking 
includ^.  One  minute  walk  to  busline.  Smoker  O.K. 
Malden,  $90  per  wedc.  Call  321-7833  (28) 


INMAN  SQ  SOMERVILLE 

LF  with  dog  seeks  Lf  25-1-  for  2  bedroom.  No  more 
pets,  no  smoking,  minimal  alcohol,  no  drugs.  $312 
includes  heat  Call  776-1810  (30) 


Bi  woman,  40,  and  2  cats,  seek  friendly  and 
independent  woman  to  share  5  room  apt.  in 
Rosindale.  Non-smoker,  sense  of  humor  preferred. 
$300+  325-6170  (29) 


Seeking  female  to  share  3  bedroom  iq>L  in  Medford. 
Near  lYifts,  buses,  Davis  Sq.  $284Ano  plus  utilities. 
Available  immed.  396-2427  (30) 


SAVIN  HILL 

GM  share  large  modem  condo  12  ft.  ceilings  large 
sunny  windows,  parking,  laundry  disposal, 
dishwasher.  Includes  heat,  electric,  cable  conqiletely 
ftimished.  Located  tme  block  to  subway,  store,  beach 
side  of  Savin  Hill.  $150  wedc/  call  Doug  524-0093 

(30) 


A  GREAT  HOME  FOR  $75 

MELROSE:  Small  furnished  room  w/skylight  in 
large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home.  Central  air, 
washer/dryer,  offstreet  parking,  cable,  deck,  gardois, 
and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet,  security, 
spaciousness  of  the  suburbs  while  o^y  17  minutes  to 
downtown  Boston  from  convenient  T  stop. 
Nonsmoking  male.  $75  weekly  including  utilities. 
665-6082  (30) 


Prof/  grad  student  sedcs  same  for  spacious  apt.  on 
historic  Fort  Hill  parking  laundry  transportaion. 
Sunny  kitchoi  hardwood  floors  Available  3/1  $375 
445-5340  (nr  29) 


Cleveland  Circle  basement  apartment  seeks 
UNTIDY  female  housemate,  23+.  Independent, 
responsible,  considerate,  respect  privacy.  Near  3  T 
lines!  $240  includes  heat.  Lwbe  message  739-6566 
now.  (30) 


SOMERVILLE/TEELE  SQUARE 

LF  seeks  L  for  suimy,  spacious  5  rm.  apartment. 
Porches,  close  to  Davis  Sq.  T.  No  smoke,  pets,  drugs. 
$275/mo.  plus  sec.  Call  628-3216.  (23) 


WANTED:  NON  SMOKING  L;  BEL/CAM  B 

For  cozy,  ground  floor  apt  on  tree-lined  street  10 
min.  bus  ride  to  Harvard,  parking,  laundry.  Rent 
$325.  30's,  independent,  friraidly.  8^4314  (22) 


NEED  TEMPORARY  PLACE? 

I  need  a  responsible,  pet-loving  po-son/s  to  housesit 
and  take  care  of  my  dog  and  cat  for  April/May  (dates 
somewhat  flexible).  Very  comfortable  4  1/2  room  JP 
condo  in  6-  family  triple  decker.  Next  to  arb,  close  to 
green+orange  line.  You'd  need  to  pay  rent,  but 
amount  negot  Call  522-7720  +  Iv.  msg. 


2  men,  1  woman  seek  4th  for  house  in  JF.  Yard, 
parking,  near  T.  No  pets.  We  smoke  cigs.  $290  plus 
utilities.  Call  522-7054  (25) 


CAMBRIDGE  SUBLET 

Feb/March/Apr.  Room  in  4  bedroom  LF  household 
non-smoking,  no  drugs,  miit  ale.  25+,  $215+  util. 
864-4913  (26) 


Ecofeminist  co-op  with  passion  for  popcorn, 
recycling  shared  meals  seek  L/Bi  F.  $330+  Near 
Davis  Square.  Available  now.  Call  628-0878  or  623- 
0703.  No  pets,  drugs,  smoke.  Min  alcohol  (23) 


3LPs  are  looking  for  one  other  to  share  large  sunny 
JP  apt.  Near  T.  Well-equipped  kitchen.  No  smoke 
semi-coop.  Rent  24D+  Avail  Feb  1. 983-0599 


Apartments 


Jones  Hill  Dorch.  5  rooms.  Sutmy  ocean  view. 
Porches  Built-in  Bookcases.  Other  nice  features. 
Walk  to  red  line.  Easy  parking.  Near  Park 
References.  961-5539  (29) 


Sunny,  part.  Bay-view  2  BR  w/wood  floors,  2 
porches,  backyard,  pets  O.K.,  on  Jones  Hill,  near 
JFK/UMASS  +  Red  line.  $650+  Available  now. 
Please  caU  288-9136 


Dorchester  Meeting  House  Hill  2  bdrm  5  im  apt  on 
2nd  fl  of  3  decker  EIK  hardwood  floors  front  and 
back  porch  water  view  5  mins  to  T.  Avail,  now  $650 
(617)  436-5134  (28) 


Somerville  one  bedroom  apt  newly  renovated. 

Sunny,  deck  near  T.  Sullivan  sq.  77^0662  Owner 
$600  heated 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

Informing  the  gey  comm  unity  since  1973. 
Accomodations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mall  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups, 
switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.  etc. 

(area  codes  and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  A  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  4.50;  includes  Manhattan 
bar  notes  &  women's  section 
SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N  &  S 
Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky, 

Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico, 
Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia 
NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island, 
Vermont  W.  Virginia. 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE,  Box  292  GCN  Village  Station, 
NY  NY  10012  212-674-0120  All  books  discreetly  by 
first  class  mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To 
list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
information,  send  a  stamped,  self-addressed  business- 
sized  envelope.  Please  contact  us  for  prices  outside 
USA  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad  Day  Books,  598 
Yonge  St  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y 1Z3  416-961-4161 
(check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Publications 


BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now 
available.  This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National 
Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains 
essays,  reviews,  poetry,  news  and  aimouncements 
conconing  the  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1  postage.  1  year  subscription 
(2  issues)  $10  to  BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641 
West  Seven  Mile,  Detroit  MI  482i9.(ex) 


BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine,  frreverent  and  Hotl  $12  for 
one  year's  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O. 
Box  no,  Cambridge,  MA  02139.(16.33) 


With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative 
American  journalism.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  me^a  ignores, 
and  that's  why  our  unique  point-of-view  has  been 
trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for  over  a  decade. 
Why  not  see  for  yourself?  You  may  order  a 
subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715  (in  Illinois  call 
800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE  TIMES, 
1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt  Morris,  IL  61054.(17.36) 


WOMEN  OF  POWER:  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,"  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $26  for  4  issues, 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827, 
Cambridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625- 
7885.(ex) 


BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing 
Committee,  Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the 
Philippine  Revolution  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The 
Post-Feminist  Mystique  speech  by  PISD  (People 
with  Immune  System  Disorders);  Crack  and  Black 
Youth.  $3  including  postage.  John  Brown  Book 
Club,  POB  1422,  San  ftancisco,  CA  94114 


ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is 
49  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely 
sexual  advice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly, 
national,  unique  and  provocative.  $28^ear  sub/$6 
single  issue.  ON  OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San 
Irancisco,  CA  94114 


WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN'S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women's  Research 
Cotter,  Wellesley,  MA  02181. (ex) 


Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do 
you  want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for 
and  about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds 
only)  U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and 
Institutions  $25.  Sliding  scale  available.  Sample 
copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St.  33,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94110. 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by 
and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still 
political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
$1.50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No. 
236G,  SF,  CA  94114.  (18.35) 


Vacations 


PAMPER  YOURSELF  IN  P-TOWN 

Beautiful  fireplaced  rooms  with  hardwood  floors, 
and  color  T.V.'s.  Wonderful  fireplaced  cottages 
available.  Included  are  daily  maid  service,  parking, 
and  delicous  gourmet  brealffasts.  Five  minute  walk 
to  town  center,  one  block  from  ocean.  Off  season 
rates  from  March  29-  May  23.  Bradford  Gardens  Iim, 
178  Bradford  St.  Provincetown,  MA  02657  (508) 
487-1616  (38) 


Vacations 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross-country  trails,  then 
unwind  in  the  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  frre. 
With  20  charming  rooms,  LOO  mountain  acres, 
yummy  breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy,  we're  your 
perfect  vacation  choicel  Uncrowded,  inexpensive 
downhill  skiing  nearby;  great  mid-week  discounts. 
The  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehan,  NH 
03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace,  Innkeeper  (43) 


WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  inn  one  half  block  from  Provincetown 
harbor,  free  continental  breakfast,  parking,  most 
rooms  w/private  bath  OPEN  YEAR  ROUND.  7 
Winthrop  Street  Provincetown,  MA  02657.  (508) 
487-0094.  TJ 


IDO'S  OF  GAY/LESBIAN 

Destinations  and  cruises  USA/ Worldwide.  PlusI 
Super  low  packages  to  Ford  lauderdale,  Miami 
Beach,  Key  West,  Disneyworld/Epcot..  Riverwalk 
Travel  (800)  771-1777  (32) 


Organizations 


BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY 
AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women's  meeting  at  6:45.  Call  1- 
800-42-BAGLY  for  info.(15.32) 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O. 
Box  1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174.(15.48) 


BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976 
or  write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St  SF,  CA, 
94114.  (16.1) 


MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Groiq>.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York, 
NY  10018(7) 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 

POETS  AND  ARTISTS!! 

GCN  PRINTS  A  PAGE  OF  POETRY 
AND  DRAWINGS  EACH 
SUMMER/FALL.  IF  YOU’D  LIKE  TO 
SUBMIT  SOMETHING,  PLEASE  DO. 
EVERYTHING  WON’T  GET  IN  BUT 
MUCH  WILL.  PLEASE  SEND  YOUR 
WORK  TO  GCN,  PRISONER 
PROJECT,  62  BERKELEY  ST, 
BOSTON  MA  02116 _ 

GM  33  Intelligent,  sincere  wishing  long 
term  penpals.  Michael  HAMMONS 
490203,  CLU,  6th,  2800  Gravier,  New 

Orleans  LA  70119 _ 

Seeking  friendship  with  young  gay  male. 
Prisoners  welcome.  Will  share  Montana 
home  when  out  in  the  fall.  (Jason,  Derek, 
Billy,  Please  write!)  Richard  WICK,  27975, 
700  Conley  Lake  Rd,  Deer  Lodge  MT 

59722 _ 

Italian  30  looking  to  meet  people  of  interest. 
Fairly  intelligent  but  always  eager  to  learn 
more.  Craig  FORNARO,  5577^,  Box  16, 

Lovelady  TX  75851. _ 

I  am  a  serious  Poet  and  artist,  seeking 
friendship  and  possible  romance  with  some¬ 
one  aged  18-25.  Can't  write  other  prisoners. 
Deva  BLUEWING,  104228,  Box  1000, 

CraigsviUe  VA  24430 _ 

Lonely  GM  35  seeks  correspondence  with 
other  gay  men.  I  like  to  crochet,  bowl,  play 
pool,  cards  and  boardgames.  Also  like 
country  music.  Can  write  other  prisoners. 
Dee  J.  McCLURE,  45626,  Box  1568, 

Hutchinson  KS  67504 _ 

Lonely  feminine  prisoner  needs  a  penpal. 
Jerry  Lynn  BORING,  75465,  KSR, 

LaGrange  KY  40032. _ _ 

I'm  technically  a  bi  male,  but  quite 
effeminate  and  tend  to  be  gay.  I  was  going 
to  have  the  operation  but  it's  too  late  now. 
Gawd,  I  sure  am  homey.  Hoping  to  meet 
someone  to  write.  D.  HACKETT,  147593, 

Box  779k,  Marquette  MI  49855 _ 

I  used  to  be  a  nomad  and  consequently  am 
now  alone.  I  love  people  and  would  like  to 
write  someone.  Robert  BANKS,531176,  Rt 

4  Box  1200,  Rosharon  TX  77583 _ 

Looking  for  some  conversation  with  some 
effeminate  men  who  are  willing  to  share 
intellectual  thoughts  and  possibly  more. 
Miguel  BIETH,  89 A  6252,  Box  51, 

Comstock  NY  12821 _ 

33,  blond  and  blue,  and  wishing  to  write 
whoever  will  write  me.  Douglas  Lee 
TANNER,  C-47983,  Box  690,  Soledad,  CA 

93960. _ 

I  am  looking  for  someone  that  loves  to  fuck 
very  hard  and  that  likes  69  and  french 
kissing.  Peter  GINGRAS,  Box  14,  Concord 

NH  03301 _ 1_ 

Is  there  anyone  out  there  that  will  befriend  a 
lonely  homosexual  transvestite?  Looking 
for  an  older  man  to  come  home  to.  Can't 
write  prisoners.  Richard  HALL,  185-949, 

1576  W.  Bluewater  Hwy,  Ionia  MI  48846 _ 

I'm  a  very  sincere,  financially  stable,  bi¬ 
male,  former  nude  dancer  seeking  corres¬ 
pondence/relationship.  Fadjo  JOHNSON, 

39671,  Box  2500,  Lincoln  NE  68502 _ 

I  haven't  seen  the  GCN  for  a  long  time.  Do 
you  still  do  the  penpal  program?  I  am  SO 
LONELY!  I  hope  you  do  and  someone  out 
there  does  and  we  can  become  penpals. 
Richard  HAFF,  491736,  Box  16,  Lovelady 
TX  75851. _ 


“TO  ALL  THOSE  IH  AND  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE” 

Alexander  Berkman, 

Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


Women  Seeking  Friends 

<39 

Lesbian  30  Sun  Cancer,  Moon  Aries, 
Rising  Wgo,  metai^ysician  (Chinese  Ox) 
Artist  who  loves  cats  and  music.  Would 
like  to  hear  from  people  especially  in 
remonte  or  interesting  places.  Foreigners 
welcome.  Ramona  BARRY,  N-7139  Cty 

Hwy  K,  Fond  du  Lac,  WI 54935. _ 

Pm  looking  for  friends  from  all  over  the 
world,  preferably  gay  women.  My 
interests  range  fom  martid  arts  to  imper¬ 
sonating  Prince.  Sorry  I  cannot 
correspond  with  other  prisoners.  Regina 
BYRDSONG,  A160566,  Box  8540 
(#234),  Pembroke  Pin^  FL  33024 _ 


I  was  refened  to  you  by  Rock  Thatcher  of 
NAMBLA,  and  would  like  to  find  someone 
who  would  like  to  be  my  penpal.  Joseph 
CUNNINGHAM,  D-61239,  Box  29, 
Represa  CA  95671. _ 

LOOKING  FOR  A  PENPAL.  Please  write!! 

*  Dennis  WYNN,  126809,  Box  E,  Jackson 

MI  49204 _ 

*  R.  A.  MURPHY,  184-674,  1576  W. 

Bluewater  Hwy,  Ionia  MI  48846 _ 

*  James  Royalty  WILUAMS,  89B  0390, 

Box  51,  Comstock  NY  12821 _ 

*  WiUiam  MORRIS,  619690,  RD  1  Box 

700,  Georgetown  DE  19947 _ 

*  Todd  HESS,  D-71975,  Box  W,  l/c3/21, 

Represa  CA  95671. _ 

*  Wesley  DAVIS,  89A  5816,  Box  51, 

Comstock  NY  12821 _ 

*  James  BUELL,  D-76356,  D-2-108,  Box 

7500,  Crescent  City  CA  95532 _ 

*  Marco  VIDAL,  Box  208,  Indian  Springs 

NV  89070 _ 

*  Donnie  JAMES,  Box  215,  Maury  NC 

28554 _ 

*  Ernest  CRAWLEY,  D-01129,  4A2R,  Box 

3461,  Corcoran  CA  93212 _ 

Robert  WESOLOWSKL  90B  1670,  Box 

367-B,  Dannemora  NY  12929 _ 

Jerome  CAMPBELL,  211228,  Box 
45699,  Lucasville  OH  456^ _ 

*  William  WALKUP,  EF-203608,  Star  Rt, 

Reidsville  GA  30499 _ 

*  Louis  CARILLO,  418183,  Rt  1  Box  150, 

Tennessee  Colony  "TX  75884 _ 

*  Greg  THOMAS,  Box  85  P#1076, 

Loxahatchee  FL  33470. _ 

*  Michael  MATSON,  98998,  7475  Cockrill 

Bend  Industrial  Rd,  Unit  2-B-104, 
Nashville  TN  37243 _ 

C.  JACKSON,  116902,  C-107,  Box  500, 

Olustee  FL  32072 _ 

A.  Gene  STOWERS,  18833-077,  Box 

1000,  Leavenworth  KS  66048 _ 

Ch^  CONLEY,  60636,  Box  1010,  Canon 
City  CO  81215 _ 

*  Robert  FOWLER,  79A  4178,  Box  338, 

Napanoch  NY  12458. _ 

*  Bobby  THOMPSON,  532091,  Box  16, 

Lovelady  TX  75851. _ 

*  Jim  Bo  EVERSOLE,  103908,  3001  W 

Hwy  146,  LaGrange  KY  40032. _ 

*  Dave  BEIDLER,  67043,  Gila  1450,  Box 

5003,  Douglas  AZ  85608 _ 

* 
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9  Saturday,  Cambridge  4  "Valentine  Dance,” 

Sponsored  by  Harvard-Radcliffe's  Bisexual,  Lesbian,  Gay 
Alliance.  Dunster  House.  Everyone  welcome.  9pm- 1  am. 
$3,$4,  $5.  for  more  info:  495-5476. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  If  event  Is  or  is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
Interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings.  All  listings  must  be  typed.  Please 
note  that  listings  are  printed  only  as  space 
allows;  we  regret  that  we  cannot  print  every 
submission.  No  phone  calk,  please! 

9  Saturday 

Cambridge  ♦  "Valentine  Dance."  Harvard-Radcliffe's 
Bisexual,  Lesbian,  Gay  Alliance.  Dunster  House. 
Everyone  welcome.  9pm- 1  am.  $5.  For  more 
info:  495-S476. 

Boston  ♦  AIDS  Mastery  Workshop.  Northern  Lights 
Alternatives.  423-3035. 

Boston  ♦  FCHC  Living  Well  Series:  "Massage  for 
Women"  1 0  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  338  Newbury  Sl,  Rm.  203. 
$5.  Register  267-0900. 

Provincetown  ♦  Ptown  Positive  /  PWA  Coalition 
Singles  Tea.  Second  Saturday  each  month.  3:30  to  6:30 
pm  St  Mar/s  of  the  Harbor. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Singles'  Night  DOB.  7  p.m.  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  MSI  Mass.  Ave.  $1,661-3633. 

Jamaica  Plain  4  L/G  Contra/Square  Dancing.  Smoke- 
drug-free.  8  to  1 1  p.m^  beginners'  lessons  7:30  p.m. 
First  Church  of  j.P,  comer  Centre  and  Eliot  Sts.  $5. 
Info  and  directions:  Janet  522-2216,  Phil  729-9206,  or 
Scoa  536-2014. 

Cambridge  4  Trkia  Langlois.  9  p.m.  Christopher's, 
1 920  Mass.  Ave,  Porter  Sq.  $6. 876-9 1 80. 

1 0  Sunday 

Boston  4  AIDS  Mastery  Workshop.  Northern  Lights 
Akemativei.  423-3035. 

Boston  4  Dykes'  Dialogue:  Living  Arrangements.  4 
p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  Info  247-2927. 

1 1  Monday 

Boston  4  Plan  the  Party.  Bifest  1991.  6  to  8  p.m.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St  Info:  BisMove  247-6683. 

Cambridge  4  DOB  Monthly  Business  Mtg.  8  p.m.  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1 151  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 661-3633. 

1 2  Tuesday 

Boston  4  Boston  Professional  Ass'n.  6  p.m.  cocktails, 
7:30  p.m.  buffet  dinner.  Tremont  House,  Tremont  St 
(across  from  Wang  Ctr.).  $  1 5. 

Boston  4  FCHC  Living  Well  Series:  "An  Intro  to 
Meditatioa'  6  to  8  p.m  338  Newbury  St,  Rm.  203. 
267-0900. 

Boston  4  The  Local  Impact  of  the  Gulf  War. 
Presented  by  Harvard  School  of  Public  Health,  Rm 
21 3. 677  Huntington  Ave.  1 2:30pm 

Boston  4  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  L/G's.  Second 
Tuesday  each  month.  Harriet  Tubman  House,  566 
Columbus  Ave.  (Mass.  Ave.  &  Columbus).  6:30  p.m. 
Info:  David  424-6989. 

Boston  4  Lincoln's  Birthday  CamivaL  Byron  Rushing 
Coalition,  etc  invite  yoa  7  p.m  791  Tremont  St  $25 
donatioa  266-7754. 

Arlington  4  Parents  and  Friends  of  L/G's.  Second 
Tuesday  each-  month  at  First  Parish  Unitarian  Church, 
630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15  p.m  Info:  547-2440  or  (508)  562- 
5807. 

1 3  Wednesday 

Boston  4  Mass.  G/L  Political  Caucus  Monthly 
Membership  Mtg.  6J0  p.m  Arlington  Street  Church 
(use  the  Boykton  St  entrance). 

Boston  4  Time  for  Reflection  and  Prayer  During  Lent 
MCC  7  p.m  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  427-0420. 

Boston  4  Coming  Out  Suppon  Group.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St  Second  and  fourth  Wednesday  each 
month.  8  p.m  Info:  247-2927. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbians  35-1-  Discuss  "Romance??!!" 
DOB.  8  p.m  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Avfc  $1,661-3633. 

1 4  Thursday 

Dorchester  4  Dorchester  GALA  Monthly  Bizziness 
Mtg  7:30  p.m  Info:  Hotline  825-3737  or  Barry  288- 
1847. 

Dorchester  4  G/L  Concerns  Committee  of  SEIU  Local 
509.  Second  Thursday  each  month.  Union  office,  5 
Howard  Johnson  Plaza.  6:30  p.m  Info:  282-2509. 

Boston  4  FCHC  Living  Well  HIV  Medical  Forum: 
"AZT  and  Beyond."  7  to  9  pm  BLC  140  Clarendon 
St,  7th  flr.  Mediated  by  Le^on  Moseby,  CRJ-NE 

Cambridge  4  DOB  Coffee  Night  and  Valentine  Party. 
7to  9:30  p.m  Old  Camb.  Baptist  ChurcK  M  5 1  Mass. 
Ave  Bring  $1  and  food  to  share  (no  reheating  facil.). 
661-3633. 

Boston  4  GLAAD:  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Against  Defamation.  General  meeting  second  Thursday 


each  montK  The  Center  rm.  202,  338  Newbury  St  8 
p.m.  Info:  492-4639. 


1 5  Friday 


Cambridge  4  "Scenes  From  The  Trojan  Women"  (a 
one-man  show).  8  p.m.  See  entry  2/16. 

Cambridge  4  Open  Discussion  for  Lesbians.  DOB.  8 
p.m.  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 
661-3633. 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  at  the  Movies:  "West  Side 
Story."  8:05  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St,  rm. 
203.  $1 

1 6  Saturday 

Boston  4  "How  To  Date  a  Man,  Part  I."  10  a.m.  to  4 
p.m.  4th  fir.  AAC  131  Qarendon.  Free.  Registration: 
437-6200*499. 

Shrewsbury4  Valentine's  Day  Dance.  Clark 
University's  Bisexual,  Lesbian,  Gay  Alliance.  LWVO. 
y|/DJ,  wet  bar,  etc  8pm- 1  am.  18-H.  $4,  $1  For  more 
info  and  directions  (508)  793-7287. 

Boston  4  "Once  Upon  Our  Time":  Multicultural  Story 
Hour  for  Children  (3-8)  of  G/L  Parents  and  Friends. 
Third  Saturday  each  month.  J.P.  Library,  1 2  Sedgwick 
St  10  to  11:15  a.m  Limited  space.  Sign  up:  Marian  or 
Jenifer  267-0900. 

Boston  4  Men  of  All  Colors  Together.  1 0th  Annual 
Multi-colored  Heart  Gala.  195  W.Newton  St  $8.  Free 
food,  cash  bar  9pm-2am.  All  welcome.  For  info:  266- 
4378. 

Boston  4  Lesbian  Fun  and  Games.  Smoke  and  alcohol- 
free.  338  Newbury  St  7  to  10  p.m.  Third  Saturday 
each  month.  $2  donation. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Singles'  Night  DOB.  7  p.m  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1 1-51  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 661-3633. 

Cambridge  4  "Scenes  From  The  Trojan  Women"  (a 
one-man  show).  A  work-in-progress  by  Eric  Ronis. 
Part  of  the  series  "Shaking  Up  Shakespeare."  8  p.m. 
2/15,  16,  17.  Adams  House  Kronauer  Space,  Harvard 
U  (use  "G"  entry  on  Bow  St  between  Linden  and 
Plympton  Sts.).  Tickets  $5,  $3  students,  at  door  only. 

1 7  Sunday 

Boston  4  Cut  It  Up  on  Newbury  Street  A  Cutathon 
for  Hair  Cares.  Newbury  Street's  chic-est  salons  unite. 
Each  Cutathon  haircut  from  12  to  5  p.m.  is  a  $15 
donation  to  Hair  Cares,  an  organization  which 
distributes  funds  directly  to  beauty  professionals 
suffering  from  AIDS.  267-796 1 . 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Writers'  Workshop.  DOB.  I  to 
3  p.m.  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1 151  Mass.  Ave  $1. 
661-3633. 

Boston  4  Dykes'  Dialogue  Coming  Out  at  Work.  4 
p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  Info  247-2927. 

Cambridge  4  Benefit  Concert  for  N.E  Women's 
Musical  Retreat  Many  performers.  ASL  interpreted.  4 
to  8  p.m  Indigo,  823  Main  St  497-7200. 

Cambridge  4  "Scenes  From  The  Trojan  Women"  (a 
one-man  show).  8  p.m  See  entry  2/16. 

1 8  Monday 

Boston  4  Orientation  to  AAC  Supports  and  Services. 
2'30  to  3:30  p.m  BLC  Library,  YWCA,  1 50  Clarendon. 
Sign  up:  437-6200  x32a 

Hanover,  NH  4  Paneimaking  Worbhops  for  the  AIDS 
Memorial  Quik.  First  and  third  Mondays  each  month. 
Lutheran  Church,  5  Summer  St  7  p.m.  Info:  Thom 
(603)  632-4145. 

Boston  4  Queer  Nation  /  Bostoa  Community  Church 
of  Boston,  Copley  Square  above  Back  Bay  Bistro.  7:30 
p.mH  first  and  third  Mondays  each  month.  Info:  577- 
8123. 

1 9  Tuesday 

Framingham  4  Framingham  G/L  Youth  Group.  People 
22  and  under,  meets  first  and  third  Tuesdays  each 
montK  Ovic  League  Bkfg^  214  Concord  St  6  to  7:30 
p.m  Info:  write  P.O.  Box  426,  S.*  Framingham,  MA 
01701. 

Boston  4  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston.  First  and 
third  Tuesday  each  montK  Lindemann  Center,  2nd  fl 
8  to  1 0p.m  Info  742-7897. 

Boston  4  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston:  Discussion: 
Confronting  Our  Own  Prejudices.  8  to  10  p.m. 
Lindemann  Ctr.,  25  Stanford  St,  Boston  Rm.  (Maza 
LvL).  742-7897. 

20  Wednesday 

Boston  4  Downtown  Lesbians  Brown  Bag  Lunch. 
1130  pjn.  Info:  JuBe  725-3561 

Boston  4  NOW  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force.  7  p.m. 
Boston  NOW  office,  971  Comm.  Ave.  782-1056. 

Boston  4  Time  for  Refleaion  and  Prayer  During  Lent 
MCC  7  p.m  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  427-0420. 

Worcester  4  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
YoutK  Open  to  G/L/B  youth  21  and  under.  First  and 


third  Wednesday  each  month.  United  Congregational 
ChurcK  6  Institute  Rd.  7  p.m.  Info:  (508)  755-M05. 

21  Thursday 

Boston  4  "Beyond  AIDS  101,"  an  overview  of  AIDS 
and  HIV.  6  p.m.  Third  Thursday  each  montK  AAC  Rm 
401,  131  Qarendon  St  Info:  437-6200  *264. 

Boston  4  FCHC  Living  Well  Series:  "It  Can  Be  Hard 
To  Be  HIV  Negative."  7  to  9  p.m.  Old  South  ChurcK 
Guild  Rm,  645  Boylston  St  267-0900. 

Northampton  4  Valley  Gay  Alliance.  First  and  third 
Thursdays  each  month.  Buement  of  the  Unitarian 
ChurcK  22  Main  St  7:30  p.m.  (413)  527-5310. 

22  Friday 

Boston  4  Game  Night  Board  and  parlor  games  every 
other  Friday,  8  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  Info: 
247-2927. 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  at  the  Movies:  "Red  River."  8:05 
p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St,  rm.  203.  $1 

Sundays 

Boston  4  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 
workouts  for  swimmers  of  all  abilitiet  Noon  at  Boston 
City  Hosp.  swimming  pool.  Ed  767-0449. 

Boston  4  BAGLY  Drop-In  Center.  (BAGLY  =  Boston 
Alliance  of  G/L  Youth.)  St  John  the  Evangelist  Church, 
35  Bowdoin.  (800)  42BAGLY. 

Boston  4  Boston  Strikers  Soccer  Qub.  Weekly  novice 
and  club  scrimmages.  All  levels.  3  p.m.  Info:  Erik  423- 
0929  or  Jeff  876-76 II 

Somerville  4  Boston  Strikers  G/L  Indoor  Soccer. 
Through  3/24/91.  Novice  pgm.  4  p.m.  Full  club 
scrimmage  5  p.m.  Winter  Hill  School.  $5  gym  fee.  Info: 
Jeffry  876-7611 

Boston  4  Dignity  Mass.  Uturgy  followed  by  a  social 
hour.  St  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St 
5:30  p.m  536-6518. 

Boston  4  Western  Orthodox  Church  Mass.  Arlington 
St  aurcK  351  Boylston  St  227-5794. 

Boston  4  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Worship/Fellowship.  131  Cambridge  St  (near  Gov't 
Ctr.).  7  p.m.  Info:  Rev.  Tanis  437-0420. 

Boston  4  Narcotics  Anonymous.  L/GM.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St  8  p.m.  247-2927. 

Boston  4  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600AM. 
I0:30pm-130am.  Lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Mondays 

Boston  4  Chikem  Downhill  Skiing  Lessons.  Monday 
nights  at  Nashoba  Valley  ski  area.  Info:  Jim  843-3966. 

Boston  4  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWA's  and 
Friendt  About  100  people  wkh  AIDS  and  their  friends 
meet  every  Monday  at  AIDS  ACTION  for  dinner.  No 
reservations  required.  6  p.m.  AIDS  ACTION,  131 
Clarendon  St  437-6200. 

Dorchester  4  Alcoholics  Anonymout  First  Parish 
Church,  Mtg.  Ht  HiR.  Banners  6:30,  hardhats  8  p.m 

Boston  4  Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Network 
Coordinating  Comm.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St 
247-2927. 

Worcester  4  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  kmily,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing 
wkh  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)755- 
3773. 

Boston  4  Northern  Lights  Alternatives  Monday  Night 
Rap  Group.  Talk  to  others  living  with  HIV.  38 
Appleton  St  7:30-9  p.m  Info:  Ann  O'Rourke  694- 
0964. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  8- 1 0  p.m  354-8807. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  4  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (401)  461-4191. 

Boston  4  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center,  YWCA, 
140  Clarendon  St  7  p.m  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  4  30+  Lesbian  Rap.  The  Women's  Center. 
46  Pleasant  St  7-8:30.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  4  Bisexual  Women's  Rap.  The  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  7-8:30.  354-8807. 

Medford  Radio  4  "We  the  People"  -  with  feminist 
Sheila  Parks.  WMFO  9I.5FM.  7-9  am.  Tufts  U.  radio. 

Worcester  4  Support  Group  for  HIV+  G/B  Men  and 
Their  Significant  Others.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS  Project 
Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30  p.m  (508)  755- 
3773. 

Boston  4  L/G  Freedom  Trail  Band  Rehearsals.  No 


audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of  Art  Longwood 
and  Brookline  Ave.  7: 1 5  p.m  266-0628. 

,  Qmbridge  TV  4  PrideTime  -  Boston  G/L  TV,  with 
Jim  Vokt  Cambridge  Cable  Channel  19. 7  p.m 

Wednesdays 

Hyde  Park  4  Women's  Pick-Up  Hockey.  MDC  Hyde 
Park  Rink  (near  Dedham).  8  to  9  am.  Info:  Janice  326- 
1600  x350. 

Boston  4  Informal  Mtg.  with  Mayor  Flynn's  Liason  to 
the  Gay  Community.  Ann  Sanders  will  be  available  2  to 
6  p.m.  each  Wednesday.  No  appt  necessary,  but  Ms. 
Sanders  can  be  reached  at  725-3485. 

Boston  4  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY). 
Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St  New 
persons'  meeting  6  p.m.;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general  meeting  7:30  p.m. 
513-7363  or  I -800-42BAGLY. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  child  care, 
wheelchair  accessible.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St  6:30  to  8  p.m.  354-8807. 

Springfield  4  Names  Project  Meeting.  New  chapter 
with  weekly  quilting  meetings.  All  welcome.  Frontier. 
19  Pearl  St  7  to  10  p.m  (413)788-7459 

Boston  4  Bisexual  Aduk  Children  of  Alcoholkt  Mass. 
General  Hospital.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  Marge  259-1559. 

Boston  4  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Worcester  4  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who  are  in 
Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
(508)  755-3773. 

Thursdays 

Boston  4  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE 

Boston  4  Names  Projea  Quiking  Bee  -  for  the  AIDS 
Memorial  QuiK  Sewing  supplies  aixl  support  provided. 
Boston  Living  Ctr,  140  Clarendon  St  7th  fir.  7  to  9 
p.m.  Info  45 1-9003. 

Boston  4  The  Coalkion  for  L/G  Civil  Rights.  Meets 
every  Thursday.  The  Center,  rm  202K.  338  Newbury 
St  6:30  to  8  p.m.  828-3039. 

Portsmouth,  NH  4  Out  and  About  A  lesbian  social 
and  support  group.  Info:  Keryn  (603)  749-5851 

Boston  4  Positive  Directiont  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Cbrendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Provincetown  4  Poskive  PWA  Coalition  Weekly  Rap 
Session.  7:30.  1 55  Bradford  St  Peer  led.  (508)  487- 
3998. 

Boston  4  The  Group.  Discussion  and  social  hour.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St  266- 1 1 29. 

Boston  4  L/G  Ice  Hockey  Practices  and  Intersquad 
Scrimmages.  AH  levelt  9  p.m.  Grtr  Bos.  rink.  Info:  John 
350-6063,  Al  522-1408. 

Cambridge  4  GAMIT  Study  Break.  (GAMIT  =  Gays  at 
MIT.)  GAMIT  lounge,  room  50-306,  142  Memorial  Dr. 

Fridays 

Watertown  4  GLOW:  G/L  of  Watertowa  395-4664. 

Boston  4  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party.  Come  stuff 
the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friends.  GCN,  62 
Berkeley  ^  5  p.m.  426-4469. 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  At  The  Movies.  The  Boston 
Living  Center.  140  Clarendon  St  Free.  7  p.m.  236- 
1011 

Boston  4  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendoa  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Saturdays 

Boston  4  Fronunmners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Heakh 
Club  for  2  to  5-mi.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers  and 
showers  complimentary.  10  a.m.  Also:  Tues.  1115  p.m. 
at  MHC-  Wed.  6:45  p.m.  at  Hatch  Shel.  282-0013. 

Cambridge  4  Single  Mothers'  Support  Group.  Free 
drop-in  group  with  child  care,  akernate  Saturdays. 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St  1 1  am- 1 130  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Boston  4  Pink  Flamingos.  TV/TS  of  New  England.  4  to 
6  p.m.  338  Newbury  St,  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Boston  TV  4  PrideTime  -  Boston  G/L  TV,  with  Jim 
Voltz.  Boston  Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3 
and  A8.  7:30  p.m. 
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By  Eric  E.  Rofes 

've  been  queer  for  a  long  time.  I  was 
queer  before  I  was  gay.  I  was  queer 
before  I  was  aware  of  sexual  orientation 
at  all.  I’ve  been  queer  as  long  as  I  can 
remonber. 

Sometimes  I  think  I  was  queer  since  I  was 
a  baby.  When  people  looked  into  the  window 
at  the  hospital  at  the  newborn  infants,  they 
could  tell  something  was  odd  about  me. 
Usually  I  think  I’ve  always  been  this  way;  I 
was  bom  queer. 

These  days,  lots  of  people  are  taking  up 
the  label  queer.  We  hear  “queer  power,” 
“Queer  Nation,”  “quea-  planet.”  I’m  glad  this 
is  happening.  It  should  have  happened  a  long 
time  ago. 

I’m  surprised  that  I  get  weirded  out 
around  some  of  these  neo-queers  these  days. 
Don’t  get  me  wrong — anyone  who  wants  to 
take  on  the  title  is  my  pal.  But  I  expected  to 
have  something  in  common  with  other 
queers.  I  thought  we’d  have  the  same  politics 
or  the  same  view  of  the  world.  Maybe  I 
hoped  we’d  have  the  same  bizarre  sense  of 
humor  or  the  same  experiences  feeling  out- 
of-it  through  most  of  our  lives.  With  some 
queers,  I  feel  this  kinship.  With  others,  I  feel 
queer  among  the  queers. 

The  Birth  of  a  Queer 

I  have  a  hard  time  when  people  discuss 
their  queoness  in  political  terms;  I  want  to 
hear  what  their  life  experiences  have  been 
like.  I  want  to  say,  “Enough  of  the 
intellectual  analysis!  Tell  me  how  it  feels\ 
When  did  you  first  feel  queer?  When  do  you 
feel  totally  queer?  How  do  you  feel  about 
feeling  queCT?” 

I’ll  answCT  these  questions  for  myself.  My 
queemess  feels  like  a  combination  of  some  of 
the  most  primal  feelings  of  my  life;  at  odds 
with  the  norm,  special  (but  not  in  an 
acceptable  way),  out-of-it,  and  essentially 
alienated.  These  are  the  feelings  I  remembar 
most  from  childhood.  I  felt  different,  no 
matter  how  I  tried  to  fit  in. 

My  first  queer  feelings  were  twisted 
around  some  of  my  very  basic  identities:  I 
was  a  boy  who  wanted  to  play  with  the  girls; 
I  was  a  Jew  who  didn’t  sing  Jesus  songs  at 
the  kindergarten  holiday  pageant;  I  couldn’t 
throw  or  catch  a  baseball.  One  of  my  earliest 
queer  memories  was  when  I  was  in  a  fiiend’s 
basement  and  we  were  playing  Dog.  I  had 


him  on  the  end  of  a  leash  and  was  making 
him  bark  for  me.  I  remember  the  door  at  the 
top  of  the  stairs  opening,  hearing  our 
mothers’  footsteps  descending  quickly, 
followed  by  the  accusations  and  the 
judgments  and  the  shame.  We  were  only 
playing  Dog. 

I  grew  up  feeling  alienated  from  the  world 
around  me.  I  lived  in  fantasies  and  dreams.  I 
drew  elaborated  queer  drawings  of  magic 
worlds  occupied  raitirely  by  oddballs  like  me. 
I  lost  myself  in  Nancy  Drew  books  and 
George  MacDonald  fairy  tales.  I  identified 
with  all  the  weirdos  Alice  met  in 
Wonderland.  When  I  watched  The  Wizard  of 
Oz,  I  knew  I  must  be  a  descendant  of  the 
Scarecrow.  I  read  and  reread  Dr.  Seuss  books 
and  found  kindred  spirits  on  the  pages  of 
One  Fish,  Two  Fish,  Red  Fish,  Blue  Fish. 

The  alienation  grew  as  I  moved  through 
childhood  into  adolescence.  I  struggled  to 
find  ways  to  cope  with  being  a  weird  kid.  I 
was  a  successful  student  I  made  fiiends  with 
some  of  the  jock  guys.  I  latched  onto  popular 


icons  like  the  Beatles  (even  though  my  true 
interest  at  this  age  focused  on  imagining 
myself  as  Arm  Margaret  in  Bye  Bye  Birdie). 
No  matter  how  good  my  grades  wwe,  or  how 
successful  I  was  at  looking  like  I  fit  in,  I 
always  felt  out-of-it.  The  same  can  be  said 
about  me  today. 

Thinking  Gay  Ub  was  the  Answer 

I  was  not  a  happy  young  que^  and  I  could 
have  been.  Feeling  different  from  one’s  peers 
isn’t  of  itself  a  bad  feeling.  I  could  have  felt 
like  my  oddities  were  good.  I  could  have  felt 
proud  to  be  different.  Feeling  at  peace  with 
my  alienation  was  a  definite  option.  These 
days  I  do  feel  all  these  positive  feelings  about 
myself.  As  a  kid  thou^,  I  saw  other  queers 
who  had  something  I  didn’t  have  then:  they 
were  okay  with  themselves.  They  weren’t 
trying  to  cover  up  of  fit  in  or  become  popular. 
They  felt  fine  about  being  weirdos  or  nerds 
or  fags  or  bozos.  They  were  at  peace  with 
themselves  while  I  had  the  burden  of 
being — ^not  only  a  queer-r— but  a  self-hating 


queer.  I  didn’t  want  to  be  the  oddball  I  was. 

As  a  teenager,  I  began  to  feel  that  the  focus 
of  my  queemess  was  the  fact  that  the  one 
thing  that  got  me  hot  was  guys.  In  a  world 
filled  with  trips  to  the  drive-in  to  see  Romeo 
arui  Juliet  and  Love  Story,  I  felt  like  the  only 
fag  on  Long  Island.  In  my  mind,  all  my 
alienation  could  be  explained  by  the  fact  that 
I  was  a  homo.  This  was  the  secret  that  held 
the  key  to  my  abnormalities. 

And  then  Gay  Liberation  happened  and  I 
thought  I’d  found  the  answer.  After  spending 
repressed  years  secretly  identifying  with  the 
rage  of  the  Black  Power  movement, 
emln-acing  the  daring  of  Women’s  Liberation 
and  fantasizing  myself  as  an  anti-war  SDS 
protester,  it  was  Gay  Liberation  that  knocked 
on  the  door  of  my  queer  closet  and  lured  me 
out.  It  was  Gay  Liberation  that  seemed  to 
seize  me  by  the  collar  and  shake  me  and  say, 
“This  is  atout  you,  Mr.  Queer!  This  is  your 
one  chance  to  make  the  world  safe  for  people 
like  you.  Find  the  courage  now,  or  you’ll 
have  blown  your  big  chance,  bustCT!” 

I  emerged — for  the  first  time  in  all  my 
queerdom — into  a  world  occupied  by  other 
bizarros;  franme  men  with  names  like  Taffy 
and  Clara,  butch  leatherdykes,  acne-scarred 
sexhomos  who  spent  their  nights  in  tearooms, 
fat  women  with  hair  on  their  faces,  drugged- 
out  poets  who  drooled  when  they  talked.  I 
remember  sitting  around  a  meeting  of  some 
group  or  other  and  looking  at  the  crowd  I  was 
hanging  out  with  and  thinking,“So  this  is 
who  the  dykes  and  fags  of  the  world  are;  all 
those  style-less,  personality-less,  sexless 
librarians;  those  skinny,  braindead  lunatics 
that  are  singled  out  in  the  boondocks  as 
‘harmless  town  fools.’” 

Finally,  I  found  people  with  whom  I 
identified.  Oh,  we  were  all  different  from 
each  other,  but  we  met  common  ground  at 
our  gut  feeling  of  being  out-of-it.  Even  when 
we  were  together,  we  were  never  really 
together.  We  were  like  a  melting  pot  that 
wouldn’t  melt,  or  like  a  rainbow  where  the 
colors  wouldn’t  adhere  to  one  anoth^.  Our 
attempts  at  socializing  together  never  really 
came  off.  None  of  us  had  the  social  skills  to 
be  comfortable  with  other  human  beings.  We 
were  at  our  best  when  we  were  doing 
political  work,  but  even  then,  the  rough  edges 
were  mighty  rough. 

Those  Gay  Lib  years  were  among  the 
Continued  on  page  10 
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